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AND 


RESOLUTIONS | 


PROPER FOR THE 


Gentlemen of IRELAND, 


As to their Co N DU r for the Ser- 
vice of their Cou NR x, | 


As Landlords, | As Country Gentlemen 
As Maſters of Families, and Farmers, 
As Proteſtants, As Juſtices of the Peace, 
As deſcended from Bri- { } As Merchants, 
tiſh Anceſtors, As Members of Parlia- 
ment. 


Sed cum omnia ratione, ani moque luſtraris, omnium ſocie- 
tatum nulla eft gratior, nulla carior, quam ea qua 
cum republica eſt unicutg; 1 : cari ſunt parentes, 
cari hberi, propingui, familiares : ſed omnes omnium 
caritates Patria una complexa eſt pro qud quis bonus 

dubitet mortem oppetere, fi ei fit profiturus * Quo off 
deteftabilior iftorum immanitas, qui lacerarunt omni 
| ſeelere patriam, & in ea funditus delenda occupati et 

funt, et fuerunt. Cic. de Offic. L. 1. 
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All the true FRIENDS of 
IRELAND. © 


— 


GENTLERMEN , 
II was for your Sakes, and that of 
J our poor Country, I. wrote the 
following Papers, and I therefore 


| dedicate them to you, being perſuaded 


the good Intentions of the Writer 
will fully excuſe the many Imperfec- 
tions of the ſubſequent Work. Some- 
thing of this Kind I thoug ht ſhould 
neceſlarily be publiſhed, and not 
being able to perſuade any maſterly 

Hand to undertake it, I-forced my 
ſelf to hew and block out this rude 
Sketch of a much larger Deſign, 


which Thad drawn up for abler Work- 


men to poliſh and adorn, But really 
A+ \ . the - 


(4) 


the Truth i is, this is no Time for the 


Pageantry of fine Writing, and the 
Circumſtances in which our Country 
now lies are ſo big with Danger, it 
would be abſurd and impertinent to 
write a finiſh'd Piece upon them. 

Tis as plain as Reaſon, Truth and 
Fact can make it, that we have ſcarce 
half the Quantity of actual Specie left 
in Ireland, which is neceſſary to cir- 
culate Trade, and pay our Rents, 
and the Demands that are upon us; 


and conſequently without ſpeedy | 


Supplies or Remedies we muſt in- 
evitably turn Bankrupts. It is fully 
as certain, that ſo many of the beſt 
Families and Hands in the Nation, 
live abroad, and are gone or going off 
to Alowica: that in a little Time, 


| betwixt Madneſs and Deſpair we {hall 


be left deſolate, and it is to be fear'd, 
he that ſhall write to keep ourPeople 
at home, will but reſemble the Zeal . 
of St. John the Baptiſt, a Voice crying 


in the Wilderneſs. 
I will 


(s) | 

I will mention no other Circum- 
ſtances of our Diftreſs to to you, Gen- 
tlemen, who ſo well underſtand them 
all. Theſe two are enough in Con- 
ſcience, and too much if it were not 
as true on the other Hand, that we 
can with Eaſe ſoon retrieve them, and 
bring ourſelves to a tolerable Condi- 
tion, if ſome few of the Methods 
that have been lately propoſed to us 

in ſeveral Papers, and above all a na- 
tional Bank, be complied with, and 
eſtabliſn d. 

I have mixt a good many of them 
with a Number of leſs valuable 
Thoughts of my own, in the follow- 

ing Sheets; and if my poor La- 
bours herein may contribute in ſome 
good Degree to the general Service 
of my Country, I have as much as 
I with, and, alas! much more than 
2 hope for. Many of you, Gentle- 
men, have for ſome Years labour'd 
both*with your Pens and your Purſes 
fo prepare Ways and Means to re- 
trieve 


Thanks and Congratulation of dhe 


who have ſtill Hopes of making us 


true indeed, the Spirit you have 


our beſt or wealthieſt Families abroad, 


160 
trieve the bad Eſtate of our Trade, 
Husbandry, Manufactures and Coin, 
as well as to prevent the general Miſe- 
TY," which the breaking of two or three 
eminent Bankers, — 5 many other 
domeſtick Miſmanagements threarned 
us with; and as che Conſul Varro, 
who did not deſpair of the Safety of 
Nome in the publick Diſtreſs, had the 


Senate and People for it, ſo in my 
Opinion, you, and every Gentleman, 


an happy People, deſerve the fame 
from all their Countrymen, It is 


ſhewn, and the Pains you have taken, 
this Way, muſt ſeem a little needleſs 
and unneceſſarx to thoſe Nations, 
who judging of us at a Diſtance, and 
reaſoning on our Circumſtances by 
the Equipage, the Appearance, the 


Gayety and Extravagance of ſome of 


— all this Talk of want of Mo- 
„ ney, 


$4 ) 1 
ney, Bread; Trade and People, t be 
mere Cant and Impoſture, which we 
make uſe of to the ſame Purpoſe, the 
Merchants in France do of their Oaths, 
who when examin'd as to their Sub- 
ſtance, ſwear themſelves Poor to pre- 
vent their being higher takt. 
Jo ſpeak plainly, to hear a Nation 
bawling out Miſery and Beggary, and 
to ſee ſuch Numbers of her wiſe and 
good Children fluttering about the 
World in Splendour and Magnifi- 
cence, ſeems at firſt Sight an . — 
cileable Contradiction. People that 
have common Senſe, Humanity and 
Honeſty themſelves, will be apt to 
ſuppoſe them in others, and can 
hardly believe that ſo many Noble- 


men and Gentlemen of Treland can 
tiot and blaze abroad, while ſome: 
S# thouſands of their fellow Citizens are 


ſtarving for want of their Help at 
home, and their native Country is 


reduc'd to Beggary and a deadly 


Conſumption. 
The 
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The Truth is, I do not wonder that 
whileour foreign Pomp, and our Pride 
and Poverty here, continue to ſubſiſt 
together, it ſhould appear to the 
World as improbable a Miracle as 


Tranſubſtantiation it ſelf, where the 


Accidents remain tho the Subſtance 
that ſupported them is gone; and 
therefore above all others, I think the 
Incredulity of our Proteſtant Bre- 
thren in Great Britain on this Point 
the more excuſable. It is an old 
Obſervation, that Plots againſt the 
Lives of Kings are ſeldom believed 
till the en are murder d, and 
poſſtbly it may be as true as 
to the Fate yp" Kingdoins, and that 
ſome of our Neighbours will never 


believe our Poverty till they ſee it, 


and feel it, by being forc d 4g main- 
tain us. ® 

I fancy, Gentlemen, you 118 
think, that till they are convinc'd of 
our Diſtreſs, and = to remedy 


it by encouraging ur Trade, it will 
be 


(9) 


be our beſt Way to contrive and 


| practiſe all the Means and Methods 


we can to help ourſelves, and as far 
as poſſible; put off the evil Day that 
threatens us. Many of thoſe as the 
beſt Remedies I could find for our 
publick Diſtempers, I have here laid 
before you with more Affection I fear 
than Judgment, but you will re- 
member Part Xx an old Aphoriſm, 
Vita brevis, occafio præceps, Judi- 
cium fallax, and apply it to Ireland, 
and any Errors in this weak and 
haſty Performance. 

This I will venture to ſay for moſt 


IF of my Receipts, that they are at leaſt 


in one Reſpect well ſuited to our 
Circumſtances, viz. ſuch as are fit- 


teſt for the Poor, plain, ſimple and 


parable, ſuch as we can get ourſelves, 
will coſt little, and tho' very ſafe, 
will work fe ſtrongly as greatly to 
leſſen our Ailments, and above all 
that Langour, Poverty and Want of 


publick Spirit, * ſeems to ſeize, 


not 


(x0) 
not only the Extremities, but the 
noble and vital Parts of our People, 

Even Dogs, they ſay, (to continue 
the Allegory) when ſick, know their 
own Phyſick, and take it effectually, 
and I therefore heartily wiſh many 
of our People at home and abroad 
may for the future give us ſuch 
Proofs of their having ſome Share in 
this natural Inſtinct, as may make 
us full amends for the want of all 
rational Management of themſelves 
and their Subſtance to prevent our 
Ruin. 

But I will ſay no more let eve- 
ry Man think and act for himſelf, 
and if each of us will put but a Fin- 
ger to lighten the Burthens of Tre- 
{and, nay if we will but reſolve not to 
be direct Paracides and Suicides, you, 
Gentlemen, and all who with well to 
our poor Country, may juſtly hope 
to ſee us in Time, not a Load and 
a Loſs, but an Help and a Credit to 
the Crown, and Subjects of Great Bri- 


3 May 


Fu 
May God proſper them and re- 
lieve us, and then J ſhall ſubſcribe 
my felf with more Cheartulnefs than 
I now do, 


GENTLEMEN, 
Your Affectionate and Faithful 


Humble Servant. 


) 
| | B 2 —P R E- 


THE 
PREFACE. 


T is allowed by all Moraliſts, that 
the Love of our native Country, 

is not only one of the nobleſt, but 
that it is alſo one of the moſt univer- 
fal Paſſions that influences the human 
Mind. This has been ſo often main- 
tain'd, and fo fully prov'd, that eve- 
Ty one muſt acknowledge, that he 
who is (I will not fay averſe) but even 
cool and indifferent to the general 
Good and Intereſt of that Society or 
Community of People, where he 1s 
by Birth or Choice become a Mem- 
ber, muſt either have a very low and 
S poor 


* rr 


( 13) 
poor Underſtanding or a very cor- 
rupted Heart, and forfeits at once all 


juſt Pretenſions, not only to the noble 


Character of a good. Citizen, but 
even to that of a rational, a ſocial 
and an human Being. 

It would be a mere Waſte of 


Words and Time to enlarge on fo 


known a Truth, and eſpecially when 
it is to be followed at the Heels with 
this melancholy Reflection, that uni- 
verſal as this Paſſion is (nay, tho it be 
found in ſome Meaſure in brute Ani- 
mals) there is hardly a Spot of Earth 
on the Globe, where it ſeems to have 
leſs ine than here in Ireland. 
Whether this proceeds from the ill 
Uſage or Misfortunes too many a- 
mong us meet with in it, or from 
its being ſo often in a very unſettled 
precarious Way, and what is worſe, 
ſo frequently a Scene of War and 
Rebellion, Poverty and Famine, 
which has weaned Men's Affections 
from it, or that there is leſs of hy 
* 
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(14). 
fit or Pleaſure to be found in it than 
in other Parts of the World, which 


makes us fond of rambling abroad, 


Certain it is that moſt of us ſeem to 


regard it, rather as a Nurſe or .a 
Forſterer, than a real Parent, and uſe 


it accordingly. 


This Conduct muſt appear to eve- 
ry honeſt Man who thinks at all on 
the Subject equally ungenerous and 
unnatural, but to thoſe who find 
the Eaſe and Happineſs of them 
and their Families, and the Welfare 
of Ireland undermined by ſuch 
Meaſures, it is terrible and frightful 
to the higheſt Degree. 

For, 1 ther Behaviour of all 
among us, but particularly of our 
Noblemen and Gentlemen in this 
Point, is no longer to be confider'd 
only as a Matter of Reproach and 
Ridicule in the Eyes of our Neigh- 
bours, and all Foreigners that know - 
us, but it is at length grown to a na- 
tional Diſtreſs, to a State of Want 

and 


„„ 
and Miſery that muſt eat us up and 
abſolutely devour us, if ſome Reme- 
dy be not found for it. We are 
now actually reduc'd, or reducing, 
by it, to the very Brink of Ruin, and 
like Men embark'd in a foundring 
Ship, if both the Captain and Mari- 


ners, nay, and the very Paſſengers | = 


too, don't rouſe up their lazy Spirits, 
and not only labour hard at the 
Pump, but do their utmoſt to ſtop = 
the Leaks alſo, we muſt all fink to 
the Bottom together. 

What embitters the Miſery of our 
Calamities is, that we have brought 
them on ourſelves, by the Wildneſs 
of our Extravagance, of the one Side, 
and the moſt ſtupid want of Care 
and Induſtry of the other; for be- 
twixt the monſtrous Miſmanagement 
of the Splendour and Expence of the 
Rich in foreign Countries or Com- 
modities, and the Idleneſs and Lazi- 
neſs of the Poor, the Tradeſmen, 
Labourer and Husbandmen (chiefly | 


for 


( x6 ) 
for want of Encouragement) we have 
been ground to Pieces as between the 
upper and the nether Millſtone. 

Theſe are Reflections that cut to 
the Heart, and with too good grounds 
make many of our People ſet 
their Tongues a going : And tho' 
ſome very diſcreet Perſons have en- 
deavour'd to diſcourage their violent 
Outeries as offenſive and ill-manner'd, 
yet like blind Bartimeus in the 805 
pel, it has made them bawl out fo 
much the more for Relief, and blind 
as they are, I fear they ſee too much 
Reaſon for it.---But, Medicine tem- 
pus eff non querelz; and as I will 
not exaggerate Matters, where from 
my Soul I with, and in ſome Mea- 
fure hope, to ſee them mend- 
ed, I ſhall not enlarge on a long De- 
tail of our miſerable Circumſtances. 
J will therefore only fay, that as 
nothing but the near Proſpect of 
our a, could make me addreſs 
my... elf to the Publick in this 
28 Manner 
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unfortunate Nation, than that. the 


(17) 


Manner, ſo nothing but a Conviction 


that the Remedy of our Miſeries is 
entirely in our own Hands, if we will 
be wiſe enough to make uſe of it, 
could encourage me thus to call an 
each of my ſleepy Countrymen, and 


awake him, in the Words of the 
Apoſtles to our Saviour in the Storm, 


Mafeer, careft thou not if we periſh ? 
an Alluſion, which I the more wil- 
lingly make uſe of, as I am ſenſible 
that we have little more to do than 
barely to awaken, to lay every Blaſt 
and Guft that threatens us, and that 
then we (hall not only ſecure our 
„but turn the Tempeſt into a 
delightful Calm. It is not more cer= 
tain that we are a poor, diſtreſt and 


worlt Evils we labour under, proceed 


from the great Cauſes I've juſt now 


mentioned, our own Extravagance 


and n and an equal Want of 


common Care of our ſelves, and Re- 
gard for our Country. It is therefore 
C ” pan 


* 
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| (18 ) 

plain and obvious, that the Remedy 
mult alſo come from our ſelves, by 
our growing better Oeconomiſts, and 
univerſally reſolving on a ſteady 
Courſe of Frugality and Induſtry, 
and uſing, and encouraging our Ma- 
nufactures. If we would grow rich 
and eaſy, it muſt not be at the Ex- 
pence of our Neighbours, but on our 
own Bottom, by labouring to help 
our ſelves; and, as the famous Balzac 
ſaid, © he never expected to be made 
© an Abbot, unleſs he built and en- 
* dowed the Abbey himſelf,” ſo we 
muſt ſearch for Wealth by our own 
Efforts entirely, and not by begging 
and bawling tor the Charity of others. 
Had we acted with common Senſe or 
Providence, had we attended either 
to our private or our publick Intereſts, 
had we watch'd over the Management 
of our own Fortunes, or the Conditi- 
on and Subſtance and Induſtry of our 
Tenants and Tradeſmen, we had ne- 


ver fallen thus miſerably low, 
This 
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This is a Complaint which we meet 


with in all People's Mouths, and if it 
lay as near their Hearts too, the plain 
Conſequences would be, that inflcad 195 


of lying on our Backs, and lamenting 
to no Purpoſe, we ſhould reſolve to 
do our utmoſt to rouſe our Spirits, and 
endeavour, every one of us, as far as 


we are able, to mend our Circum- 


ſtances, by all thoſe plain obvious Me- 
thods God and Nature have put with- 
in our Reach. They have done 
largely and greatly for us, and if we 
will reſolutely determine for the fu- 
ture, to make uſe of the Means they 
have plac'd in our own Hands, if we 
will no longer, in ſo extravagant and 
prodigal a Manner, be wanting to our 
ſelves, or our poor Country; if, as we 
know what has hurt us, and what can 
help us, we will reſolve to make uſe 


of the ſureſt and eaſieſt Remedies, 


tho we cannot be a great, we ſhall 
be what is infinitely more deſirable, a 
contented and happy People. 

| O 2 Some 
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gome Gentlemen who were con- 
vinc'd, nothing but a good Degree 
of publick Spirit could preſerve this 


Iſland from Deſtruction, by the Miſ- 


management of our Expences at home 
and abroad, have on ſeveral Octaſions 
uſed their Endeavours, by the Help 
of the Preſs, to ſow the Seeds of this 
great Principle among us. Poſſibly 
they might, with as much Succeſs, 
have exhorted the modern Greeks to 
imitate the Valour and Virtues of 


their famous Anceſtors. However, I 


am perſuaded, they have not been fo 
entirely diſappointed, but that I may 
fun hope, that any little Attempts 
n theſe Papers, to rouſe up that Spi- 
fit, will be thought pardonable now, 
when they are grown abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary, to prevent our utter Ruin. 
How vain or weak ſoever my Method 
or Manner may make them appear, 
1 flatter my felf, they can do no 
Harm to any one but the Author, and 
may do ſome ſmall Service to my 
„„ Country- 
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Countrymen, and produce no ill Con- 
ſequences in the preſent Criſis, when 
our Fate and Credit, as a Nation, are 
weighing in the publick Balance. Mr. 

Colbert, who was prime Miniſter un- 
der Lewis the 14th. uſed to declare, 
that he thought he ſpent his Time 
well, in reading over a hundred Pro-. 
poſals for the advancing the Wealth 

and Commerce of France, tho' but 
one of them deferved to be encou- 


rag d, and ſurely every Iriſhman 


that can read, and underſtand what 
he reads, ſhould have the ſame Way 
of thinking, as to any Pamphlet that 
is wrote, how meanly ſoever, for pro- 
moting the publick Good. With 
this Perſuaſion, I firſt determined to 
attempt the following Eflay, and 
now venture it abroad into the World, 
and ſhall be perfectly eaſy as to any, 
even the ſevereſt Cenſures I may meet 
with, as an ill Writer, while my Heart 
can ſincerely tell me, that I had rather 
periſh than not endeavour to behave 

my 


* 
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my ſelf as a good Citizen, and to do 
what little Service I can (how weak 
or poor ſoever it may ſeem to others) 
to my diſtreſt and unfortunate Coun- 
try. In purſuing this, I am ſenſible, 
that I have in the following Sheets 
advanced a Variety of Things, which 
muſt probably produce but an indit- 


ferent Reception to them from the 


World. For beſides, that I have bor- 


rowed ſome of the beſt Hints I could 
meet with from others, there are not 


a few of all I have toucht on, which 


do not immediately ſtrike againſt the 
ſeeming Intereſts of - conſiderable Bo- 
dies of Men among us; many more 
are directly contrary to eftabliſh'd and 
prevalent Opinions, Humours, Cuſ- 
toms, and Faſhions, and, to ſay a 


Truth, ſeveral of them, I doubt not, 


when md by theſe of greater 


Abilities and Experience in the parti- 


cular Subjects I handled, will be found 
liable to many Detects and Objections. 


But, as I aver myſelt, that amidſt 


a Crowd 


( 23) 

a Crowd of Things that may deſerve 
Cenſure, the wiſe and judicious Rea- 
dears may find ſome, which they may 
improve to the Publick Good, I do 
hereby freely and fincerely give up 
before Hand the Reputation of this 
wretched Pamphlet, provided ſuch. 
Men will ſo far pardon it, as to allow 
it was in the whole well intended, 
and may in ſome Particulars be well 
applied to help us. Butalas! I am far 
from imagining that what I have writ 
is defenſible, or can deſerve it if it were; 
all I beg is, that Gentlemen, without 
employing themſelves in expoſing or 
deſpiling what I have done, would 
endeavour to find out better Methods, 
and then I am ſure, in a few Years, 
we ſhall ſee an happy Change of 
Things. 

As every one who would with to 
ſee Matters alter d for the better, ſhould 
begin with mending himſelf in the 
firſt Place. I choſe to throw my 
Thoughts into ſuch Reſolutions as 

might 


1 

' might be proper for the influencing 
and direfting our Conduct by, as the 
beſt Method that occurr'd to me for 
that Purpoſe. It is very probable I 
might have found out a better, and 
that many Reſolutions Thave laid down 


may be cavill'd at: But this I am ſure 


of, that if all Lovers of this poor King- 


doen would ſo far approve them, as to 


follow even a few of the beſt of them, 
we ſhould foon be reſtor'd from a 
dangerous Conſumption, to a good 
and healthy Conſtitution. 


AND 


RESOLUTIONS, & 


S I am a native of [/elajid, and have 
the whole of my Fortune ſettled there; 
I think myſelf, though very eaſy as ti 
my own Condition, as much oblig' d. 
by all the Ties both of Morality and Self. intereſt, 
to labour to relieve the Diſtreſſes of my Country- 
men, as a good Citizen is to extinguiſh a dreadtu} 
Fire, which, if it fpreads, may reach at laſt ta 
his Neighbours and himſelf. It is certain the Cir- 
cumſtances we are at * reduc'd to, ſeem 

ta threaten the general Happinefs of all bur, 
People, unlets reliev'd in time,” and therefore, to 
anſwer theſe Vas L have of lat turn d r my, 


Thoughts 


(26) 

Thoughts every way to conſider our Condition 

in all the Lights in which I could place it. 
If one reflects on the great Advantages our 

Iſland has from its Situation in reſpect of Trade, 

the Number and Excellency of its Ports, the Cle- 

mency and Healthfulneſs of its Climate, the Mild- 


neſs of its Government, and the great Fertility of 


its Soil, the Convenience of its Rivers for its in- 


land and outward Commerce, and the infinite 


Swarms of Fiſh that crowd its-Seas, as well as its 
Ereedom from Plagues, and Security from either 
foreign or civil Wars , we ſhould conclude it one 
of the happieſt Kingdoms in the Earth. If to all 
theſe natural Advantages we add the adventitious 
one of its having been, for ſome Centuries, an- 
nex*d to the Crown of Great Britain, and thereby 


under the Government and Influence of a limited 


Monarchy, and the happieſt Conſtitution, both as 
to Spirituals and Temporals, in the World: It 
wo conſider it as poſſeſt and manag*d by a People 


allied to, and deſcended from a Nation where 


Trade and Agriculture, Arts and Sciences, Wealth 
and Liberty flouriſh to the higheſt degree, we 
might hope a large Share of all thoſe Bleſſings 
would have been our Lot, and deſcended down 
to us as the Inheritance of our Anceſtors, who 


were ſent hither to enlarge the Britiſo Empire and 


mmerce. 

But on the other hand, if we turn our Eyes to 
the worſt Side of the proſpect and reflect how lit- 
tle. Uſe Great Britain has yet made of thoſe Ad- 
vantages, ſhe might have drawn from a full plant- 
ing our Country, and improving our Manufac- 
tures, and how wretchedly we have manag*d our 
Trade, ſo as only to impoveriſh us and ourTillage, 
ſo as to ſtarve us, how we have ſent away our 


Wealth | 
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Wealth or Goods for every Thing we did not want, 
and made our Nobility and Gentry our Factors 
abroad to help every Nation but our own, we 
muſt ſoon confeſs, we are either the moſt unthink- 
ing or unfortunate People under Heaven. It is a 
Reflection of Sir Francis Bacon, in his Eſſay on 
the true Greatneſs of Kingdoms, that the Bleſſing 
of Judab and Tſſachar will never meet, that the 
ſame People or Nation ſhould be both the Lion's 
Whelp and the Aſs between two Burthens ; but 
had he known the preſent Circumſtances of the 
Deſcendants of his Countrymen here, I queſtion 


whether he would not have retracted that Obſer- 


vation, in pity of a People which with the Ho- 
nour of having Eugliſb Blood in their Veins, feels 
the Burthen of Jriſb Poverty galling their Backs. 
But what ſtill aggravates our Calamity, is, that we 
have utterly overlook*d the only Reſource for our 
Misfortunes or Mismanagements, by neglecting 
thoſeMethods andMeans of Gain, which,might have 
born the Burthen of our other Follies, having kept 
our Poor as lazy and ignorant as we found them, 
and ſtupidly employ'd the beſt Part of them and 
our Lands, juſt as the Spaniards do the Indians and 
the vaſt Savannabs of America, to feed great 
Droves of Cattle. 25 8 
By this Means we have laid waſte, and almoſt 
depopulated ſome of the fineſt Countries in the 
Kingdom, and inſtead of cultivating our Lands, 
and ſpurring on our People by Tillage to Induſtry 
and Labour; inſtead of turning them to thoſe 
greatFountains of Wealth, a gainful Trade, Handy- 
craft Arts, Manufactures, and Fiſheries, we have 
made them and ourſelves little better than con- 
temptible Drovers and * for wiſer 3 
2 [ 
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It is true we have greatly leſſened the Numbers of 
our Sheep, and ſhall, by that and other Methods; 
in time remove the juit Jealouſy of England,which 
we ſtupidly kept up, by running our Wool, in de- 
fiance of all Laws and Penalties, to the Rivals of 
their Manufactures ; but inſtead of generally plow- 
ing up our Sheep-walks we have turn'd moſt of 
them to Bullocks or Dairies, which is as fatal to 
our Proſperity as the other; and, in a word, no- 
thing but our Linen- Trade ( which, Thanks to the 
Care and Pains of our Truſtees, is enereaſing and 
flouriſhing) has kept us hitherto from Bankrupcy 
and Ruin in that terrible Want of Specie which 
our Follies have brought us to. In this diſmal Si- 
tuation of our Affairs we have na Hope of any 
Relief from our Neighbours in England, or thoſe 
of our ungenerous Countrymen, who ſpend our 
Wealth there and in other Countries to gratify 
their Vanity and Pleaſure, and as little from our 
ſelves, while our preſent reigning Faſhions and 
Follies, of indulging in foreign Luxuries and Ma- 
nufactures of all Kinds, continue hong us as wy 
are like to do. | 
- It muſt be W dan. that Treland has 
ofien ſhewn' a Sort of elaſtick Virtue in recover- 
ing itſelf from the loweſt Condition to its natural 
State of Eaſe and Plenty, on ſeveral great Revolu- 
tions it has undergone 3 but it is 2 that the 
great Springs, which gave it that Force, are ſpent, 
and there is now no Reſource left us but from that 
Frugality and Induſtry which are che grand Sup- 
port of all Nations. 
It is a known Maxim in 10 Civil Law, Intereſt 
reipublice ut quilibet re ſud bene utalur, (it is of Im- 
* to every 2 that Men manage their 
Fortunes 
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Fortunes well); and certainly one of the gelt 
leading Laws of every Nation ſhould be to regu- 
late Mens Conduct in this great Point to the Wel- 
fare and general Good of the whole. Could we 
hope for ſuch Laws as would effectually reſtrain 
our Luxury, or force us to Frugality and Labour, 
and to encreaſe our Trade, I mean our uſeful 
T rade, we ſhould expect to ſee an happy Change in 
in our Affairs; but as that is not to be expected 
immediately; we have no other Hazard for our 
Deliverance from our preſentPoverty and Miſery, 
but what muſt take its riſe from the weak Condi- 
tion of our own Reſolution and Virtue. 

Though we cannot at Will make Acts of Par- 
ee for the Nation, we can certainly preſcribe 
Laws for ourſelves and our own Conduct, and i 
we can but be true 'to our real Intereſt and Wel- 
fare, we may ſo order our private Management 
at home, as to make up for our publick Extrava- 
gance and Follies abroad. Nations are compoſed 
of ſeparate Families, and if every Gentleman in 
his own Houle will once determine, in his little 
Sphere, to keep his Country in his Eye in all his 
Expences and Management, we may yet be 
retriev'd from Ruin; and if once the Tide of 
Cuſtom ſets this Way, we, who have ever been 
more ſcrupulous in obſerving the worſt Faſhions, 
rather than the beſt Laws, may fee the Scene ſhift, 
all Men unite in the Service of Ireland. 

Every true Friend of his Country will never 
content himſelf with the poor Apology of ſaying 
I am but one, and can't alter the unthinking Con- 
duct of others, but will do his beſt to amend and 
reform every miſtaken Point of his own, his 
Friends, or Neighbours Conduct, which affects 
the publick Welfare, To ſhew how feaſible and 


uſetul 
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uſeful this would be, I will endeavour to branch 
out this Matter into ſeveral of the moſt important 
Heads, and draw up proper Reſolutions under 
each of them, by which we may hope to ſerve 
our Country, and which we may reſolve to pre- 
ſcribe as Rules to ourſelves, without pretending ta 
dictate to others. 

Now as that of a Landlord is the ſingle Circum- 
ſtance, which is of the greateſt Importance and 
Weight, and contributes chiefly to every ones In- 
fluence and Power, let us begin with that as the 

incipal Engine we can employ in this uſeful 

ork, and lay down as the mainFoundation-ſtone 
of our little Building this Firſt ResoLUT1ON, 
VIZ, 


That, as Landlords in this poor Ki nodom, 
we will do our utmoſt in our little Spheres, 
to remove the Defects and Difficulties which 
we find our People and Country, and par- 
ticularly our own Eſtates and Tenants lie 


under. 


In the firſt Place then, as the greateſt of 
our Difficulties is that of our Gentlemen living 
Abroad, we will lay it down as an unalterable 
rule of our Conduct, to live conſtantly in our 
own Kingdom. As worthy and as uſeful a 
Member of his Country as I know in it, has 
ſhewn that we loſe by our Abſentees only above 
£00,000 J. per Ann. and tho? ſome People may 
think more were Abroad than uſual; when he 
drew up that Account, yet if a new liſt were 


made (which is much to be wiſhed) I am per- 
ſuaded 
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ſuaded it would come very near the former. While 
this Drain continues to run we can no more ex- 
pect to thrive, or even Subſiſt, many Years under 
it, than a Man who Bleeds largely every Week; 
can hope for Health, and Strength of Body, and 
Conſequently, as far as our Fortunes go, we wilt 
leſſen it all we can, or if we are forc'd to 
Abroad for a while it ſhall be for real Buſineſs, 
and not for Pleaſure or Vanity, and with as little 
Expence and for as ſhort a Time as Poſſible, It 


1s but too Evident, that the conſtant Abſence of 


ſo many of our Gentlemen, is the great Source of 
all the Diſtreſs and Poverty, which ſo many of 
our People Groan under, and how Men of ſuch 
Probity and Honour, as many of them are, can 
Reliſh Pleaſures which are purchaſt at the Ex- 
pence of ſuch a croud of miſerable Creatures, is 
a little unaccountable. There is certainly ſuch a 
Crime, as Treachery to one's Country, when 
Men Abandon, and forſake it, as well as Treaſon 
againſt one's Prince: And 'tis well known that 
our 1ri/þ Statutes, formerly puniſhed them Equally, 
with the Forfeiture of their Lands; and tho? our 
Laws are long; ſince altered in this Point, yet cer- 
tainly to deſert one's Fellow Citizens in their Diſ- 
treſs, and to have a ſhare in the occaſioning that 
Diſtreſs, is an Imputation no worthy Man ſhould 
willingly bear. How much then muſt it aggra- 
vate the Cruelty of ſuch Conduct, when the Au- 
thors of it are revelling in Pomp and Pleaſure, 
while they ſee their Native Kingdom in ſo de- 
plorable a Manner, ſinking into Ruin. We have 
heard of Nero ſinging over that burning Rome, 
which he had ſet on fire for his Pleaſure; and one 
could almoſt ſay, that for the fake of a little m— 


32) 
fick; or ſuch like wretched Diverſion, many of 
them ſeem to Act the ſame part. But leaving 
the Inhumanity of ſuch Behaviour, to the Re- 


flections of their own Hearts, it muſt. be our Care 


to repair the Decays, and relieve the Sufferings 
of our unhappy Country as well as we can, by 


reſiding and living in it: We will attend it as 


Religiouſly as a dying Parent. 


Non ſatius cineres patriæ inſedi 772 fupremos * 
VI RO. 


Nay we will not only reſolve not to o live out of 
Ireland, but we will think ourſelves oblig'd to 
carry this much further, we will Live as little 
as poſlible off our own Lands. Even living in 
Dublin, is a Cuſtom that has many ill Conſe- 
mens attending it; it is ruinous to moderate 

ortunes, and hurtful to the greateſt, if we take 
their Children i into the Account. It is true, it is 
not ſo Prejudicial to the whole of our Country 
C 


thoſe Tenants who want the Influence, Direction, 
and Aſſiſtance of their Landlords. Beſides a 
Gentleman who lives on his Eſtate, and ſpends a 


large Share of his Rents there, does not only like 


a great Tree neceſſarily improve the Soil it grows 


on by the Leaves, and Maſt that fall from it; 
but alſo by the warmth, and Shade, and Shelter, 
which it caſts. around, This method would ne- 
ceſſarily produce ſo many Advantages: where 
Men conſult either their own or their Tenants 
Intereſts, that J have often wiſht we had a Law, 


to oblige every Gentleman to build, and keep in 
repair one Manſion Houſe on ſome part, of his 


ortune 
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Fortune of ſuch and ſuch Dimenſions ſuitable to 
his income, and if this extended even to Fretholds 
of 201. per Ann, it would not only greatly pre- 
vent a non-reſidence extreamly hurtful to Life and 
Manners, but would be product ive of many excel- 


lent Effects, which I ſhall ſpeak to preſently. And 


let no Man be ſo weak as to ſay, that this which 
would prevent our Deſtruction, would leſſen the 
Gain which Great Britain makes by our Abſen- 
tees, for beſides the abſurdity of ſuch Reaſoning, 
and that ſtill Numbers muſt ſtay in England, it is 
certain if our Gentry continue to deſert us, we 
muſt be undone in Time, and become a Burthen 
and Loſs to England, who muſt then be forc'd to 
ſend them all home to us, and alſo muſt help to 
relieve and maintain us ; whereas if a reafonable 
Number of them would return to us and improve 
their Eſtates and ſet up Manufactures on them, and 
thereby encreaſe the little Fund of our Wealth and 


Trade, we ſhould in Time, ſave immenſe Sums 


to Great Britain, which ſhe pays to her Rivals for 
Linen and Sail-cloth, and be a perpetual Addi- 
tion to her Riches by a moderate encreaſe of ours. 
We could then ſpare her double the Number of 
our Gentry without feeling the Loſs, when our 
common People were once made warm and thriv- 
ing by their induſtry and ſecur'd from relapſing 
into their preſent Diſtreſſes. ; 

We muſt therefore lay down another Reſolution. 
in the ſecond Place, as an Eſtabliſhed Rule for 
our Conduct, which is, 


That we will build on our Eſtates and en- 
courage all our Tenants to do fo. 


Building on our Eſtates, makes our Reſi- 


dence there convenient and agreeable, will greatly 
E in- 
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influence our Succeſſors to continue on them, and 
preſex ve the Seat of the Family, and not only re- 
pain, but improve it, and where this is wanting, an 
Eſtate ſuffers as much by the abſence of the Land- 
lord, as a Ship does by the want of a Captain, 
when the Crew is left to themſelves. This is a 


great and neceſſary Circumſtance to the well-being. 


of Ireland, eſpecially where often in great Eſtates 
of ſeveral thouſand Acres, you will not meet with 
two Houſes of Stone and Lime, fit (I will not ſay 
for a Gentleman but even) for a Farmer to live in, 
Beſides a great number of good Houſes and out 
Houſes fit for Farmers and Tradeſmen, add great- 
ly to the value of an Eſtate; I have ſeen 
very judicious Computations, where the buildings 
of England are reckon'd worth double the pur- 
chaſe 1 of all the Lands, and eight Times 
the value af the Cattle and Stock grazing on them, 
and where the very Houſes in and about London, 
are valued ten Times higher than all' the current 
Money in England. It muſt therefore be a great 
Addition to that real Wealth and Value of the 
Fortunes of our Gentlemen, and the National Trea- 
ſure to make ſuch laſting Improvements among 
us, which do not only beautify the Face of our 
Country, but give Heart and Lite and Spirit to 
our People. We may go yet further, and aſſert 
with Truth, that good and ſubſtantial Buildings, 
are as great a Security and Defence to Mens Poſ- 
ſclions and quict in the Country as fortified Towns 
are to the Frontiers of Kingdoms. The weakneſs 
of Cabbins, renders the Inhabitants fearſul and em- 
boldens Thieves, and intimidates thoſe who dare 
think of proſecuting them; nay it ev'n diſcoura- 
ges Thrift, where 'tis unſafe to ſave or lay up Mo- 
ney, which is open to ey ry Invader. And yet to our 
| Shame, 
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Shame, we muſt confeſs that in Ireland our Tenants 
(I'ipeak of the pooreſt and greateſt Part of them) 
have rather Hutts than Houſes, and thoſe of our 
Cotters are built, like Birds Neſts, of Dirt wrought 
together and a few Sticks and ſome Straw, and 
like them, are generally remov'd once a Year, and 
conſequently as migratory, and not ſo durable, as 
'the Carts'and Waggons of the wandering Tartars. 

Numbers -of them have no Chimney, either for 
want of Wood, or skill to build one, but vent the 
Smoak like thoſe of the Hottentots, add if we had 
a Market as, Mr. Beauplon ſays, the Cofficks have 
for Wooden -Chimnies ready made, our poor 
People have not a Penny to buy one. As 
Miſerable as they look on the outſide, the Family 
within are full as wretched, half ftarved and half 
clad, ſo that there is an abſolute Neceſſity to lodge 
them better and uſe them to warmer Cottages and 
Cloathing and a cleanlier way of feeding and liv- 
ing, if we woud have them cultivate their Lands 
or Manufactures to any purpoſe. The Fiax they 
ſpin is generally ſooted and blacken'd with the 
Smoak and ſells at much the worſe Price, for that 
Reaſon, and no Trade or Buſineſs can be carried 
on, nor even Butter or Cheeſe made, or Drink 
brew'd, or Life it ſelf ſuftain'd with any Eaſe or 
Comfort in them. We ſhould therefore improve 
their Buildings as well as our own Houſcs, and ſee 
them more ſnug, warm and decent, to give them 
a Taſte and Deſire for the reaſonable Satisfactions 
of Life, and this will be the beſt way to ſpur them 
onto Induſtry and Labour, for the more they ſpend, 
the more they mult earn, but if they keep in their 
preſent ſleepy Sloth, Dirt and Rags, they*}1 never 

labour, but prefer the Dog's Life, Eaſe and Hung- 

er. This Reformation would not be ſo difficult 

to compals, — in thoſe Families that 

2 are 
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are not of the very worſt and pooreſt ſort, if we 
would give them little Helps of Timber or L.ime, 
or allow them 31 Years Leaſes at leaſt, and the 
firſt Year or half Years Rent, according to the 

Value, free to the building. | 
T have often thought it would be an Improve- 
ment peculiarly uſeful, if not neceſſary, to Ireland, 
if, where we can with convenience, we would try 
to build a few Cabbins arch'd with Brick and/ co- 
vered with Clay and Sods beaten together, and 
par'd to the pitch of a Roof on the Arch, for ſome 
of our Cotters and poorer Tenants ; for this Me- 
thod would ſave the Poor infinite Labour in build- 
ing, and Expence in Repairs, and would be ſafe 
from Fire and almoſt from time, and, tho*a laſting 
* yet of very ſmall Coſt to the Land- 
ord. 6 
It were alſo to be wiſht indeed, that even ou 
Gentlemen, would, in their Country Seats, imitate 
Colonel ME V B UR G H. a great Im- 
prover in the County of Cavan, who, as well a 
ſeveral others, does not only uſe Stucco Work in- 
ſtead of Wainſcot, but has arch'd his fine dwelling 
Houſe and all his large Office-Houſes Story over 
Story, and even all their Roofs in the moſt beauty- 
ful Manner without any Timber. Beſides a 
Number of Arguments for this Method, I will 
only ſay here, that had this Faſhion prevail'd of 
old, ſo many hundred fine Seats of our Anceſtors had 
not been deſtroy'd by Fire in 41 and 88, by the 
Barbarity of the Jriſb, nor had ſuch Numbers of 
them and their Poſterity been hindred ſo many 
Years from ſettling on their Eſtates. « It is true, 
we are now fate, from having our Houſes, burnt 
by Soldiers, but our Faſhion of Wainſcoting all 
our Rooms, keeps us in almoſt as much * 
of 
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by the Negligence of Servants, and makes them 
as liable to Fire as the Wooden Houſes of the 
Maſcovites, where a ſingle Candle often deſtroys 
whole Towns. But to return to our Tenants, As 
for the better ſort of them, who are a little able to 
bear the Expence of building, they ſhould have 
Contracts in their Leaſes, that they ſhall be allow- 
ed ſuch a Sum for their Houſes when they expire, 
for otherwiſe *tis expecting as the Agyptians dealt 
with the Jews, that they ſhould make Bricks with- 

out Straw. Such an Allowance was ever appoint- 
ed by the Civil Law to be made by the Lord of 
the Soil to the Vaſſal, or elſe he was at Liberty to 
remove or demoliſh them. This is now the 
Cuſtom in Saxony and Flanders, and 'tis certainly 
but reaſonable and equitable and leſs chargeable, 
than paying for Repairs as they do in great part of 
England, Some of our Laws as they now ſtand, 
are great obſtacles to building, particularly thoſe 

which allow no Tenures to Papiſts above 31 Years, | 
nor to Proteſtants, if on Church Lands, above 21, 
both which might be remov*d by Clauſes from 
- Landlords of Allowancesfor their dwelling Houſes, 
at leaſt when their Leaſes expire. Our marriage 
Settlements alſo are as great incumbrances in this 
Point, which together, with the narrow Way of 
thinking in moſt Landlords, generally averſe to 
long Leaſes, will be hard to be remov'd. I am 
perſuaded however, if we had an Act to impower 
us notwithſtanding Settlements,or the Popery Act, 
to ſeta Leaſe for ever of only 10 or 20 Acresat moſt 
even to Papiſt Tradeſmen, who would Covenant 
to build good Houſes of Lime and Stone, and 

encloſe, ditch and plant the Ground into a little 
Orchard and Garden and three or four ſmall Parks, 
we ſhould ſoon ſee many Thouſands of ſuch Im- 
| provements 


a. 
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ements riſing in our Country, to our 
Profit and Ornament, and the Benefit of our 
Manufactures. It is this has made che Iſle of 


* Terſey all one Garden, by its being broken thus into 


* e Parcel of | ſmall Free-holds, and 
we | ſhould feel 2 Advantage from it, and 
yet our Rent-Rolls wou'd rather viſe than fink 
hereby, as the bulk of our Lands would continue 
to be ſet on ſhort Leaſes, 

But in the next Place we will lay down this 
Rxsor ur LON, Viz, 


That we will alſo Plant and Improve our 
ſelves, and do our beſt to make our Tenants 
follow our Example by all proper Encou- 
ragements. 


This is as abſolutely neceſſary as building, for 


the ſame good End we ſhould ever keep in view, 
and ſhould be provided for and ſecured by proper 
Clauſes in all our Leaſes, where the Bargain and 
the Tenants Abilities allow of it. *Tis ſtrange, 
that in a Country where about 100 Years-ago hear 
one Fourth Part of the profitable Land was under 
vaſt Forreſts, weſhould now be reduc'd to a Neceſ- 
ſity of Planting, or lie under an encreaſing Expence 
of 40, ooo l. per Ann. which we now pay for Tim- 
ber. But this great waſte of our Woods, pro- 
ceeded from many Cauſes, for not only England, 


but Foreigners, us'd to build great numbers of 


Shipping here, as commonly as they now come to 
our Ports to Victual them. Not only our Engliſh 
Colonies, which came over, as is uſual in all new 
Settlements, but our Armies and Garriſons em- 
ploy'd themſelves chiefly in deſtroy! ing the great 

Foreſts, 
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Foreſts, as the main Shelter and lurking Places for 
Rebels, Thieves, Sc. and many Landlords: tied 
their Tenants to burn nothing but Wood, and to 
cut down ſo many Acres a Year. This in proceſs 
of Time, helpt to. clear the Land, our Buildings 
and Spendthrifts with our Tanners and our Iron- 
Works ſoon devoured the Remainder, and our 
Planting: goes on now as ſlowly, as if we ſtill re- 
membred the inconveniences our Anceſtors ſuffer'd 
from the huge Woods in their Days. Even thoſe 
Gentlemen who improve among us, are generally 
fonder of building a lofty Houſe, with handſome 
Out-houſes, Sc. than making large and noble 
Plantations. tho' the firſt be a ſort of Rent-charge 
on the Eſtate, and the latter a mighty Addition to 
its value, and has a Beauty and Magnificence, when 
well order*d, which the greateſt Princes may envy 
and often want about their Palaces. But in- 
deed, moſt of our Gentry (which is a great Ob- 
ſtruction to this good Work) are alſo obſerv'd to 
be fonder of making new Purchaſes than of im- 
proving their old Eſtates, to double the Value by 
Planting and making Drains and Encloſures . and 
Hedge-rows, with all the Arts of good Husban- 
dry; tho? this laſt and beſt ſort of Purchaſing can 
be accompliſht by flow Degrees and ſmall] Sums, 
the Expences of Trees, and Ditches being very 
trivial, and the Work done by low Wages to 
one's own poor Cottagers and Tenants, to the great 
Advancement of the Rent, which often coſts bur 
four or five Years Purchaſes, and no danger from 
a bad Title, This Miſmanagement of theirs, I 
hope indeed, will leſſen ev'ry Day, but their Te- 
nants are ſo little inclin'd, or able to bear the 
Expence of Planting and the Profit is ſo diſtant, 


that 
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that it were to be wiſht the Law had allowed them 


the whole of it, which if once done, would ſoon 
be of mighty Advantage even to the Landlord, 


as well as the Kingdom, who would have the Be- 


nefit of the Encloſure and the Shade or Shelter to 
his Land, the young Growth when cut down and 
probably a great Bargain, if he buys the Trees. 


There ſhould alſo be larger Præmiums for planting 


Orchards and Fruit, as well as Foreſt Trees; but 
the greateſt Help of all to this good Work (as I 
obſerv'd before as to Building) would be an Act 
to allow ſmall perpetual Freeholds, notwithſtand- 
ing Settlements, to all, who would undertake 
and perfect ſuch Improvements, or at leaſt 
to impower us to give much larger Tenures, 
than thoſe which are now in uſe. But more of 
this hereafter, *Till ſuch a Law is made, we 
muſt give the beſt Encouragement we can to our 
Tenants, who will Plant and Improve by favour- 
able Allowances and Clauſes in their Leaſes ; this 
will breed Yeomen, and enable them to get Free- 


men and not Slaves, and influence them to make 


the moſt of their Farms, and to love their Coun- 
try, and not eſcape out of it as from, a Jail, to go 
with Felons and Bankrupts to the Veſt Indies. If 
all our Ditches were, by Law, to be planted with 
Quicks and Foreſt Trees, we ſhould ſoon have a 
ſufficient Stock of Timber for moſt uſes, and eſ- 
pecially if thoſe who ſell Woods were oblig'd to 


copſc them: But in the mean Time, we ſhould 


perſuade our Tenants, who have good Leaſes to 
Plant in this manner, and even the pooreſt ſhould 
ſet their Ditches with Sallies, which as to Bark and 
Timber for ſmall Houſes, is an Improvement that 
would be of vaſt Service to the Kingdom. Till 


Nurſeries for Sale are more common we ſhould 
make 


e 


(41) 


make great ones, of our own, and give ſo many 


Trees out of them, as may ſerve our mproving 
Tenants either Gratis, or at a low Rate; tho? cer- 
tainly, if Publick Nurſeries, were ſettled in every 
County it wou'd do much better. 

I ſhail add but three Things more as to plant- 
ing and ſo I'll quit that Subject. The firſt is 
that it is Abſolutely neceſſary, to have ſome Law, 
obliging all who have Freeholds for ever of 3 1. 
Year Rent and. upwards, to Plant ſuch a Number 


of Foreſt Trees, and alſo an Orchard, of Fruit 


Trees, in a reaſonable Proportion, to the Eſtate 


they enjoy, for ſuch an Act, tho* it may ſeem 


and prove a little burthenſome at firſt, wou'd end 


in great Advantages, to all private Families con- 
cerned, as well as the Publick. The Second is 


that we ought to try if Aſh, and Sycamore 
Keys, Acorns, Beech Maſt, &c. would not thrive 


in ſome of the beſt, and moſt Sheltered Parts of 


our courſer Lands, and Mountains, if ſown in Rills 
2 or 3 Foot aſunder in ſmall Encloſures fenc'd on 
the Top of the Ditch, with Sallies for warmth, 
for if this be found practicable, as I doubt not it 
will, it is to be hop'd, many who have not, or 
cannot ſpare rich Grounds, even for ſmall Plan- 
tations, wou'd lay out large ones in ordinary, or 
Mountainous Grounds, which ate of little Value. 
The Third Point, is to give an hint, of the Ad- 
vantage, it wou'd be both to the Publick, and to 
Private Families; if Gentlemen, were allowed by 
Law, to bequeath a limited Quantity, of Acres 
planted, with Forreſt Trees, to help the ſmall Pro- 
viſion ſome of them leave to their younger Children 


and to allow a proper Time, for cutting them 


down and removing 1 the Land! For I 
- 446 a 2 am 


which have occaſion'd ſo many excellent Laws, 
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am perſuaded, many à careleſs Manager, wou'd 
by this means, do great good to his Country, and 
99 oh whom otherwiſe' he had Equally ne- 
lected. eee ES : | 
« Let us now proceed to another RxsolL ur 10K, of 
equal, or rather greater Conſequence, to Ireland, 
which we ought to perſcribe to - ourſelves, as 
Landlords, Dix. 


That we will with all paſſible care ſet forward 
rue every four Manufacture, 
among our Tenants, and eſpecially that of 
the Linen. | 


Every one knows, who has thought at all on 
the, Subject, that our exported Manufactures, 
bring vaſtly more profit to us, and are infinitely 
more Advantageous to the Kingdom, than our 
Beef, Tallow, Hides, Wool, Corn, &c. and as 
thoſe of our Linen, are the great Stay, and Sup- 
port, of this Iſland, who ever wiſhes, or at leaſt 
deſerves to be ſupported in it, muſt even for his 
own. fake, and to help his Tenants, do his utmoſt, 
to ſpread and increaſe them. There is not a 
cloſer Union between Food, and Life, than be- 
tween them, and our Proſperity, as they grow, 
we ſhall thrive, and as they decline, we ſhall de- 
cay, and dwindle ; we are ſecure of the Counte- 
nance of Great Britain, in this branch of Trade, 
as we fall into it by Directions from thence,and by 
the Advice, of the Engliſh Houſe of Lords; to 
ſay nothing of the conſtant Recommendations, 
from our Lord Lieutenant, to our Parliaments, 
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to this end, Nor can We have the leaſt doubt, 
that we can ever be diſcourag'd in it, ſince it will 
always be the Intereft of Zngland, that we turn 
ourſelves this way, as thereby our Sheep walks, 
and Wool and our running it either raw or manu- 
factur'd, will every Day leſſen. We ſhould 
therefore, on all thoſe Accounts, do what we can 
to promote our Linen Bufineſs, either by ſetting 

up a Manufacture, of ſeveral Loomes ourſelves, 
or if our want of kill, prevents that, by obliging 
our Agents, or aſſiſting our Tenants, to carry it 
on in that Method. Nay, we ſhould by diſper ſing 
Wheels, and Reels and Flax Seed, among all our 
Tenants, Poor, and Rich, and by encouraging 

Weavers, and getting our Tenants Children 
bound to them, lay ſuch a Foundation for In- 
duſtry and Improvement this way, as ſhall after- 
wards effectually ſecure their own Eaſe and Plen- 
ty, and our Rents together, and in Time, make 
all our Eſtates a more difpers'd Manufacture. 
This will be the great Source, and the only great one, 
that is open to us, of Proſperity to us, and Jre- 
land; and indeed if Gentlemen, could once be 
perſuaded to build little Towns, on their Lands, 
and undertake ſetting up, large Manufactures, 
and Bleach- Yards themſelves, and by degrees, 
{ſpread the Linen bufinefs, thro* the whole of their 
Tenants, they wou'd in the beft manner poſſible, 
improve the Circumſtances, of their own Fortune, 
and that of the Publick. It is plain as to ſetting 
up ſuch little Colonies, that whatever loſs there 

may be at the firſt, the Gains in Time, will large- 
ly make amends for it. Cootebhill, Lurgan, Mo- 
naghan, and a Number of our Towns, in the 
North, are evident Proofs of this, whereby = 
F 2 boſs 
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toks of a ſmall Sum, compared with the future 


Profit, the Lands, for ſome Miles round, have 
riſen to Treble the Value, and in a little Time, I 


hope many other Places, in the three Southern 


Provinces, will, by the care of Judicious, and 

Landlords, be as remarkable Proofs, 
of this Matter to the World. Beſides the cer- 
tainty of ſo vaſt a Profit, it ſhould be conſidered, 


that a Gentleman, who ſets up a large Manufac- 


ture, and thereby 8 Food, and Raiment, 
for Thouſands, of his Fellow Creatures, is in the 


Eye of the Reaſon and his Creator, infinitely a 
more valuable Man, than he, who for the Glory 


of being ſenſcleſsly Hoſpitable, feeds an Idle 
Croud of Eaters and Drinkers at his Table, 
and ſwills their Gutts there with French Wine, 
that is, with the Blood of his Country : As our 


Poor Manufacturers, are the Strength and Wealth 
of our Nation, ſa the nonriſhing them, and keep- 


ing them honeſt, and induſtrious is, the greateſt 
Act of Virtue, and yet thro* the goodneſs of 


God, extremely gainfull to him, who Acts 


thus. It is true, I have heard of ſome worthy 
Gentlemen, who have loſt conſiderably by endea- 
vouring to ſet up deſigns of this Sort, but we may 


as well blame Trade, which ſome Merchants are 


ruin'd by ; and beſides, I fear ſetting large Farms, 
to Weavers, as they did, is not the way, to eſta- 


_ bliſh Manufactures, but by Building Towns for 
them (as we obſerved before) or dividing them 


into very ſmall Farms, juſt ſufficient for Milk. 


A very few thus ſettled, and truſted, and favour'd 
as they thrive, and having but ſmall Rents to 
. Anſwer, will ſoon perfect the Buſineſs, without 


truſting too much Rent, or Money in the —_ 
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of Strangers. Were the Funds'of the Linen-board 
double, or treble, what they are, the ſkill and 
care of our excellent Truſtees, wou'd before now, 
have raiſed the Manufactures, under their Di- 
rection, thro* the whole Kingdom, to a great 
Height; and indeed, it is unaccountable, how we 
have pincht, and confin'd, our Induſtry that way, 
inſtead of enlarging it, and giving it full Scope, 
and Play, * PORTO) 199 Fs 2 
In my Lord Chancellor Metbuan's Time when 
the firſt ſteps were taken, to ſet up the Linen Bu- 
ſineſs here, there were larger Funds, deſign'd far 
it, by the Act, which was then thrown out, leſt 
the Commiſſioners, who were to raiſe them — 
might abuſe their Truſt, but had their Power, 
been well limited, I believe Leinſter, Munſter, 
and Connaught, had been in tenfold a more 
flouriſhing way this Day, and vaſtly more Po- 
pulous, and improv'd, than, to our. loſs, we 
ſee they are. Beſides a large Fund, proportioned 
to the Work, wou'd enable our Truſtees, amon 
other Things, to bring over many ſkillfull Hands, 
from Holland, and Flanders, and to improve our 
Manufactures in fine Threads, Tapes, Cam- 
bricks, and bone Lace, to the utmoſt, which are 
now in want, of all the Aſſiſtance, we can 

ive them, not to mention our Hempen Manu- 
Etures, which by ſuch Additional Funds, might 


in time be carried to great lengths as we ſhall ſhew 
hereafter. | 


Till the Wiſdom of the Nation, ſhall provide 
ſuch Funds, every Man in it, ſhould, in his little 


Sphere, do his beſt, to ſupply that defect. Nor 


ſhould his care be confined, to the Linen, but 
ſhould extend to all other Manufactures he can 
improve 
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improve- of begin, and every Artificer and 
 Handycraftsmen, who is Skilfull and Induſtrious, 
is to 2 aided and befriended, by proper encourag- 
ments, ſo far as his Labour can be of real uſe, and 
Advantage, on our Eſtates, it being certain that 
ten Labourers, do not ſave, or gain fo much to the 
Publick, as one Induſtrious, and able Tradeſman, 
Another Important ResoLuT1o0Nn, we ſhould 

lay down, for our conduct as Landlords is this, vis. 


| 

| 

That we will and PRA all Il 1 

Cuſtoms, that deſtroy Frugality, Thrift, f 
and Induſtry, in our Wee, 


=. The Definition which ſome one gives of Cu- 
| ftom, that it is the Plague of Wiſe Men, and the 
| Idol of Fools, agrees with no People on the 
Earth, fo well as my Countrymen; for they ſeem to 
have adopted, ſome of the moſt Pernicious ones, to 
their own well being, that they could have thought 
of, and to retain them as fondly as if they judg'd 

it a mark-of Freedom and independency, to re- 
ect thoſe of the Englip, and ruin themſelves their 
own way. However, it is certain this proceeds, 
cheifly from the little care, that has been taken to 
wean ho from them, for as the Example of the 

\ Gentry, is the great Source of acting in all Coun- 
tries; ſo it is remarkably true in Ireland, that 
they imitate, and Copy, after thoſe that are above 
them more than other Nations. The worſt Cu- 
ſtoms they have, are all deriv'd from their old 

» Chiets, and heads of Clans, and had their rife from 


their Poverty, Misfortunes and want of Conveni- 
ences, 
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ences; and Opportunities to learn better. For 
certainly, the Humours, and Fancies of the Iriſb, 
are as eaſily turn'd as the Courſes of Rivers, it a 
deeper and wider Channel be dug for them to run 
in, and eſpecially, where they find their Advan- 
tage in the Alteration, there is ſtill leſs Doubt of 
the Change. As the Commonwealth has an Intereſt 
in the Life and Manners of every Subject, it ought 
to regulate them, but as many of them are over- 
look*d by the Legiſlature as too trivial for it's Ob- 
| ſervation, every Gentleman muſt correct and re- 
form them, as far as he can by his own Authority 
and Example. | 

The firſt Cuſtom I ſhall mention, which de- 
ſerves to be aboliſht, is that of giving large quan- 
a tities of Liquor, and eſpecially Aquavitæ at Fu- 
e nerals. If a Man dies and leaves a Widow | 
e with four or five ſmall Children and eight IF 
0 or ten Cows, the Price of two of three of - 
0 them muſt be laid out this way to the utter | 
it Beggary of the Family. Drinking at Funerals 
d was reckon'd ſo barbarous by the virtuous Ro- 
e- mans, that it was forbidden by one of the Laws 
i of the twelve Tables, but here it is aggravated 
with the Guiltof ſacrificing the Living to the Dead, 
It is ſurelya ſhocking Sight at any F uneral, to ſee 
how many Hundreds of Idlers are by this vile Faſhi- 
on brought together to the Loſs of their Families and 
Farms that want their Work, and the great Dam- N 
age which the Kingdom ſuffers thereby. If ſuch 5 
Crowds muſt be brought together, I am fure, the i 
Engliſh way of giving Dole-Money to all who (il 
would aceept it, is vaſtly better than giving them 0 
Drink to debauch and deſtroy them. Nay = ſ 
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vile Faſhion occaſions more Beggars, than any of 
the many bad ones. they haye, and it alſo breeds 
up the whole of the People with a Reliſh and 
Love of that beaſtly Vice Drunkenneſs, which is 
not only the Ruin of many Tradeſmen, but of 
Trade it ſelf. It deſtroys their Time, their Subſtance, 


their Health and Strength and Underſtandings. 


Nor is it only at Funerals, but at Marriages and 
Chriſtnings they are as guilty of the ſame Exceſs, 


to as great a Degree; ſo that it would be im- 


poſſible for the Natives to be able to bear ſuch 
extraordinary Taxes on theſe common Acci- 
dents of human Life, if they did not live without 
the common Neceſſaries of it the reſt of their 
Days. I am perſuaded that they have borrow'd the 
excels of their Expences at theſe Ceremonies from 
the Danes, who for ſo long a Time play*d the Ma- 
ſters here, and govern'd with as ſevere an Hand as 
they did in England, for I find Travellers general- 
ly agree that to this Day, the People in Denmark 
are remarkable for their Extravagances on theſe 
Accounts, and I heartily wiſh this were the only 
Reſemblance they have of that People. But I 
fear they are altogether as like them in the miſer- 
able Poverty and Pride, which like the hot and 
cold Fits of an Ague, equally by Turns make 
their Lives uneaſy. But theſe things ſpeak too 
plainly, to need being enlarg'd on; and a dropſical 
Perſon, may as well expect Health, while he in- 
dulges in Liquor, as our poor Jriſb can hope to 
whey while theſe cultomary Tiplings are allow- 
ed of. 

The lazyneſs and indolence of our People is 
another univerſal Habit and Cuſtom that ſhould 


be diſcourag'd as much as all the reſt, As In- 
duſtry 
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duſtry and Labour is the great Source of Riches 
to all Nations, how ruinous muſt this terrible 
Humour be, which infects ſo many thouſand 
People, even of thoſe (for I leave our Beggars for 
another Place) who profeſs Labour and depend on 
it for their Support. Many even of theſe follow 
their Work but from Hand to Mouth, and as if 
they thought, as the Scriptures ſpeak of the Jets, 
their Strength was to fit filll, they will wait no 
longer than the ſcourge of Neceſſity is laid over 
them. The Chineſe ſay with ſome Truth, as to 
their Policy and Trade, that all other Nations 
have one Eye, but they have two, but I fear we 
may ſay with more Juſticz of the 7ri/þ (and their 
belov'd Spaniards may go along with them) that 
all other Men have two Hands and they but one, 
and that, they often keep in their Breaſt, I re- 
member Montagne in making up his Account of 
his yearly Expence ſets down, Item, for my indo- 
lent Humour 50 1. but I fear at leaſt a Million 
muſt be charg'd on the ſame Account to Ireland. 
Formerly they often ſold their Yarn and Butter 
by Night, and as privately as poſſible, thinking 
it diſgraceful 10 make a Profit of the Induſtry of 
their Wives; and I have known Reproaches and 
from thence Quarrels on this Matter; but they are 
grown wiſer now, and would every Day grow 
more ſo, if they had once learnt the Secret, that 
they might purchaſe a great deal more Comfort 
and Plenty with a little more Pains, A better 
way of living and an encreaſe of our People and 
Manufactures, and conſequently an higher Price 
for the Neceſſaries and Conveniences of Life muſt 
be the great Cure for this Evil; together with the 
Landlords Eye over them to puniſh the ſleepy 
Loiterer, and encourage * employ the Induſtri- 

Us. 
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ous. Our Linen Yarn and Cloth, when effectually 
ſpread thro? all the Provinces will fully employ the 
idleſt Part of the Nation, the WomenandChildren; 
and encouraging Trade, Fiſheries and Tillage (of 
allwhich more hereafter) would ſoon make an hap- 
Py Change in the reſt, By theſe Means, it is de- 
monſtrable, we might annually gain near a Million 
more than we do, and grow Rich tho* our Peo- 
ple ſpent two Thirds of it in England. We 
ſhould then grow in Love with Labour in Pro- 
portion, as we found the Conveniences of Food 
and Raiment, which many of them ſeldom think 
of now, but when they are naked and ſtarving, 
It is one of our greateſt Misfortunes, that we are 
ſo much under Peopled, and as we have but liitle 
Hopes to remedy that Evil ſuddenly, the beſt Me- 
thod we can take to help us herein is, to do our ut- 
moſt to keep all the Hands we have ſo buſy, as that 
they may do as much Work as double our Num- 
bers would do under leſs Care of the Landlords, 
and worſe Laws and Regulations of our Manu- 
factures. But I ſhall now proceed to the laſt Rx- 
SOLUTION to direct our Conduct — as Landlords 
in Ireland, viz. 


That we will Plant our Eſtates as thick as 
Poſſible and never boiſe an induſtrious Far- 


mer whom we can keep by reaſonable En- 
couragement. 


Crowds of People make Land and the Pro- 
duce of it valuable and without them, our beſt 
Grounds in Jrelaud would be as worthleſs and 
uſeleſs as the wide Waſtes of America, It 1s 
but putting our ſelves a Degree or two above the 

| | Savage 
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Savage Indians there, if we have only tame Beaſts 


to roam about our Lands inſtead of wild ones, 
for *tis Demonſtrable that the firſt devour more 


People than the latter, Dividing our Farms into 


{mall Holdings and little Tenures is the high Road 
to improve the Induſtry of the Occupier, and the 
Value of the Ground where nothing is loſt, and 
every ſpot made to exert it's utmoſt Fruitfulneſs 


with the greateſt Skill and Management. 
It ſhould therefore be our conſtant Endeavour, 
both to manage well the Stock of Tenants we 


have, and alſo to bring in and ſettle little induſtri- 
ous Colonies where our Lands want them, and by 
proper, good Bargains and long Leaſes make all 
of them love their Situation and by Degrees 
ſpread even over the barreneſt Parts of our Lands. 
If we watcht over the breed of our Tenants, or 
cheriſht them as much as thoſe of our Horſes, 
Sc. we ſhould ſoon have Droves of them and 
labouring Men inſtead of Bullocks and Sheep, 
and find the wide Difference in the Profit by 
making uſe of them, as to Plant our Lands to the 
beſt Advantaeg poſſible. Our People by ſuch En- 
couragement like thriving Hives throw off new 


Swarms to ſeek out the beſt and neareſt Settlement 


to the Mother-ſtock, and rob the Earth of its 
annual Sweetneſs by their induſtrious Toils, and 
then improve it's Produce by all the Arts of 

Manufacture, x 
It is chiefly for want of this Care in our Land- 
lords, that ſuch Shoals of our Families have gone 
to the Weſt Indies, by which tho Nation loſes near 
thirty Pounds an Head, valuing them as little better 
than Slaves and Negroes, belides the Subſtance 
and Manual Arts they carry with them whick 
G 2 will 
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will come to much more. Had they any proper 
Encouragements good Uſage or Bargains here, 
they would never run the Hazard of long Voyages 
and Ship-wrecks and being ſtarv'd at Sea, or dy- 


ing by the Country Diſeaſe when they get on 


Shore; by which at leaſt one Third of them 
periſh and eſpecially of the poor Infants, which 
they ſacrifice to their wandring Humour. They 
would never go to live with tranfported Felons 
and Thieves and the off-ſcouring of the Earth, 
where there is no Worſhip paid to God, or regard 
to Men, where they can neither ſee their old 
Friends, Acquaintance or Relations, where all the 
Conveniences of Life as Cattle, Cioaths, Furniture, 
Beef and even Indian Flower are ſo exceſſively 
deer, where Labour and Slaves are ſo expenſive, 
and where they muſt build their own Houſes, and 
ſtub and grub every Acre they get and thereby pay 
fully thirty Years Purchaſe for it, and where at the 
fame time their Lives are every Hour in Danger 
from the treacherous Aſſaults, Day and Night, of 
the Savages, and from open Wars of the French 
and Spaniards, and their Goods from the private 
Thefts of their Neighbouring Felons. But as 
Numbers of late have been Shipwreckt or died 
there by Famine, and others return'd from thence 
beggar'd and undone, and as there is now good 
Encouragement in Munſter and Connaught for the 
People in the North to go ſettle there, poſſibly by 
the Care of our Government and the Kindneſs of 
wiſer Landlords (if they ſend their Agents among 
them) this Evil may in time be remov'd. This 
I am ſure of, it has weakned and is weakning the 
Projeſtant Intereſt fo much, and hurt the Whole of 
our Nation fo grievouſly by carrying off the two 
things in the World we could leaft ſpare, yr 
ready 
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ready Money, and the Hands that uſed to bring it 


into us by their Manufactures, that ſome Reme- 
dies ſhould be thought of as ſoon as poſſible. 

One would hope it might ſecure us from the 
continuance or return of ſo terrible a Drain, if 
ſome Act paſt obliging all who go off, to give 
Security. for paying their Debs, and if the Land- 
lords were © .ow'd a Right of Preemption, or 
ſome Part of the Purchaſe-Money of their Leaſes 
for his Conſent, or if to encourage their Return 


(which would greatly diſcourage others to Pur- 


chaſe) they ſhould be allow'd their Leaſes again, 
n twithſtanding the Sale, if they came back in 
twelve Months Time and repaid the Purchaſe- 
Money, it mightbe no ill Means to keep our People 
at Home, or bring them back to us. It might alſo 
be an effectual Stop to this prevailing Humour, 
if our Merchants and Gentlemen would join, and 
employ one of our Ships, that Trade thither, - to 
bring back in her Return all Jriſbmen gratis, who 


deſir'd it; for I am perſuaded the Accounts they 


would give their Friends on their return, would be 
above all others the moſt efficatious Remedy for 
this galloping Conſumption of the Kingdom. 
Were our Gentlemen in Munſter and Connaught, 
half ſo diligent in ſending People and Letters 
among them, and bearing their Charges to ſee 
their Lands and Propoſals as thoſe from America 
are, we might ſoon ſee theſe ſwarms of our little 
Northern Hive ſettle there, and prevent ſo much of 
the Blood and Treaſure of the Nation running 
off from us, and then we ſhould in Time ſee 
thoſe Parts of the Kingdom well Peopled, not 
only with Proteſtants, but Weavers, Spiners and 
Bleachers like the North. 


And 
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And having thus ſum'd up the chief Rules, 
which we ſhould obſerve as Landlords for the 
Service of our Country, I ſhall only ſay in the 
Cloſe, that if Gentlemen would with Zeal and 
Spirit endeavour to Practice ſuch of them as they 
found the moſt convenient it would be the greateſt 
Service to their Families at the ſame time that it 
would be of the higheſt Advantage to our ne- 
glected Country. But alas! the Truth is, that 
moſt of our Landlords have no other View or 
Care as to their Fortunes, but to rack them as 
high as they can, and then ſpend the Rents on 
their Pleaſures, Diverſions and luxurious Living, 
and leave their wretched Tenants to ſhift for them- 
ſelves entirely forgot and diſregarded. This is 
both the greateſt Inhumanity and alſo the greateſt 
Imprudence, for at laſt, by the breaking of the 
r People, who fall in Arrear and are unable to 
pay ſuch high Rents, we looſe more than we gain, 
and pay a dear Fine for our Cruelty and Avarice, 
and neglecting to take due Care of our Tenants, 
and the Directing, Aſſiſting, and Improving them 
every way, Whereas if even for our own Sakes, 
we would watch over the Wants or Defects of our 
poor People to ſupply them, and would both ſet 
them good Bargains, and help, adviſe and befriend 
them in all the Points we have been ſpeaking of, 
we ſhould improve our own Fortunes as well as 
their Circumſtances, and at the ſame time be- 
come Fathers to the Poor and Patriots of our 
Country. How would ſuch a Gentleman be 
loaded with the juſt Praiſes and Bleſſings of the 
happy People who live under him ? who as his 
Dependants, and Creatures live by him and thro' 
him, to whom he becomes as it were a God upon 
Earth, Suſtaining, Protecting and providing for 
them, 
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them, and in whoſe Charity and Providence un- 
der the Almighty Governor and Lord of all, they 
live and move and enjoy their Being in the trueſt 
Senſe of the Word, 

Let us now conſider our ſelves in another very 
important Situation, where every one has conſide- 
rable Influence and Power when properly exerted, 
and that is as a Maſter of a Family and let us lay 
down the firſt RESOL UT io, as abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to the great End we keep in view namely, 


That we will as Fathers and M. aſters of 
Families, regulate our Conduct and Ex- 
pences, as ſhall be moſt conducive to the 


Service of Ireland and the good of our Po- 
ſterity. 


*Tis a little unaccountable, that many of our 
Gentlemen, who would hazard their Lives to de- 
tend Ireland in an Invaſion, or a War, can be ſo 
careleſs in the Management of their Expences, to 
ſave it from that inevitable Deſtruction, which it 
muſt fall into, if they allow in themſelves or en- 
courage in others, the Conſumption of Foreign Co- 
modities. All of them that ſce the Evil and give 
into it, either think themſelves excuſable, becauſe 
it is faſhionable, or elſe they are ſo eaſy in their 
Circumſtances, they fondly think the bad Conſe- 
quences will hardly affect their private Fortune, 
careleſs as to the Publick. It is true moſt Nati- 
ons do indulge in ſome Degree in this kind of 
Luxury, but it is as true that while it is only ex- 
penſive to them it is fatal to us, for it ſtands them 
only in Money which they abound with, but it 
coſts us the very Lives of our People, whom we 
ſtarve or drive abroad, whom we cannot * 
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and might employ, if we uſed their Manufactures. 
But tho? it only took away our Money, don't we 
all know that this Drain of our Specie has funk 
our Credit and Trade into a dangerous Conſump- 
tion, and is it not high Time to put a Stop to it, 
while there is any Hope of our Recovery. On 
the contrary we ſquander it away as if we had too 
much of it, or believ*d the keeping of it would 
hurt us, and throw it into the Laps of Foreigners, 
as the mad Philoſopher did his, into the Sea, and 
deſtroy it, leſt it ſhould deſtroy us. 
We ſall know that in common Life, he who 
lays out his Money on what he has no Occaſion 
for, is reckon'd little better than a Spendthrift, 
tho' he buys it ever fo cheap, but if he pays dear 
for it alſo, his Extravagance ſpeaks him a Fool, 
but if the Proſperity or Miſery of his Family de- 

nds on it, he becomes in every one's Opinion a 
perfect Madman. Let us carry this Reflect ion 
from a private Family to a whole Nation, (and 
what is a Nation but an Union of many Families) 
and conſider what Name cur Conduct deſerves, 
who laviſh our Food and Raiment for Trinkets 
and Toys, to pleaſe the Eyes of Fools, and Drinks 
and Dainties to pleaſe the Palates of Epicures. 

One may eaſily conceive why we ſhould give 
one half of our Subſtance for Corn, and Coals, 
Bark, Hops, and Iron to our Neighbours, but 
why we ſhould ſquander away the other half for 
Silks, Lace and Liquors is inconceiveable I own, 
if we are ſuppos'd to act upon the common Prin- 
ciples of Reaſon and Self- preſervation. Is there no 
other Cure to be hop d for our Extravagance but 
abſolute Poverty, and an utter incapacity of paying 
for the Riot of their Palates and Fancies? Is it ; 


not a Reflection big with the Ruin of us all, that 
the 
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the Nation never was poorer or finer than now; 
as.if we thought to conceal our Poverty as Comines 
ſays Lewis the XI. trove to conceal his Sickneſs, 
by each Day putting on finer Cloaths till he died. 
Certainly whoſoever among vs deſires to have 
no Share in contributing to the Ruin of his Country 
ought to determine to have nothing to do with 
Foreign Luxury, and as all the Neceſſaries and 
even the Conveniences and rational Satisfactions of 
Life are to be had from the Products of our own 
Fields and Hands, we ſhould as much as poſſible 

confine our Expences to them. | 
Nay we ſhould think our ſelves oblig'd as good 
Iriſbmen, to confine them within the bounds of an 
honeft and rational frugality, not only that we may 
keep our ſelves and our Dependants above the 
ſcorn of a bafe and mercenary World, but that 
we may not leave them, as too many do, a race of 
Beggars and a rent charge and burthen on a Coun- 
try already ſufficiently impoveriſnt. We ſhould 
therefore try to imitate the thrifty Dutch who live 
on two Thirds of their Income, and lay up the 
other for a Proviſion for their Children, This 
alone would - make them rich without the help of 
their beneficial and extenſive Trade and would be 
no ill Remedy to us, who loſe every Year, by the 
Commodities imported for our Luxury, what we 
gain by thoſe weexport by pinching the Backs and 
Bellies of our ſtarved and naked People, I 
can't ſay how this frugal Method, we reſolve on, 
may be reliſht by thoſe of our Countrymen, who 
generally follow different Courſes, and are not 
content with ſpending their Income, unleſs they 
contract large Debts beſides, many of which (that 
they may be as honeſt, as they are wife) they 
never pay, tho? their Creditors and their Families 
are undone by truſting them; but J am ſure our 
H | Coun- 
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Country would find the Benefit of it, if it were 
followed by all. It is certain the S. Cantons 
and ſome of their Neighbours in Germany, who 
export nothing but Horſes and black Cattle and 
their Produce, would not grow ſo rich as they do, 
if their ſumptuary Laws had not prevented all Ex- 
pence in Foreign Commodities, and at the ſame 
time introduc'd a National Habit of Parſimony 
among them. Reflecting on theſe things, more 
than we have done, may do us ſome Service, and 
perhaps we ſhall find in Time that Frugality is 
not only neceſlary to keepa little Money, but that 
it is alſo as neceſſary to keep a little Virtue and 
Honeſty among us, 

A very flight Acquaintance, with Hiſtory 
is ſufficient to convince us, that the Natural 
Conſequeuce of out-living our Fortunes, muſt 
be, and in all States, ever has been, Rapine and 
Extortion and a diſhoneſt purſuit of Money as 
the only reſource of Men's Extravagance. 
Nay when men have reduc'd themſelves to 
narrow Circumſtances by their high living, 
rather than part with their Eſtates, they will 
chuſe to make Sale of their own Liberty, and 
that of their Country together, if it has any to loſe, 
or they can get any to bid for it. Whereas a 
prudent Management of their Fortunes, naturally 
keeps the Bulk of every Nation warm and in 
heart and its Gentry free and independent, and as 
unlikely to be tempted to injure their Country, as 
ſecure to reſiſt the Temptations, which a falſe Pride 
or a real Neceſſity makes too many yield to. Be- 
ſides all theſe Advantages to the Publick, and the 
particular Intereſt of every Family, we may alſo 
add, that Frugality is the great Source of that 
ſimplicity of Manners and content of Mind, 
which 1s the beſt Foundation for humane . 
nels; 
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neſs ; whereas Luxury and Vanity, and an Affec- 
tation of Politeneſs and Delicacy, is the troubled 


Fountain of all that Uneaſineſs, Envy, Vexation, 
and Spleen, which makes ſo many of our Gentry 
unhappy and wretched, amidſt the Plenty and 
Peace and Satisfaction, they might otherwiſe en- 


joy. As we have therefore laid down this general 
Rule for the whole of our Management, we will 


alſo fix ſome particular Reſolutions, for all the 
great Articles of expence, which can either affect 
the welfare of our Families or Country. 


We Reſolve therefore as Fathers, and Ma- 
fters of Families, to uſe no Sort of Cloaths 
and Furniture, which are not manufac- 
tur d in Ireland, 


This, as unfaſhianable as it ſounds, is only ſay- 
ing in other Words, that whereas ſeveral Hundred 
Thouſands of my Fellow Creatures in this Iſland 
get their bread (or would if we would let them) 
by Spinning and weaving, and dying, Sc. ſeve- 
ral Linen, Silk, and Woolen Commodities, I 
will come into no Iniquitous Faſhions, or Conſpi- 
racies of their Enemies at Home, or Abroad, to 


Beggar and ſtarve them. I hope I may be for- 


given the harſhneſs of the Expreſſion, if I ſay the 
fineſt Lady, in this fine Country, may throw 
away ſo much of her Thoughts, and Time, as to 
conſider that ſhe can by contributing her Mite 
and her Vote, prevent the driving ſo many Poor 
Families, with their wretched Offspring todeſpair 
and Deſtruction, and at laſt make it more faſhion- 
able to feed them by working in their own Houſes 
than begging at our Doors, and yet the only way 
ta do this is to encourage, and employ them, 

h | which 
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which is the Method all Nations on the Earth 
have ever followed, except this unhappy Ifland ; 
and has'been the only Means, by which all their 
Manufactures have been Nurſt up, and at laſt, 
and by flow Degrees, brought to Perfection, and 
all their Defects (which naturally ariſe from Ig- 
norance, Poverty, and its uſual Companion, de- 
ceit and Impoſition of all kinds,) carefully re- 
mov'd. Make it once worth their while to be In- 
duſtrious and Honeſt, and our Tradefmen will 
ſoon grow ſo, and that can only be done by bearing 
with their Faults, and buying their Goods, A 


ſure and quick Market, will in time improve our 


Stuffs, and our Silks as effectually, as it has our Lin- 
en, which had Faults enough at firſt, till an en- 
larg'd demand for it begot Numbers of Manu- 


facturers, and thence a ſure Proſpect of Gain, by 


Honeſt Induſtry, then ſkill, and at length Per- 
iection. This is the ſole expedient to keep our 
poor Workmen from Miſery and Want, and re- 
move their Tricks or Ignorance, as it will make 
their Reformation and Improvement, their Inte- 
reſt, . by letting them ſee, we are fixt to puſh for- 
ward their Induſtry, and take off their Commodi- 
ties, inſtead of railing at the badneſs of the Work, 
the poorneſs of the Pattern, the breadth or the 
fFneneſs, the Strength or the Beauty, when the 
force of the Objection at the bottom is, that *tis 
Triſh, and made in a Country, out of which as the 
Fews ſaid of Galilee, we think no good thing can 
come, However, I will venture to be ſo unpolite, 
as to ſay, that if any thing cou'd leſſen the Charms 
of our Triſh Ladies, in the Eyes of our Country- 
men, *tis to ſee them dreſt out in the Spoils, and 
Pillage of their Country, and riding in Triumph, 
like a Barbarous Conqueror, great by the * 
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of half a Nation. Paint or the Small-Pox could 
not more effectually deface their Charms; where- 
as, how amiable, on the other ſide, muſt ſheappear, 
who with all her Ornaments, takes no other Pride 
in her Dreſs, than that ſo many Triſh Families, 
owe their Lives, as much to her Splendour, as to 
that of the Sun. Can Truth to her future Huſ- 
band, or Piety to Heaven adorn her more ? Surely 
no! to Shine and to bleſs, and be bleſt, is peculi- 
arly, is deſervedly her Lot, and may the number 
of her Admirers, be ever equal tothoſe of the poor, 
whom She thus feeds and Cloaths, by the Charity 
of her Magnificence. It is chiefly to the prevail- 
ing of this generous regard to our Poor in our La- 
dies, that our Iſland is to date its Proſperity or Mi- 
ſery, for as the great Buſineſs of Dreſs is entirely 
under their Influence, and as all Faſhions ariſe 
from them; if they once reſolve to grace, and en- 
courage our Manufactures by wearing them, we 
ſhall ſce them vaſtly improv'd, in Proportion, as 
Forreign ones are diſcoorag'd, to the mighty be- 
nefit of our People. We can never forget when 
our ſtarving Manufacturers had Collections made 
for them in our Churches, and our Ladies, took 
up a Reſolution to wear their Stuffs and Silks, 
what an Influence it had, and what great aſſiſtance 
it gave to Thouſands of poor Families, whom this 
ſhort liv'd Humour retreiv'd from ruin; and if 
this Method of our Ladies wearing our own Ma- 
nufactures, ſhouldever grow to be cuſtomary, and 
get the ſacred name of Faſhion ſtampt on it, it is 
ſcarce credible what Induſtry, Plenty and Proſpe- 
rity it wou'd ſpread thro* Ireland. Our Gen- 
tlemen (except "Hg very fine Gentlemen indeed) 
have equally ſhewn their Humanity, and good 
Senſe, in this particular, and by their careful wear- 
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ing, and encouraging all our Manufactures, have 
brought them to a degree of Perfection, that is 
very ſurprizing in ſo ſhort a Time, and under ſo 
many Difficulties. If this Spirit had not been 
raiſed and kept up among us, we mult have 
worn Frizes, or like ſo many merry Beggars 
fate over our French Wine, in worn out ſcraps of 
Dutch Linen and Engliſh Rags. 

*T is true our broad Cloths, as well as our Silks, 
have not that Beauty and fineneſs, with which our 
Neighbours in Great Britain, make them up, but 
thank God, we begin to think ourſelves Suffici- 
ently fine in our own Feathers, and Ireland may 
ſay to ſome of thoſe very pretty Fellows, who 
think otherwiſe, as Lewis the XIV. did to the 
Dauphin, who wore a fine Engliſh Suit on his 
Birth Day: „Sir, you had done more Honour to 
«© me and your Countrymen, had you been dreſt 
« as I am, in our own plain Drap du Berry.” 
We read in Hiſtory of one Hippias, who was 
juſtly admired by all Greece, at the Olympick 
Games, for being dreſt from Head to Foot, in his 
own Manufacture, and tho? none of us can come 
up to this good Grecian, yet all of us ſhould take 
care to place the main Circumſtance, as to Orna- 
ment in Dreſs, in being habited in the produce of 
our own Lands, and the Workmanſhip of our 
Natives. 

Every fix Pence ſpent in Foreign Goods, is 
robb'd from our People, and is ſo much Bread 
taken from their Hungry Mouths; and he among 
us who thus neglects his Country, tho* he may 
rail at Abſentees, for impoveriſhing it, is ſo far to 
all Intents and Purpoſes, one of them himſelf, with 
this aggravating Circumſtance, that he does freely 


and of choice, what the others are often forc'd to. 
We 
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We ſhould therefore be ſo far irom Encouraging 
ſuch a Practice in ourſelves; that we ſhould not 
allow it in any one inour Families, from the higheſt 
to the loweſt; nor ſhould any trivial Defects in our 
Manufactures prevent our perſiſting in this Re- 
ſolution, being ſenſible that they all proceed from 
the Poverty of our Workmen, and that from the 
want of encouraging them to make better. This 
is the effectual Way to ſtop the exceſſive Drain of 
our Imports, which eat up the Vitals of our Peo- 
ple; and if there was an aſſociation in every Coun- 
ty, to this End or ſuch a Subſcription as was ſet 
up in 1664, in the old Duke of Ormond's Go- 
vernment, it would be of infinite Service to us. 

The melancholy Fate which the Lace Bill 
had, that was, in the laſt Seſſions, thrown out by the 
Parliament, gives us little Reaſon to hope for 
ſumptuary Laws to reſtrain our Extravagance in 
ſuch Things; and therefore every one ſhould pre- 
ſcribe ſuch a Law to himſelf and his Dependants, - 
and make it as inviolable as thoſe of the Medes 
and Perſians. Our Laws have indeed provided 
a decent Suit of Cloaths for every one of the poor- 
eſt of our People, when they are dead, but with- 
out ſome Method of encouraging our Manu- 
factures, we can never hope to ſee them wear any 
thing but Rags while they are living. 

Another great Article of Expence which af- 
fects the Welfare of Ireland, is that of our Table, 
and therefore it ſeems Neceſſary to lay down this 


unalterable Rzs0LVT10N for our Conduct there- 


He 


(64) 


We Refolve as Maſters of Families that, as to 

Drinking, we will contribute as little as 

poffible to the exceſſive and deſtructi e Con- 

| 2 of Foreign Wines and Bran- 
ies. 


This would ſeem a terrible Sentence to a Coun- 
try, that, of late Years, has flow'd with Wine, as 
much as the Land of Canaan did with Milk ; but 
alas! it is juſt as reaſonable in our preſent miſera- 
ble Circumſtances, as if a Phyſician ſhould forbid 
faſt living to a Patient in a deep Decay. And yet 
as debaucht as we are grown, many Men can re- 
member when we were as remarkable for our So- 
bziety, as we are now for Rioting and Drunken- 
neſs; when our Anceſtors, of the beſt Families of 
the Nation, us'd to have their Wines brought in 
by Dozens, and when Sack and Spirituous Li- 
quors were ſold, at the Apothecaries Shops for 
Cordials to the Sick. The Taverns indeed have 
long ſince taken that Trade out of, their Hands, 
but in return they have brought theih in ten fold, 
a greater one, for their Drugs, by encreaſing the 
Number of Patients, and what is worſe of Di- 
ſtempers too. And indeed if a Liſt were made of 
all our Iriſß Gentlemen, who in our own Memo- 
ries have loſt their Lives, or impaired thelt Con- 
ſtitutions, by too much good Nature, in com- 
_ plying with the uſual Exceſſes, it would poſ- 

ſibly make us drink a little leſs and think a little 
more; we are now grown to that exceſſive Extra- 
vagance in Wine, and what is ſtill more injudicious, 
in French Wine, that we pay at the loweſt Medinm 
above 
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above 130, ooo per Ann. for our Wine and Brandy 
| from France alone, beſides large Quantities of the 
R latter which are run, nay the very Duty in one 
Week for Wine, has lately amounted to 18,000 I, 
and if it were poſſible we could pay for it, I 
Queſtion not but we ſhall have more and more 
imported on us from the ſenſeleſs and ridiculous 
Emulation our Gentlemen have fallen into, who 
ſhall have the largeſt Cellar and ſpend the moſt 
Hogſheads every Year. This has rais'd the Value 
of Wine immeaſurably at home, as well as agood 
deal in France, ſo that as if we fear'd we ſhould 
not be ruin'd time enough, we uſe twice the 
Quantity and give double the Money we us'd to 
do, which, if it were worth while to complain of 
any thing in Ireland, is (I ſpeak it with all De- 
ference to our good Merchants and their wiſe 
Cuſtomers) a little hard, At the Groom-porters 
the Gameſters are allow'd to call for Wine gratis, 
which 1s Favour little enough to comfort hun- 
dreds that are beggar'd there by that Trade, but 
our Merchants aiter having half undone us by one 
Traffick, which leaves our poor nothing to eat, 
compleat our Ruin by making us pay in the moſt 
exorbitant manner for a little honeſt Liberty to 
drink hard. It is true, our good Friends in France 
and Spain have us'dus as ill in raiſing the Price, as 
we do our ſclves in enlarging the Quantity, but as I 
can't exprels it better than in Sir Francis Brewſter*s 
Complaint on the ſame Point, the Reader will 
forgive me if I quote that Gentleman to whom 
Ireland is infinitely oblig'd. *Tis in his Eſſays 
on Trade, p. 33. I begin with that of Wines, 
* and in that we tranſgreſs two ways, firſt in the 
Rates we pay for them, and then in the 1 
5 ce 
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ceſs of our uſe of them, and in both theſe to 
the reproach of our Nation and the Wonder 
of our Neighbours: And it is the more un- 
« happy ſince, as we raiſe the Price of Foreign 
«© Commodities, they lower the Rates of ours, 
* and by that beat us from the Original Trade, 
* which was at worſt to pay for Wines with our 
C Manufactures, but moſt commonly, we had 
«© Money to boot. In my Father's Time (who 
dealt much to Spain) the firſt Coſts of Sherries 
ſeldom exceededtwenty Pieces of Eight the Butt, 
and that of Canaries not 280 Ryalls Plate the 
&« Piece, and now the firſt ſeldom goes under 40 
c and the latter 800. And in the Compals of 
e my own Knowledge almoſt as great a riſe has 
& been on French Wines. The firſt Cargoe | 
« was concern'd in from Bourdeaux, we had the 
c beſt Greaves Wine for 24 Crowns the Tun, 
& which I have lived to ſee Current at 48. I 
<« give theſe few Inſtances which I think enough 
&« to denominate us amiſs in our Conduct in 
e Trade. God has given us Underſtandings at 
&« leaſt equal to other Nations; and a Country ex- 
« ceeding any in Europe, for the Product of Na- 
e ture and Situation for Trade, and yet this like 
c the Fortune of a debaucht Heir is conſum'd in 
„Luxury, which might be thought worth the 
« Conſideration of the great Council of the 
Nation how to reſtrain.” Thus far the judict- 
ous Sir Frcanis Brewſter, and ſince I have quoted 
him I will venture to add a few Lines from Mr. 
Gee's ingenious Tract on the Trade and Naviga- 
tion of Great Britain, which is as applicable to 
our Caſe (Page 113.) in theſe Words. “ Before 
* the Beginning of King Villiam's War, out 
66 great 
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ec great Conſumption of Wines was thoſe of 


& France, and the higheſt we annually imported 
« from thence did not exceed 18 or 20 l. per 
« Tun; but Florence Wine being the deareſt and 
« ſcarceſt was generally accounted the higheſt 
« Entertainment. But the Prohibition of Hfencb 
« Wines ſoon made them ſcarce, and conſequent- 
s ly they became moſt faſhionable, and the fineſt 
“ Gentleman that gave the higheſt Price for his 
% Claret. The Gentlemen about Bourdeaux that 
% could keep their Wine ſoon found out our 
6 Foible, and inſtead of ſelling their beſt Wines 
« at the Prices they did before the War, got them 
“ up to 80 l. per Tun, or more, and ſome parti- 
« ticular Importers choſe rather to kcep up thoſe 
ee high Prices, than to have them cheaper. I 
« mention'd to one of thoſe Importers the great 
% folly I thought it was to raiſe the Price upon 
“ our ſelves ; he replied, the greater Prices they 
* gave abroad, the greater Profit they would get 
0 by it. Gentlemen would not think it good un- 
&« leſs it coſt them five or ſix Shillings the Flaſk. 
“% However I believe this Evil might be remedied, 
and thoſe very Wines bought abundantly cheap- 
« er, for no other Nation pretends to give the one 
« Half of what we now give.” Theſe Quotati- 
ons, ſince they are ſo big with Matter, and 
ſo nearly concern us as well as Great Britain, 
they will deſerve, from Beginning to End, a 
little more time to think on, than it may be we 
can ſpare, but they may lie here till we have more 
Leiſure, a Ron to reflect on them, for at pre- 
lent I am not ſo abſurd as to hope or imagine, that 
we ſhould give our ſelves any trouble about re- 
medying ſo neceſſary an Evil, which, as the Poet 
| 12 ſays 
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fays merryly of his Friend, wwe can neither bear, 
nor live without. For this Affair of Drinking is 
grown ſo faſhionable a Vice, that there is neither 
managing any Buſineſs, .gaining any Point of In- 
tereſt, carrying any Election, or procuring any 
Place or Preferment without it. We drink, as Tact- 
ius deſcribes the old Germans, Night and Day, and 
tho? we have poyſon'd our Bodiesand debaucht our 
Minds, tho? we have enricht our Enemies, im- 
poveriſht our ſelves, and undone our wretched 
Country, yet to comfort us, this may be ſaid 
for our Honour, that we have got the Character 
of bearing our National Miſeries with the beſt 
Grace, nay and of being the moſt boon Compa- 
nions, and the faireſt Drinkers in Europe, and, 
what 1s worth all the reſt, of paying our good 
Merchants fully as well, as Beggars do the Ale- 

Wives. | 
What is moſt amazing in this Epidemical 
Madneſs is, that there are few Men of Virtue or 
Senſe among us but rail at it, lament it and prac- 
tice it; and while they cenſure the Folly of the 
Cuſtom and the Tyranny of Faſhion and own it 
will be our Deſtruction, go on to continue it and 
gravely drink the Proſperity of Treland in its 
Blood. It puts me in mind of a Story, which the 
famous Menage tells us of a Footman in Paris, 
who own*d with Sorrow to his Father Confeſſor, 
that he had beggar'd his Family and ſpent all in 
his Wages by this amiable Paſſion for drinking. m 
When the Confeſſion was over, the honeſt g 
Lacquey pulls out ſome Half-pence to pay the it 
Prieſt, no! no! ſays the good Father, upon my te 
« Word! not a Farthing, poor Fellow, keep it I 
„ for Drink. »Tis much in the ſame way, that Ne 

| we 
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we pity and pardon one another, and live ina very 
charitable and hoſpitable Manner together, empty- 
ing our Purſes and filling our Cellars, as if we 
thought to leſſen our Diſtreſſes, by enlarging our 
Extravagances, as honeſt Milo us'd to encreaſe 
his Strength every Day by augmenting his Bur- 
then, But let us ſay of this Deluge of Wine, 
which has ſunk our Country, as Seneca does of 
Ovid's Deſcription of that, which deftroy'd the 
World, it is indecent to ſport thus with the De- 
ſtruction of Nations, and divert ouſelves with 
2 the general Ruin in ſo light and tri- 
vial a Manner, and as we can never expect to ſee 
this Bane of Ireland entirely remov*d, let us con- 
tent our ſelves with hoping that our Legiſlature 
will ſoon lay ſuch further Taxes on this conſump- 
tive Drain, as may hinder it from beggaring thoſe 
of more moderate Fortunes among us. For this 
Affectation of drinking Wine has got even into 
the middle and lower Ranks of our People, and 
the Infection is become ſo general, that a little 
hedge Inn would be forſaken by our Drovers, 
Horſe- Jockeys, Cadgers and Carriers, if they 
wanted it, or at leaſt ſomething which the Mer- 
chants has given a ſtrong Reſemblance of Wine 
to, not only as to its Colour and Smell, but even as 
to its Taſte. Thus this Poyſon is circulated to the 
Loſs of the Nation in point of Health, as well as 
in vaſt Quantities of Vinegar, which ſuch Wine 
might often ſerve and fell for, and the Expence of 
great Sums, which our poor People can ill ſpare, it 
it were not for the Glory of drinking like their bet- 
ters, And indeed as in all National Plagues, each 
Man endeavours in the moſt unaccountable man- 
ner to infect his Neighbour, ſo this horrible one 


IS 
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is now ſpread by all, thro* all, to that degree, 
that in ſome Years Ale will be drunk only by our 
Labourers and Beggars, and our Barly be ſcarce 
worth ſowing, or dunging our Lands for it. 

If French Wines, were liable to a much higher 
Tax, this evil might be remedied, and ſince Wine 
we mult have, why we ſhou'd not encourage that 
of Portugal by lower Duties, is very ſtrange, ſince 
it wou'd help to fink the price of French Wine, 
and is much wholeſomer and wou'd waſte leſs of 
our Money in buying it, and as it is ſtronger leſs 
of our Time in Drinking it: And ſurely our mid- 
dle People may be contented with it, ſince it is cer- 
tain that in England, few Gentlemen of 1000]. 
per Ann. ever buy an Hogſhead of French Wine 
in their Lives, we ſhould in all reaſon alſo lay 
2 Prohibition on French Brandy, fince we fee it 
will otherwiſe be run upon us, and above all, as 
our Diſtillers make excellent Spirits, from our own 
Grain of Aquavitz, which are as palatable and 
vaſtly cheaper, and wholeſomer, and do alſo fur- 
niſh us with an Uſquebah, which no Nation can 
come up to. The Danes, we ſee in the late Lord 
NMoleſcvorth's Account of that Kingdom, make ex- 
cellent Brandy out of their Barley, and thereby 
entirely prevent the vaſt Conſumption of French 
Brandy, which they uſed to pay ſo dear for, and 
why we ſhould not be as Frugal as they, I cannot 
fee, unleſs as the Proverb ſays, we think there is 
a Time when ' tis too late to ſpare, Were Or- 
chards more generally planted among us, by ſome 
fuch Law, as was hinted before, we might ſoon 
have Cyder enough, not only for the common uſe 
of our own Tables, but for Inns and Alehouſes, 


and to ſerve to make an exceeding good Spirit 
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from, which is equal to moſt I have ſeen ; which is 
another Reaſon to make ſuch a Law be thought 
of. I have often met with Mead in Gentlemen's 
Houſes, which the beſt Palates miſtook for Palm 
Wine or Sack: It is certain that in Poland, and 
and Moſcovy, tis the general Liquor, at the beſt 
Entertainments, and is one of the pleaſanteſt and 
wholeſomeſt beveridges in the World, and equal 
in Strength to moſt Wines; and I can ſee no Rea- 
ſon why our Gentlemen ſhou'd not uſe and im- 
prove it, unleſs it be that it is made at Home, and 
is too cheap to be offer'd our Friends, and too 
dear to be given our Servants. There are many 
other moſt agreeable Liquors us'd in England, and 
that were formerly made here by our Ladies 
of Quality and Fortune, ſuch as Gooſebery, Cou- 
ſlip, Currant and Roſberry Wine, but our Deli- 
cacy is ſo great, and our taſte fo refin*d, that the 
worſt Sort of French Wine, tho* ſo unwholeſome 
and fo dear, is preferr'd before them; and I fear 
willever beſo, tho? our Lives and Fortunes were put 
in the Balance with them. Before I leave this terrible 
Subject of Drink and Liquors, let me obſerve 
that the three Articles of Chocolate, Coffee, and 
Tea, and eſpecially the two laſt are not only ex- 
treamly expenſive, but to a great degree prejudi- 
cial to the Health, Strength, and V igour both of 
the Minds and Bodies of our People. There are 
a conſiderable Number of Phyſicians, who have 
wrote Books againſt them, and repreſented them 
as a kind of flow Poyſon, and forcwarn'd every 
one to abſtain from them; and tho* ſome others 
have writ in their defence alſo, yet certainly till 
the diſpute ſhould be decided, every body ſhould 
be cautious how they habituate themſelves to them, 
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and at leaſt not to take them in large Quantities, 
and two or three times a Day as many do. . 
how faulty ſoever Chocolate and Coffee may be, 
Tea is allowed by all to be ſo great a Narcotic, 
ſuch an Enemy to the Nerves and Fibres, fo 
apt to occaſion Palpitations, and Pejection of 
Spirit in both Sexes, and to have ſo large a ſhare 
in our common nervous diſorders, that tho? it 
brought as much Money into the Kingdom, as it 
takes out of it, we ought to load it with ſuch a 
Duty as might at leaſt preſerve the Poor from its 
ill effects, who cannot fee Phyſicians, But I am 
weary of Writing to no Purpoſe, for poſſibly if 
St. Anthony of Padua, had preacht to his Famous 
Congregation of Fiſh, to have liv'd in their beloy'd 
Element without drinking, he wou'd have made 
juſt as many Converts as I ſhall do in this matter, 
and therefore I ſhall diſmiſs it, and paſs to another 
Article of Expence, as to our Tables in Ireland, 
upon which I think we ſhould lay down this rea- 
ſonable ResoLUTION, viz. 


That as Maſters of Families we will baniſh 
from our Tables that Luxurious way of 
living, which is ſo common and fo Pernici- 
' ous to the Gentlemen of Ireland. 


This is a charge which has long lain againſt us, 
and Pm afraid with ſo much Juſtice that we have 
generally found our beſt Defence was to ſtop our 
Accuſers Mouths with good Cheer, as Thieves 
take off Evidence, by giving them ſhare of the 

Plunder. 
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Plunder. The truth is tho' this is a failing which 
moſt Northern Nations in Europe are a little Sub- 
ject to, yet if we may ſeem a little more addicted 
to it than others, I fancy we muſt lay the blame 
of it on the Circumſtances of our Country, and the 
Original Cuſtoms and Manners, of thoſe who 
came over as Adventurers in the many Wars, 
and Troubles that ſo frequently happened here. 
As therefore the bulk of our Gentry are deſcended 
from Engliſbmen and Soldiers, they ſeem to have 
inherited their Stomachs, as well as their Courage, 
which have been ſo often whetted by feaſtings, 
and Famines in their turns, that it has made us 
the fonder of enjoying our Plenty when we can get 
it. And beſides this, it is certain we have had few. 
People and leſs Money here, and little or nothing 
but Land, and great Herds of Cattle, to lay out our 
little Wealth on, and Proviſions being ſo Plenty, 
does as naturally beget good Cheer, as Wild 
waſtes of Paſture do cheap grazing. We had 
neither the Buildings or Gardens of 7aly, her 
Antiquities or Pictures, her Statues or Manu- 
{cripts, to refine our Taſte or employ our Time, 
or our Money on, and ſo, I fancy, inſtead of imi- 
tating the wifer People on the Continent, we fell 
to what was next us, and enjoy'd what the rich- 
neſs of our Soil, and the Frankneſs of our People, 
when undiſturb'd by War, threw before us; with 
all this it muſt be confeſt that we have carried this 
Matter too far, and that many of our Eſtates and 
Families have ſuffer'd by this poor ſort of Kitchen 
Luxury, which Seneca calls the worſt fate they can 
have, fediſſimum patrimoniorum exitium Culina. 
This is one ſad conſequence of our 1ri/þ Hoſpita- 
lity, to which many Men muſt chiefly impute that 
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Abſolute Negligence of their Domeſtick Affairs, 
and that terrible excuſe for it, an Incapacity to regu- 


late them by their overrunning their Income, to 


ſatisfy the craving wants of an Elegant way of 
living. Nouriſhing this fatal Pride of Politeneſs, 
and an high reliſh of theſe falſe and contemptible 
Pleaſures, produces an utter Scorn of the lit- 
tle views of a mean ſpirited Qficonomy, that is apt 
to deſcend to watch over the ſafety and Eaſe of our- 
ſelves and our Poſterity, and by ſetting Men 
above ſuch trivial Precautions, opens the flood- 
gates for that Prepoſterous Expence, which alone 
can make the ruin of an Houfe ridiculous in the 
Thoughts and Eyes of Honeſt Men. But be- 
ſides theſe ill Conſequences, it has had one, if poſ- 
ſible, rather worſe, and that 1s breeding upa uſeleſs 
Dependance of Trencher flies, feeding the Idle, 
and the Lazy, and encouraging Voluptuouſnels, 
diſorder and Intemperance, which as naturally 
breed Vermin in the State, as Heat and Dirt and 
Eaſe do in the Body. Whereas were our People 
us'd to earn their Food before they eat it, and 
every one laid under a Neceſſity of being Induſtri- 
ous, that deſerv'd to enjoy Plenty, and good 
Cheer, it wou'd have cur'd many of their Indo- 
lence and Idleneſs, and put them on Methods of 
Induſtry, inſtead of fawning and waiting like 
Dogs on other Mens Tables. I think Sir Wil- 
liam Petty, in his Verbum ſapienii propoſed a Fund 
for the Dutch War, to be raiſed from the People 
working one 20th part more than they did, and 
eating one 20th part leſs, viz. faſting on Friday 
Nights; buthow oddly ſoever his Propoſal appears 
I dare undertake if the Superfluous expence of our 
uſeleſs Diſhes and Dainties were laid out in Ma- 

nufactures, 
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nufactures, or encouraging Trade, we ſhould find 
a great Alteration in our Affairs. Tho' we 
wou'd not with for ſuch Sumptuary Laws as the 
Dutch nave laid on this kind of Luxury, where 
one cannot have a Diſh of choice, well dreſt Fiſh at 
a Tavern, without paying at leaſt thirty Exciſes for it, 
yet poſſibly if our exceſſes this way were Taxt, 
and People's Vanity in their Table, and Enter- 
| tainments reſtrain'd to their Fortunes and circum- 
ſtances, and their Exceſſes made Subject to pro- 
per fines, it wou'd be of great Advantage to the 
Publick. It is Evident that whatever cou'd be 
cut off thus from our Luxurious way of living, 
wou'd be ſo much clear Gains ſav'd to our Nati- 
onal Wealth, and without difguſting the generous 
Spirits of our high feeders, with the Calculations 
of ſome Political Arithmeticians on this Subject, 
[ ſhall only defire ſuch as incline to think on the 
Manners and management of our People, to conſi- 
der what the general Parſimony of the Dutch, this 
way is ſuppoſed to fave; then; when they have caſt. 
up that, let them compute what immenſe Sams it 
maſt neceſſarily ſtand us in to continue our Ridi- 
culous extravagances, and Luxurious feeding, and 
ſeaſting, and conſider what ſort of People we mult 
appear to be, who like the filly Crew ip Ulyſles's 
Ship are ready to Sacrifice our Country, and its 
Intereſt to a little ſenſeleſs Pleaſure, and till the 
Legiſlature prevents it, will I fear ever do ſo. 
While the tenderneſs of our Laws winks at ſuch 
Things, every Man ſhould ſupply that defect by 
the ekacteſt care in his own Family and Govern- 
ment, and by retrenching the Number of Super- 
fluous Diſhes, and that Waſte of Food and Viands 
which is found on our Tables, and endeavour in 
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his narrow Sphere, to ſuppreſs, all he can, the mi- 
ſerable Luxury of the Rich, and enliven, by the 
fame Method, the honeſt induſtry of the Poor. 
It every one would do thus, there would be na 
Occaſion for Fines or Exciſes, but without that I 
fear our People will not be cur*d of their Luxury 
but as the ConfeCtioner's Apprentice was of his love 
to Sweet-meats, viz. by ſurfeiting on them till he 
died. 

But I haſten to another RE SOLUTION, which 
it is incumbent on us to to lay down, and that 
is, | 


e Reſolve as Fathers and Maſters of Fa- 


milies, to educate our Children in ſuch a 
Manner as ſhall make them moſt uſeful in 
their Generation and ſerviceable to their 
Country, 


Without a right Education there is no Hope of 


ſoftning our Manners, or improving our Minds 


and laying lafting Foundations for Wiſdom and 
Virtue, without which, Men degenerate from the 
great Ends of their Creation, and ſink themſelves 
below the Beaſts of the Field. It ſhould there- 
fore be one of the chief Cares of our Lives, to 
give our Children the beſt we can, not in the vain 
hope to make them the fineſt and moſt accompliſht 
Gentlemen of their Age, but as good and wile and 
uiciul as poſſible. As one great Cauſe of that 


_ Love of our Country, which runs thro? all, pro- 


ceeds from the ſtrong Impreſſions, which we receive 
from having ſpent our Youth and conſequent!y 


tome of the brighteſt and livelieſt Hours - our 
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Lives there, I think it abſolutely neceſſary, that, 
to make ſuch Impreſſions as laſting and durable as 
poſſible, the Scene of our Education ſhould al- 
ways be laid and continued here as long as we can. 
We have a great many very large and generous 
Foundations for publick Schools, and moſt of them 
are fill'd with very able and diligent Maſters ; we 
may truly boaſt they have not been built in vain, 
tho? a certain prolifick Scribler of Epick Poems, 
has been pleas'd to ſay ſo. There are however 
ſome great Miſtakes in our Methods of Educati- 
on, that we ſhould endeavour to avoid ; the firſt 
is, that there is little more minded in moſt of our 
Schools than teaching the Languages, and in a te- 
dious Manner too; without a due Care of inſtilling 
into Boys Minds the noble Maxims and Senti- 
ments perpetually to be met with in the Claſſick 
Poets, which yet if they were duly pointed out, 
and fully enlarg'd on and enforc'd, whenſoever 
they occur, might ſerve for good and excellent 


Purpoſes and influence the whole Conduct of our 


Lives. The great Examples in the Greek and 
Roman Orators and Hiſtorians are alſo paſt over 
in as ſlight a Manner, which if skillfully ſet forth 
and recommended on all Occaſions, with that Zeal 
and warmth of Heart which they deſerve, might 
ſerve to fire and animate young Minds to copy 
and emulate their Virtues as much as the Trophies 
and Praiſes of Miltiades inflam'd Themiſtecles, to 
rival his glorious Character of the Deliverer of 


. Greece. But Boys are kept at School, merely fer 


the Languages and nothing truly uſeful to the great 
Ends of human Life is inculcated there, or proper- 
ly inſtilPd into their Minds, and as the great Roman 
Philoſopher complain'd in his Time, ſo may vie 
now, non Vite ſed Schol &diſcimus. Whereas Boys 


ſhould 
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ſhould be educated not to know Words and 
Sounds as if they were Charms and Enchantments, 


by which, without Sedſe or Meaning they were to 


Work Miracles by being able to repeat them, 


and to live on the Art, but to lay up in their 
Minds the great Principles of Truth and Honour, 
Wiſdom and Virtue, the Love of God and their 
Neighbour, an honeſt Zeal for the Happineſs and 
Welfare of our Country, the publick Peace and 
Liberty, and above all, for our holy Religion and 
the great Moral Duties which are its Baſis. 

There is another great Miſtake which peculiar- 
ly regards the Education of the Sons of our 
Noblemen and Gentlemen in our Schools, and 
that is neglecting to inſtru them in the great 
Art of ſpeaking well and properly before a pub- 
lick Audience. 

We all know by the peculiar bleſſing of cur 
Conſtitution, the Affairs of our Country are en- 
tirely manag'd by publick Debates, in great Aſ- 
ſemblies, where our Repreſentatives Model our 
Laws and form all Reſolutions that regard the 
Welfare of the Nation, It ſhould therefore be 
the firſt and great View of every Gertleman, to 
endeavour to ſerve his Country in Parliament, and 
to diſcharge that ſacred Truſt, when it is repoſed 
in him, with the beſt ſufficiency he can. To an- 
ſwer this good End, he ſhould not content him- 
{:1f with voting in all Debates with Truth and 
Integrity, according to the beſt of his Judgment, 
Lut he ſhould aim at the noble Power of reafoning 
and ſpeaking in ſo proper and forcible a Manner 
s may influence others to think and act in the 
ſame way that he does. And yet there is ſo little 
Care taken in our Education, of this very im- 


portant Point, that between the natural — 
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of moſt Gentlemen, and the extream negligence 
of Parents and School-maſters, we ſee numbers of 
them of the greateſt Abilities, and the beſt Un- 
derſtandings that are as unable to ſpeak in Pub- 
lick, as if they were Tongue-tied. Whereas if 
they were train d up in the Schools to pronounce 
ſome of the beſt Orations in the Claſſicks, and 
above all, ſome of our beſt Eugliſh Speeches, that 
are to be found in the Hiſtorics of our Parliament- 
ary Affairs and Debates there, and to deliver 
them with the due Emphaſis and Action with 
proper Motion and Cadence of Voice, and a full 
Senſe of the Subject they ſpeak on, it would ef- 
fectually remove that Girlith Diffidence and Baſh- 


fulneſs which they labour under without a poſſibili- 
ty of ſhaking it off, Nay this would be of more 
real Service and Uſe to them than all the Greet 
and Latin they generally get there, for they would 
not only, by frequently ſpeaking thus in the School, 
get a becoming Aſſurance and an Habit of ex- 
preſſing themſelves with Eaſe and Dignity on all 
important Subjects, but by often repeating the | 
noble Sentiments, Opinions and Arguments of our 
ableſt and worthieſt Patriots, they would get a ſtrong ö 
Taint and contract an Habit of thinking and act- | 
ing in the ſame Manner, and with the fame honeſt | 
Spirit they did. | 
As flight and trivial a Method, as this, which | 
we have ſo briefly hinted here, may ſeem, I dare i 
anſwer for it that whoever will put it in Practice, 
in the Education of the Children of our Nobility 
and Gentry, will find it of the higheſt Service to 
them; and what the Conſequences would be to 
our Country in the Management of all Pudlicl: 
- Affairs, in the making us more conſider'd, em- 
| ploy'd 
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ploy'd and regarded, and in raiſing our Cha: 
racters for Ability, Integrity and true Merit with 
our Neighbours in England, I leave to every 
Gentleman's Reflections, who thinks the Welfare 
and Honour of the Nation worth conſider- 
Ing. 
W Fault in our Schools is, that after 
Gentlemen ſend promiſcuouſly all their Sons 
thither, they do not chooſe out thoſe who have a 
Genius for the Sciences and remove the others to 
uſeful Employments, Trades and Buſineſs, but 
the whole crowd are driven together like Soldiers 
to a Battle, where the Brave and the Coward muſt 
go on in the ſame Rank together, tho? they flinch 
and fail when the Trial of Skill begins. This is 
one of the moſt ridiculous Affectations imagin- 
able, that, right or wrong, our Children muſt have 
Greek and Latin pour'd into their Mouths, till 
they ſpew them out again, without the leaſt 
Nouriſhment from them. This Humour pre- 
vails more in Ireland (which by its Situation and 
Circumſtances might give its Inhabitants other 
Thoughts) than any other Nation in Europe, and 
infects even the loweſt and pooreſt of its Natives. 
It puts me in mind of the working Schools in 
Holland, where blind Children are taught to get 
their Bread; and certainly many of our Chil: 
dren whom Nature has no more form'd for 
Learning than ſhe has the Dumb for Orators, 
ſhould like them, either learn fuch Arts and Ma- 
nufactures, as they are more diſpos'd to, and fit- 
ed for, or ſhould be employ'd in Country Buſi- 
neſs at Home, or a good Trade in the City. Duller 
Boys, as we call them, may, if another turn were 
given them, become infinitely more uſeful as Mer- 


Chants or Men of Buſineſs than moſt of the gut 
| | Crow: 
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crowd we call Scholars, and *tis more loſs of 
time to force all our young Gentlemen thus to 


drudge at Languages, as the Turks do at Trades, 


which they never intend to make uſe of, and which 


when they are enter*d into the World they know 
nothing of, but that they are thrown by as unſer- 
viceable — Senes perdenda fateri, Where a Boy 
that has fome Fortune, or is born a Gentleman, 
has no Capacity, or rather reliſh for ſuch Studies, 
let him be taken home and if he muſt read Books 
and improve his Taſte, as we call it, let him be put 
to read the tranflated Claſſicks, and eſpecially the 
Greek and Latia Hiſtorians and ſome of the beſt 
of the Modern and eſpecially our own, with pro- 
per Obfervations on them; let him be well skilPd 


in Geography and a little Aſtronomy and a Taſte. 


at leaſt of the Civil Law from Puffendorff, and if 
he writes a fair Handand underſtands Arithmetick 
fully with this, he may be of more Service to him- 
ſelf, his own Affairs and thoſe of his Country, if 
he has Truth and Virtue and is turn'd to Buſineſs, 
than if he was Maſter of all the Greek and Latin 
in it. If he turns himſelf with Spirit to Trade, or to 
Tillage, or to carrying on great Manufactures, he 
may be an Honour and a Blefling tothe Common- 
wealth, while he builds up his own Fortune on the 
Proſperity of his Country, tho' he ſhould not ba 
able, or inclin*d, to make any Advances in the Scien- 
ces. This is a much better way of beſtowing ſuch 
young Men than as Subalterns in our Army, or by 
encreaſing the crowd of ſtarving Lawyers and At- 
tornies, as too many are forc'd by their Parents to 
do, and often thereby for want of Bread and Bu- 
ſineſs foment Suits and Differences in their Coun- 
try and turn in a manner common Barrators, or, 
which is almoſt as bad, when they prove unfit for 

| L aſter 
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theCollege after throwing away ſo many of their beſt 
Years, they retreat to the Country to loiter away 
their Lives in Eaſe and Indolence, uſeleſs and liſt- - 
leſs and as very a Burthen to themſelves as to others. 

Such of our Children indeed as give evident 
Proofs of their having a Genius turn*d to the Sci- 
ences ſhould be highly encourag'd to cultivate them, 
with the greateſt Diligence, for ſuch Men will be 
ſo far from over-loading any of the learned Pro- 
feſſions that they will be a Credit and an Orna- 
ment to them, and will be fully equal to any 
Province they undertake. *Tis our great Hap- 

ineſs that we are under no Temptation, and 
much leſs a Neceſſity to ſend them abroad for their 
Education, for, God be thanked, we have at home 
an Univerſity with as good Statutes, Proviſions 
1 and Endowments as moſt in Europe, and the Num- 
bers of learned Men whom ſhe has ſent into the 
| World, and who are now living among us, is the h: 
| ſtrongeſt Proof of the Sufficiency both of the m 

Tutors and Education to be found there. How ty 

far indeed it is worth our while to breed ſuch un- of 
| reaſonable Numbers of your Youth to ſtarve as w. 
Curates in the Church, whole Parts and Applicati- ap 
on might provide infinitely better for their Subſiſt- CG 
ance and their Families, by employing their good MW all 
Senſe, Sobriety and induſtry in Trade abroad, or thi 
our Manufactures at home, I will not fay, tho' l in 
fear too many may reflect on it with Sorrow here- wi 
aſter, while there is ſo little Encouragement to bu 
thoſe, who wait at the Altar to partake of the Be- the 
nefits, they juſtly, tho? often in vain, expect from 
It. 


— D S 2 e 


But as I propoſe to ſpeak fully on theſe Sub- 
jects hereafter, I ſhall diſmiſs them at preſent, 


to pals to another great Miſtake in the Educator 
| 0 
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of our Jriſb Gentlemen, which I hope we ſhall 
leſs frequently fall into for the future, and that is 
ſending ſo many of them to travel. 

As generally as this Cuſtom prevails, I cannot 
but think it is carried too far in moſt Countries 
and above all others in Ireland, where very few 
that have good Fortunes fail of being ſent abroad, 
let their Underſtandings be of what ſize they will. 
I will not fay as Plato does in his XII. Book of 
Laws, That none ſhould Travel till they are turn'd 
Fifty and have Age and Experience to profit by it; 
but I am ſure none ſhould be ſent abroad, that 
have have not found Heads and ſtrong Parts, and 
who may therefore improve, as they ſay Wine does, 
by being exported. As no Man would Trade but 
where he had plain Hopes of enriching himſelf 
and Country, by the Returns he ſhould make, fo 
methinks, we ſhould ſend none to Travel, that 
have not almoſt a certainty of growing wiſer, and 
more ſerviceable to themſelves and the Communi- 
ty by their Rambles among Foreigners. It is our 
great Misfortune, that many of our Gentlemen, 
when they have once got this Turn, are very 


apt to forget the way home and indeed as it was 


God's Judgment upon Cain, to make him wander 
all his Life from his Native Soil, ſo one would 
think this poor Iſland had ſome of his Deſcendants 
in it, that are often baniſht from it in this Manner, 
without a Thought of returning. I do not deny 
but where Men have Abilities, Travelling opens 
their Views and enlarges the Mind, but I fear we 
are much better with narrow Minds, than ſuch as 
will make our Houſes and even our Country too 
little for us, to ſay nothing of our Churches, which 
Travelling, I doubt, as we manage it, does not 
help to crowd, It is certain it oftner hurts than 
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does Service to ſreland, and that many of our 
Gentlemen bring home with them a Scorn for our 
Poverty and Obſcurity, nay for our Soil and 
Climate, and have frequently like the Jews an 
hankering after the delicious Leeks and Onions of 
Egypt where they ſojourn'd. Yetafter all People 
have got ſuch Prepoſſeſſions in Favour of it, that 
young Men think it is the next Step they are to 
make into the World after Learning to ſpeak a 
little bad French, and to Dance a Minuet. It is 
certain thoſe who can look thro* the outſides of 
things, know there is generally little more in it, as 
to many of our modern Knight-Errants, than juſt 
to ſay with Truth, they have been at ſuch a Place, 
they {aw ſuch a Rarity, they converſt with ſuch a 
Man, or had ſuch an Adventure on ſuch an 
Occaſion, but as for any real Improvement, tis az 
ſurprizing, when it happens, as the Jews quitting 
A:gypt loaded with the Spoils they had got there. 
We have ſeveral Inſtances, however, of Gentle- 
men, who have return'd from Abroad to the 
great Advantage and Service of their Country, as 
well as their own Improvement, and have brought 
with them ſuch uſeful Obſervations on the Laws, 
Tillage, Trade, Manufactures and Mechanical 
Arts of Foreigners, as have prov'd of the greateſt 


Service to their fellow Citizens and Countrymen. 


It we had ſuch Returns often made us, inſtead of 
lame Accounts of Palaces and Fortifications, which 
every one knows, or fine Shews -and Curioſities 
to be met with in every Book of Travelles or 
little Hiſtories of Singers and Muſick, Fidlers and 
Faunuchs, which our Ears are bother'd with, we 
fhould find fewer Enemies to Travelling than we 
now do. Till then I fancy 7reland, will find her Ac- 

count 
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count much more in keeping her Sons at Home 
to aſſiſt her, than in ſending th them Abroad, to Ruin 


her, which is grown fo frequent of late, that one 


wou'd think they believ'd it a Service to her, and 
quit their Country, as Men do a Leaky Veſſel, 


which will be the longer in Sinking, the ſooner 


they lighten it by removing themſelves and Goods 
out of it. 

But I ſhall not enlarge further on this Subject, 
and hope the Reader will forgive me, if I tack to 
theſe hints on Education of our Children, a juſt 
Complaint as to their Fortunes, of that Cruel and 
unreaſonable Cuſtom, which is ſo general in theſe 
three Kingdoms, of ſettling the whole of our real 
Eſtates on the eldeſt Son. By this means it fre- 
quently happens that the worſt, and leaſt deſerv- 


ing of our Children, Riots and Revels in an over- 


grown Fortune (and what is a very great Aggra- 
vation of the Evil is thereby tempted to ſpend it 
Abroad,) while many Younger Sons, and Daugh- 
ters are left in the pooreſt, and loweſt Circum- 
ſtances, 

There are none who cannot recollect many living 
Inſtances of this kind, both as to the Merits, and 
Diſtreſs of the younger Children, in many Fami- 
lies, and as Pride alone ts the ſole Foundation for 
lo unnatural, and cruel a Treatment of our own 
Fleſh and Blood; ſurely it is to be wiſht that all 
Settlements at Marriage, ſhould be reſtrained here- 
in by Law, and that where there is a numerous 
Iſſue, the Payment of their Fortunes, and Main- 
tainance, ſhould be made more eaſy, and ſecure 
to them, and one third at leaſt of the whole, 
thou'd be conſtantly reſerv'd, to prevent their fall- 
ing into Want and M iſery, and to aftord them 

lome 
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ſome reaſonable Foundation for Induſtry to Build 
on. 


The laſt RxSoL TIN which ſeems proper 


for us to lay down for our Conduct, as 
Maſters of Families is this, that as 10 
our Servants, we will endeavour to the beſt 
of our Power, to keep ſuch as are more 
For uſe and neceſſary Employments, than 
Figure and Show, | 


Tho? I look on an Honeſt, and faithful Ser- 
vant, as a valuable and worthy Creature; and 
think we ſhould uſe ſuch, but as Humble Friends, 
yet in general, Servants are grown ſo great a 
Plague, and Incumbrance on Houſe-keepers, 
that I believe, as Squire Slender ſays in the merry 
Wives of Windſor, we ſhall be forc'd at laſt to 
wait on our ſelves. The Complaints of them are 
endleſs, they have raiſed their Wages to double 
what they were, and they ſeem reſolv'd not to do 
half ſo much for them as formerly. They agree 
as regularly for their Diet, that they ſhall have 
Tea, and be fed fo and ſo, as if they gave us a 
large Allowance for it, and when our Friends 
Dine with us, they wait as regularly to be paid 
for the treat, as Drawers at a Tavern, and make 
our Houſes paſs with Men of Sente for little better. 
As for their Cloath:, I will not ſay many of them 
wear as good as their Maſters, and if ſome ol 
them are ſo unfortunate as to be forc'd to wear a 
Livery, they ſtoop to it very reluctantly, with a 
firm Reſolution to get rid of that mark of Bond- 
age as faſt as they can; with all this they are ge- 


nerally exceſſively Idle, and if they are order'd Fo 
0 
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do any thing that is not directly their Buſineſs, 
will make no Scruple to diſpute, or at leaſt neglect 
it; indeed we ourſelves have corrupted them, and 
if we do not reſolve to remedy Matters in time, 
and reform them by proper Laws, we ſhall find 
ourſelves very ſoon in as uneaſy a Situation, with 
theſe middle fort of Gentry, as they are in Exg- 
land. There things are come to that paſs, that it 
is generally ſaid they wou'd gladly make an Act 
of Parliament, to regulate them, but that really, 
and in fact they dare not venture on diſobliging 
ſo great a Body, who have formed themſelves in- 
to a Society govern'd by Laws of their own, for 
the Suppreſling and Curbing the Inſolences, and 
rudeneſs of their Maſters. It is one of our Savi- 
or*'s Menaces, that a Man's Foes ſhall be thoſe of 
his own Houſhold, and certainly it never was 
more accompliſht than in theſe Times, when Ser- 
vants are ſo exceſſively paid for being ſo uſeleſs 
and debaucht, and at the ſame time ſuch Com- 
pleat Maſters of their Buſineſs, that they can cheat 
us, when they think fir, and obey us only when 
they judge it reaſonable, As their diet and their 
Cloaths, their Vales, and their Wages, are the 
great cauſes of their making us ſo uneaſy, we 
muſt pull down their Inſolence, by reducing them 
as near their old Standard as we can, if we de- 
fire to ſee them mended, or our Houſes in ſome 
tolerable Regulation. Bur there is another great 
Article concerning them, that calls loudly for Re- 
formation and that is their Number, for that is 
one great cauſe of all their miſ-behaviour and the 
great Refuge and Defence of all the Seditions 
and Rebellions, in the dregs of the People. We 
keep many of them in our houſes, as we do our 
Plate on our Sideboards, more for ſhow than. "_ 
uſe 
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uſe, and rather to let People fee that we have them 
than that we have any Occafion for them. Be- 
dauſe People of Quality tre forc'd to pay this 
Tax ſor their Title, our Gentlemen very freely pay it 
for their Pride, and that they may not be out of the 
Faſhion, of living beyond their Income; but till t 
it is altered we ſhall never be right at eaſe in our 1 
own Houfes, or thoſe of our Friends. The { 
Dutch, have wiſely prevented this in their well h 
govern'd State, where each Maſter pays about ti 
three Shillings Annually to the Government for WM # 
every Servant he keeps, but if ever we think of 4 
fuch a Law, I wou'd humbly Propoſe that the 
Tax, may riſe in Proportion, to the Number ve 7: 
give Wages to, as the Value of a Diamond does bi 
by the Carats which it weighs, and this wou'd be he 
the moſt effeCtual reſtraint on this filly A ffectation ch 
of Grandeur, I dwell on this Point the more, not m 
only as it Affects the eaſe of private Families, but ¶ ba 
as it has a terrible Influence on the Publick too, go 
for by the beſt Computation I can make, there N 
cannot be leſs than Ten Thouſand Men and oy 
Maid Servants employ*d, (I ſhould fay hir'd) WM te 
whom we have no Sort of Occafion for. As out WM on 
poor People do not love Labour, they ſqueeze M fro 
into Houſes, for an eaſy indolent Life, where they MW wh 
may feed and lie well, and do nothing, and as IM nite 
our Gentry love ſhow, and State, they ſeem to Bui 
hire them with no other view, but to get their 
Aſſiſtance in ſpending their Fortunes, In ſhort 
we ſhall find this Superfluity of Idle, and Inſo- 
lent Slaves, calls for a ſpeedy remedy from our 
ſelves, or the ſevereſt Tax from the Legiſlature, 
a Tax which no one could repine at, and which 
wou'd reſtore a vaſt number of our beſt Hands to 
our Labour, and yet raiſe an abundant fund to en. 
courage 
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courage many Manufactures, which we want, 


and which the Collectors of the Hearth-Moneß 


1 

g might raiſe, without the leaſt Additional Expence 
it to the Kingdom. 

e There is great deal more to be ſaid on this mat- 
Il ter, when there ſhall be ſome hope of doing good 


ur by it, but in the mean time we muſt content our- 
be ſelves with reſolving to regulate our own Houſes 
cll WW herein, as far as wecan ; and I ſhall now take No- 


tice of another ſort of Servants, which are as uſe- 
full as the others are uſeleſs, and that is ſuch as 
are employ*d in our Labour and Huſbandry. 

Not that theſe too are not apt enough to be 
Idle; and Lazy, when they are not well lookt to, 
but as the care of a good Overſeer and a little 
help of the Eye of the Maſter, does eaſily Reme- 
dy this, it need only be ſaid that ſuch an one 
muſt ever be had, one ſkilPd in Exgliſb Hul- 
bandry, and if poſſibly one from England can be- 
got, it will be ſo much the better. A ſufficient 


our own Farms, ſhould ever be kept by all Gen- 
tlemen, who incline to make Improvements, not 
only as there is no depending on caſual helps 
from independent Labourers, but alſo as thoſe 
who are train'd up by ourſelves, vill Work Infi- 
nitely better, and be much handier in all Sorts of 
Buſineſs than Strangers. | 

If a proper Method could be foung to hinder 
the cambling of ſuch People in Harveſt time, not 
only from Country to Country, but from King- 
dom to Kingdom, it wou'd both prevent a great 
Annual loſs of their Labour to this Nation, and 
alſo of many Hands which (I ſpeak from expe- 
rience) never return to us, and it wou'd alſo be a 
Remedy for ſome evil Conſequences at Home, 


M which 


Number of Cotters for conſtant work, reſiding on 
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which I think are better underſtood, than meniti= 
oned ; all I ſhall add to this Subject of Country 
Gentlemen's Servants, is that it wou'd be of great 
Importance, if the Faſhion of keeping their Maids 
buſy at their Spinning, were more univerſally fol- 
lowed than it is. For the Example of our Gen- 
try, herein wou'd have a great influence on their 
Tenants and Neighbours, and they would not 
only Spin finer Webs thereby (all which wou' d be 
clear Money ſav'd to the Nation as well as the 
Family,) but Gentlemen wou'd by this Means, 
train up the young Ladies, their Children, to love 
and underſtand, and carry on our Manufactures, 
This wou'd be of vaſt Service to them, and their 
Children, and our Country hereafter, and as ſe- 
veral Ladies of the beſt Families in Ireland, have 
generouſly begun to practice this, and recommend- 
ed it to others by their Example, ſo certainly it 
will be copied by all who have a rational Scorn 
of being uſeleſs, and ſpending their Mornings in 
pinning and dreſſing, in order to waſte the Even- 
ing in Viſits, or Prattle at Cards, Coffee and Tea, 
with the beſt Perions, and underſtandings of any 
Nation in Europe. *Tis Surprizing what perfect 
Cyphers our Ladies in theſe three Nations, gene- 
rally make themſelves, (or rather the wrong turn 
of their Education makes them) in their Families. 
If inſtead of trifling away their youth between 
Aſſemblies, Muſick- meetings, Ridotto's, ſeeing 
of Plays, and reading Romances and Novels, 
playing at Quadrill, and living as it were in a 
perpetual Viſit, they wou d make themſelves com- 
pleatly ſkill'd in Arithmetick, and Houſewifery, 
and Equally well acquainted with Hiſtory, and 
Embroidery, and all the manage of the Wheel, 
and the Loom, they wou'd not only like the 

| Ladies 


Ladies in Holland, govern, and deſerve to govern 
ö their Children Te Families, but even their 
: Eſtates and Affairs, and I could almoſt fay the 
; very Intereſts of their Country. In _ Mary's 

1 Time, her Example made all the Ladies fond 
D of the Character of being great Workwomen, 
| and then Embroidery, and knotting, were the 
Faſhion, to that degree, thatthey uſed to take the'r 
Work to their Viſits, It were to be wiſht our 
young Ladies, wou'd think their good Grandmo- 
thers, worth copying after in this Matter, or at 
leaſt as they are fonder of following French Faſhi- 
ons in other Things, that they wou'd imitate them 
in this good one, which 1s ſo general there, that 
both the Court Ladies, and the Merchants, and 
Rich Citizens Wives, when they Viſit their 
Friends, carry their little Embroidery Frames and 
even their little Spinning Wheels, and Rocks with 
them, that they may not quite throw away the 
Time which they ſpend Abroad. 

And thus having diſpatcht what we propoſed - 
to ſay on this Article, as Maſters of Families, 
let us now go on to conſider ourſelves in another 
Circumſtance of Life, where numbers among us 
muſt have no inconſiderable Influence, and that is 
1s Proteſtant Gentlemen, and as ſuch we ſhould 
10 down this firſt Res0LUTIQN for our Con- 

duct. 


That 
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That we will as Proteſtant "RET TN in Ire. 
land, do all in our Power to bring 
over our Countrymen from the Delufions, 
and Ignorance, which they are kept in by 
their Popiſh Prieſts, as the greateſt cauſe 
of their Miſery. 


It is but too well known to the World, and too 
much felt by ourſelves, that this poor Kingdom i is 
divided, or rather torn in Pieces, by two Religions, 
and which is ever the Conſequence, of the other, 
into two oppoſite Factions in the State. It is true 
the Terrible conteſts, that ariſe from hence and 
which, after ſpilling Oceans of Blood, laid waſte 
our Country, are, I hope, pretty well over, and 
Humanly ſpeaking can never diſturb us more; 
for tho* there is a Superiority of one ſide, as to 
Numbers, yet the Advantages of Arms, Strength 
and Power, is ſo entirely on the other, that there is 
not the Remoteſt Proſpect of Dangers from that 

uarter, However it is certain that our continu- 

ing thus divided, has very Miſchievous Conſe. 
quences to the Kingdom in general, as it leſſens 
our Natural weight "and Strength, and makes u 
as Spiritleſs and unactive, as a Paralitick body 
when one half of it is dead, or juſt dragg*d about 
by the other. It often puts me in mind of the 
poor [talian in London who had a little Twin-Bro- 
ther that grew out of his Breaſt, whom he careful 
ly nouriſht and cheriſht, being ſenſible that when 
his brother died, he cou'd not long ſurvive him, 
and I have often conſidered the Catholicks, and 
Proteſtans in Jreland, in this Light, who att 
cloſely united, and mult as inevitably r and 
ecaſ 
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decay together, With the utmoſt regard to the 
welfare and general good of Ireland, I muſt ſay, 
that while our religious Differences ſubſiſt here, 
(at leaſt on the Foot they now ſtand) we can never 
be a thriving or an happy People, and that there- 
fore till the State thinks fit to interpoſe further 


than they have yet done, and order proper Me- 


thods for converting the poor Natives, every Pro- 
teſtant Gentleman ſhould uſe his Endeavours to 
that good End, by his Influence and Authority, by 
Familiarity and Favour, by Perſuaſion and Rea- 
ſoning, and where they can read, by diſperſing 
proper Books and Tracts among them. 

Iam ſure I am influenc'd herein by no party 
Zeal, or blind Bigotry to my own Opinion and 
Perſuaſion in Religious Matters, but by a ſincere 
Benevolence and Good-will to my unfortunate 
Country men and a tender Senſe of thoſe Miſeries, 
which a wrong Turn in Faith and Politicks have 
drawn on them, I remember to have read in 
ſome Hiſtory, or Travellers, Accounts, of Perſia, 
that the chief Reaſon which made that Kingdom 
ſo flouriſhing and Populous, was an Article in 
the Religion of their Magi, that the three Actions 
a Man ſhould perform to render himſelf agreeable 
to God were to get Children, manure his Land, 
and plant Trees. I will only ſay if our good Ca- 
tholicks here would lay aſide ſame of the terrible 
Articles of their Faith, and above all that infernal 
one of being oblig'd in Conſcience to perſecute 
Hereticks with Fire and Sword, and take up this 
in their room, they and their Country would gain 
conſiderably by the Change. But however that 
be, an Union in Religion, is a matter of infinite 
Importance on many Accounts, abſtracted from 
all religious Conſiderations or the * of 

their 
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their Principles. What I ſhall chiefly inſiſt on here 
is this plain Fact, that *tis the Popiſh Religion 
that is the chief Occaſion of moſt of the Poverty, 


Idleneſs, Misfortune, and Miſery which too many 


of our People languiſh under. 

I ſhall urge ſeveral Things to ſhew the Truth, 
of this and when I have done that, I ſhall give 
ſeveral Reafons why it is our Intereſt to aim at 
opening our Countrymens Eyes, and why I hope 
their Eyes will actually be open'd in time, if our 
Gentlemen uſe their Endeavours to that End. 

And firſt then our People are impoveriſht by 
the great Sums, which are paid them more 
punctually than their Rents to the Maintenance of 
ſo many Prieſts, Friars, Monaſteries, &c. Bi- 
ſhops and Arch-biſhops. The Money ſpent this 
way is computed ſo high, and thoſe who live on 
it are ſo numerous, that it is a Tax ſufficient in it- 
felf to keep many Families in eaſe and Plenty. 
Apd indeed if we conſider that at leaſt three Fourths 
of our People pay Subſides of this Kind, we may 
eaſily conceive how thoſe (Torrenti de Pecunie) 
Torrents of Money are rais'd, which Cardinal 
Palavicini in his Hiſtory of the Council of Trent, 
J. 4. c. 5. © fays, are ſo neceſſary to ſupport the 
State and Grandeur of the Spiritual Monarchy 
„ of Rome.” 

The Educating Numbers of our People abroad 
in Colleges, Monaſteries and Nunneries in Popiſh 
Countries, as well as pious Legacies ſent thither, 
and Alms and Contributions given to Foreign 
Seminaries do alſo waſte a large Sum. By this 
Means our Wealth is not only annually drain'd off, 
but our Numbers leſſen*d. For as the 1ri/þ are not 
naturally fond of Labour, crowds of them waſte 
their Time and Subſtance as poor Scholars to 115 
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lify them for the lazieſt kind of Life, and hardly 


ever return to the Plow or the Spade, but conti- 
nue to the Nations loſs in their miſerable Sloth 
and Lazineſs. | 
Pilgrimages and Pennances, Confeſſions, Abſo 
lutions, Pardons, Diſpenſations, Indulgences, do 
alſo coſt our good Catholicks, abundance of their 
Money as well as a good deal of their Time, 
which equally contribute to keep them low Spirit- 
ed and Indigent, Superſtitions and Idle. But this 
is not the worſt, for it is certain that our Prieſts 
with their old thirſt for the Blood of Hereticks, 
were the chief Authors of the dreadful Rebellion and 
horrid Murders in 1641, which ſwept away near 
twoHundred Thouſand Souls, deſtroy*d our Houſes 
and Towns, and have kept us to this Day with 
out Pence, or People, or Trade ; whereas had the 
happy Condition Ireland was then in continued till 
now, we ſhould have been one of the moſt thriving 
Nations in Europe. I am ſorry to ſay, that the 
guilt of the Popiſb Prieſts herein is too confeſt and 
evident to want any Proofs, for the Wortd has 
{een it moſt fully and undeniably charg'd on them 
in a number of Hiſtories and Memoirs of thoſe 
Times, and I believe no Papiſt who has read them 
can doubt of this Fact. And indeed the Enco- 
miums given by Pope Urban the VIIIth's Bull 
dated May 17, 1642) to thoſe Murderers of He- 
reticks, is in it ſelf fo glaring an Evidence of this 
miſerable Truth, that there is no Occaſion to dwell, 
ona Thouſand others, which can be produc'd for it. 
It is as certain, that they had alſo a great Hand in 
all the Troubles of 88, and the Slaughters and 
Ravage,and burning of Houſes, that it occaſion'd; 
and tho? both thoſe fatal Events tumbled like ill 
contrived Mines ontheir own Heads, wha ſct them 
| ON 
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on fire, and prov'd an Encreaſe of the Proteſtant 
Intereſt, yet the Nation has not yet recover'd the 
loſs of Blood and Spirits occaſion'd thereby. | 

Our Prieſts and the Popiſh Religion are alſo 
a great Occaſion of the Idleneſs and Poverty of 


I 
the Jriſb by the number of fooliſh Holydays, P 
ol 


which they oblige them to obſerve. Betwixt this 
wicked Cuſtom (for it deſerves no other Name) 
and the bad Weather of our Climate, which ſo or 
frequently interrupts our Labour in theſe Parts of ur 
the Earth, I verily believe one Third of our In 
Time is not only rendred uſeleſs, but ſpent in a uſ 
lazy, liſtleſs, way, that makes our People leſs in- Fi 
clin'd and indeed leſs able to work the reſt of the tif 
Week. Sir William Petty, computes that they 
keep Twenty-four Days in the Year more than the 
Proteſtants and allowing fix Hundred Thouſand 
working Papiſts here, makes the National Lol 
thereby 2 5,000 l. per Ann. and proves that the 
Proteſtants work a Tenth Part more Yearly than 
the Papiſts. Mr. Dobbs in his ingenious Eſſay on 
our Trade has computed it much higher, and 
think with Reaſon makes our Loſs amount to 
$325,000 l. which as Labour and Riches are but 
different Names for the ſame thing, is a Miſman- 
agement that cries to Heaven for Vengeance on 
thoſe, who thus keep ſo many poor Families ſtarv- 
ing and idle, and what is worſe, indiſpoſe them 
to Labour, when the Holy-day and their loitering 
or Debauchery are over. 

Sure I am however neceſſary it might have been 


to keep many of our Saints Days, by making 
them Times of Diverſion, it is now moſt neceſlary 


for our Legiſlature to watch better over the In- 
duftry 
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duſtry of bur People, by making it penal to drink 
or Idle on many of their Feſtivals, when *tis plain- 
ly ſporting with the Nations Ruin, 
„There is another great Charge to be laid at the 
Door of Popery as the Occaſion of the Miſery and 
Poverty of our 1ri/þ Natives, and that is the ſtrict 
obſerving of Lent among them. | 
Of all the Nations under Heaven, there is not 
one where the Keeping Lent is, I will not ſay fo 
unreaſonable, but ſo deſtructive as in this Iſland. 
In the warmer Climates, where it firſt began, it 
uſually falls on that time of the Year, when the 
„ Fields and the Gardens begin to ſupply Food plen- 
e tifully to the Poor, but in our Northern Regions 
there is nothing but Bread or a very little Milk to 
ſuſtain them, I ſpeak of Nations who are able to 
take Care to provide Bread, for often with us Lent 
is not only a Time of Faſt, but of Famine, and it 
does not only rob us of the Labour of the Poor, 
by making them unable to work, but it hurts the 
Health of thoſe who have good Conſtitutions, and 
occaſions the Death of Numbers of the Sickly, 
who are Superſtitious in their Minds, in Proportion 
to the weakneſs of their Bodies. In other Countries 
indeed they are allowed Fleſh-meat and ſuch 
nouriſhing Food in theſe Caſes, when they pay for 
the Licence, but alas! with us, however they 
manage for their Souls, as to Maſſes when dead, 
our poor People have not Money enough, to re- 
prieve their Bodies when they arc ill, and Lent ga- 
nerally carries off crowds of them, by their being 
unable to pay thoſe, who thus actually make a 
Market of their Religion. What is more grievous 
than to ſee our poor Jriſe fed on very bad Fleſh 
ſeven Eighths of the Year, and in Lent perfectly 
famiſht, in order (to be ſure) to pull down their 
SACS | pamper'd 
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pamper'd Bodies, and keep them in Subjection to * 
their better Part? in the working Time of the Year, 
for Plowing, Thraſhing and Gardens, I have ſeen I B 
numbers of them hardly able to labour, or even fer 
to live to enjoy the Fruits of it. It puts one in 
Mind of the French Ambaſſador's Account of b) 
Szweden, that it was a perpetual Winter there, of 
Froſt and Snow, for nine Months of the Year, and ot 
there was no bearing the Cold and ill Weather for WI "7 
the other three. In a Word, they are ſo hunger 


ſtarv'd in this dreadful Time of Lent, that I have We 
heard a good Catholick wiſh, that they were alloy- — 


ed, by their Prieſts, to eat the Kites and Hawks, 
Rooks and Crows, Sc. in that Seaſon, and all De- * 
ſtructive Animals, as Foxes, Sc. and that it would _ 


be the beſt way to make all of them as rare ai ©” 
Eagles or Wolves. But it 1s too melancholy a ther 
Subject to enlarge on, and therefore I ſhall leave nt 
it to their Reflections who are beſt able to remedy ave 
thoſe crying Evils, and ſhall proceed to a more conf 
agreeable one, namely, why, abſtractedly from be n 
the Views of Religion, it is our Intereſt, as a Na- Inte 
tion, to endeavour to open our Countrymens Eyes, well 
J ſhall ſpeak to this, becauſe I ſee too many who 5 


are quite indifferent in the matter, as if it were an ' 
Affair hardly deſerving their Thoughts, and mere- neſc 
ly to be left to the ſlow Operation of our Laws. 


Many among us are alſo apt to conſider our Na- Irifh 
tives, as not worth their regard; but as mean]y as and 

they think of the poor IJriſh, the uniting them to N. 
our Church, is of vaſt Importance, if we only hz 
conſider their Number. They are at leaſt three ſp 
Fourths of our People, and as they have a gene dan 

ral Cuſtom (which has been of vaſt Service to re fn 
pair the great Loſſes in this Iſland by War, &c. uh. 
of marrying very early, and conſequently breeding 3 
faſt, and as the Proteſiants do not follow their E Tel 


ample 
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ample, in either of - theſe partictmlars, they will pof- 
ſibly, in half a Century, out- number us much more. 
But again it is to be conſider'd, that Ireland ſuf- 
fers exceedingly by our religious Differences, not 
only by the vaſt Sums which are drain'd from us 
by this Means, but as we are in the Condition of 
a divided Houſe, and are thereby ever in Danger 
of inteſtine Ruin and fatal Diſſentions, and this as 
we obſerv'd before (beſides other Arguments 
which are better paſt over) leſſens our natural 
Weight and Value as a Nation. Let us add to 
this, that the Popiſh Clergy are a very numerous 
ks and idle body of Men, which would be all turn'd 

to Trade or Labour (and beſides ſaving their Sala- 
ties) would thereby, were we united in our Religi- 
on, be a great additional Gain to a Country, where 


f there are too many idle and uſeleſs Hands already. 

In the next Place, it is thro* the Hands of the Na- 
ody tive Iriſb, that the bulk of our Trade paſſes and 
vr conſequently it were for many Reaſons greatly to 
—_ be wiſht, that they had the ſame Aﬀections and 
Na Ml litereſt with their Proteſtant Brethren, whom, as 
ves ell as their Country, by this Means, they have n 

pts many Emergencies, a great Power to hurt, or to 
1 ſerve, as they ſtand inclin'd to them. With all 
* theſe and many other Advantages, which I ſhall 
aws. not d well On, it muſt be own'd, that our Native 
Na-. % are in their Perſons extreamly well Bodied 
ily as and Limbed, and as to their Tempers remark- 
n to ably Hoſpitable and good Natured, when the 
only Leven of Popery does not four their natural 
thre Diſpoſition z they are fond of living in their 
gene 2" Country and averſe to our American 
to re Rambles, and in a Word, both as to their Minds 
£2; nnd Bodies are as fit for and as well deſerving Cul- 
din ation (and if due Care be taken of them) as 
r Ex capable of being good Husbandmen, Soldiers, 
k N 2 Sailor, 
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Sailors, Artiſans, Merchants, and Scholars, ag 
moſt Nations in Europe. After I have ſaid this 
in their Favour, I ſhall now go on with Plea- 
ſure to hint ſeveral Reaſons, why in all Probabi- 
' lity we may hope to deliver our Countrymen 
from that great Source of their Miſery, the Delu- 
ſions, and Ignorance, which their Prieſts have 
kept them in. 

And firſt, this we may truly ſay that they are 
every Day leſs Violent for their Opinions, and 
leſs bigotted to them, than they uſed to be. And 
indeed they are generally addicted to the Popiſh 
Religion, not from the force of Opinions, and 
Doctrines, which their Prieſts themſelves under- 
ſtand not, and therefore cannot teach them, but 
from the Strength of long Habit and Cuſtom, 
Living ſo long among Proteſtants, converſing 
more with them, than moſt Papiſts do in other 
Countries, has introduced a ſort of Reformation 
among them, and from hence it comes that they 
are ſo far from being Idolaters, that they have 
hardly any Images among them. They think 
more charitably of the Salvation of Proteſtants, 
and more ſlightly of the Pope's Authority, his 
Power to depoſe Princes, and his Infallibility in 
Matters of Faith, and they read our Tranſlations 
of the Bible, and our Books wrote againſt their 
Errors, more generally and impartially, than any 
other Body of Catholicks. 

Theſe with ſeveral other Articles, of the like 
nature, give us good Grounds to hope well ot 
them, but what ſtill affords great Reaſon for 
ſuch Expectations, is that Numbers of them fee 
evidently that their contending for a Popiſh Prince 
and Intereſt in Ireland, is vain and Senſeleis, and 
that their mighty Zeal that way, has been as filly 


and 
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and Ridiculous, as thoſe Parties among their An- 
ceſtors, who uſed to cry Crumaboo, and Butler- 
aboo, and wiſely ſacrific'd their Lives to the 

uarrels between the Kildare, and Ormond Fami- 
lies. And indeed as it is a Grief to conſider how 
they have been miſlead into ſuch Contentions, by 
Furious Prieſts, and Zealots, fo it is Matter of A- 
ſtoniſhment to think, that any ſhould continue ca- 


pable of being ſtill miſled in this ſame Manner, 


and believe as their Fore-Fathers did, that they 
will be damn'd if they be not ſo miſled. | 

But generally all our 1ri/þ Catholicks who read 
the Hiſtories of their Rebellions, eſpecially from 
Tyrone's in Queen Elizabeth's Time, till the Revo- 
lution in 88. and reflect on the almoſt infinite 
Number, who madly ſunk their Families, and 


Fortunes with them, have got juſter Notions of 


thoſe Matters. They ſee how they were made 
Tools to the Ambition, and not (the pretended 
cauſe) the Religion of others, who if they had 
ſucceeded in their Rebellions, after murthering, 
and deſtroying each other, in contending for their 
old Titles and diſtricts, wou'd have made the re- 
ſidue of the rib, tenfold greater Slaves, than 
ever they couꝰd have been under the Exgliſb Pro- 
teſtants, and yet they perceive that to ſuch Lead- 
ers, and Religious Pretences, and to bring ſuch 
Servitude on themſelves, they facrific'd their Blood 
and their Subſtance, and their being, as a People, 
and a Nation. Who can read of the vaſt Shoals 
who periſht by Fire, and Sword, in thoſe Wars, 
and by mercileſs Famine in Woods, and faſtneſs- 


- els, and wild Mountains, (where many fed on Hu- 


man Carcaſes, and others died with Graſs in their 
Mouths) in the cauſe of a Barbarous 6 Neal, or 
to follow a Deſmcnd, an 6 Conor, or 0 Ko or 
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ſome ſuch Catholick Head of Ancient Clan an of 
Ruffians, and Robbers, or to help a King of Spain, 
or a Popiſh King of England, without being aſto- 
niſht at the Madneſs of ſuch Conduct, in the old 
Septs of the Triſh, who thus periſht, for the 
moſt ſenſeleſs Attachments, and Prejudices. The 
Blood they have loft, and Forfeitures of their 
Liberties and Lands, as well as the Miſeries 
many of them have ſuffered from thence, have at 
laſt and with great Difficulty cur*d moſt of them, 
of that Political and Religious Madneſs, and have 
probably leſt few who would loſe an Acre in fo 

ſenſeleſs a Quarrel, | 
But beſides, this our poor Catholicks, who are 
illiterate and know little of ſuch Matters, and the 
ill Conſequences of their Anceſtors weak Conduct, 
yet are ſenſible of the Hardſhips, which their 
Prieſts and Popery bring on them otherwiſe. 
Tho? they cannot ſee, they can feel, and as their 
Spiritual Texes are numerous, and, in Proportion 
to their ſmall Subſtance, ſufficiently heavy, ſo theſe 
poor Sheep perceive how they are fleec'd, and how 
by their Confeſſions, Abſolutions, Sc. the Pricſts 
live and fatten, and in the Words of Hoſea, eat 
up the Sins of the People. Theſe greatly help to 
keep the poor Natives ſo low, being Fed with 
wretched Scraps and cloath'd with Rags; num- 
bers of them going bare-legg*d and barefooted, or 
at beſt wearing Brogues, (as they call their Shoes) 
ſo wretched and vile, they are little better than 
the Wooden Shoes of France, of thoſe of the 
Peaſants in Spain, which are made entirely of 
mere Packthred. Their ſevere Lents do alſo fit 
Sower on their Stomachs, and make them think 
themſelves in this reſpect, (as they realy are) worſe 
circumſtanc'd than the Beaſt of the Field ** as 
| they 
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they ſee the Freedom and Liberty, the Eaſe and 
Privileges enjoy*d by thoſe who have ſhaken this 
Yoke off their Shoulders, they cannot bat reflect 
with Uneaſineſs on the Difference, and conſider 
how reaſonably and honeſtly, as Men and as Chri- 
ſtians, they can enjoy them all by throwing off 
their ghoſtly Tyrants and Slavery together, 

Nor is this all, for as the old Aeation of 
ſpeaking only Jriſb is quite laid aſide, there is now | 
ſcarce one in twenty who does not underſtand and 
ſpeak Engliſh well, and by breaking down this 
great Partition Wall that kept us eſtranged and 
divided, they are grown more free and familiar 
with us, and (wnich is the greateſt Cement of 
Friendſnip betwixt Men and Nations) are brought 
to like and know our Cuſtoms, Manners, and 
Habits, better than their own, It is remarkable 
of thoſe among them, who by handicrait Arts, 
Manufactures, or Trade, are in a thriving Condi- 
tion, that they run faſt into the Neatneſs and 
Plenty of the Eugliſb Way of living; and as not 
a few of them are employ'd that Way, many 
thouſands of cur Merchants and Mechanicks being 
Papiſts, they grow more moderate in their Opi- 
nions of Proteitants, and as they prefer their Man- 
ners, Language, and Faſhions to their own, they 
ſeem not unlikely to go a Step further, and em- 
brace our Religion alſo, | 

But the chief Encouragement to hope for this 
great Change in them is, that the greateſt Part of 
their Gentlemen, who are either diſtinguiſh*d for 
theirUnderſtanding orFortune, have actually come 
over to our Church, and renounced the Errors of 
that of Rome, Since the Year 1703, when the 
Act to prevent the further Growth of Popery paſt, 
about 1000 Perſons (not a few of whom * 
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ſeſs d of conſiderable Fortunes) have declared 
themſelves Converts, with all the neceſſary Forms 
and Conditions requir'd; and, as in Reaſon and 
Charity we are to think them ſincere, yet, at worſt, 
if ſome are not, their Children, or Grand-chil- 
dren will certainly be ſo; and, in the mean Time, 
the Frequency of the Example is the higheſt En: 


couragement for others to follow them. 


It is uſual in moſt Actions, when the Men of 
Family and Fortune, as well as Learning and Senſe, 
embrace any Party, that the lower People are apt 


to go after them; but this is expected from our 


Natives above all others, as being the moſt ad- 
dicted to follow their great Lords and Gentlemen 
of Diſtinction, of any in the Chriſtian World, 
With theſe Advantages therefore if our Proteſtant 
Gentlemen join their Endeavours, we may well 
hope for this happy Union of Opinions andInteretts, 
and as we can, when we will put our Laws, in Exe- 
cution, to aſſiſt us herein, we ſeem rather to be igno- 
rant when it ſhould be done, than how. If once the 
PopiſhClergy were as univerially remov'd as the Hu- 
gonot Miniſters are in France, we ſhould ſoon ſee our 
Churches filPd with Converts as much as theirs ; and, 
as they are already ſentenced, by our Laws, as Civil 
Enemies to our Conſtitution and Country, ſo nothing 
but the executing thoſe Laws, and providing 
the Inſtruction of the 7ri/þ, can perfectly heal de 
Wounds and Maims of our divided Nation, I 
can by no Means think our Laws are chargeable 
with a perſecuting Spirit in this Matter of the 
Popiſh Clergy ; nor do J think there is a Nation 
under Heaven, which would have borr. with them 
ſo long with ſuch Gentleneſs and Lenity, under 


ſuch dreadful Provocations, and their attemptii g 


lo often by Maſſacres and Rebellions to overtuin 
0 oa. 
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our Conſtitution, and make but one Grave for our 
Laws and our People, However, *tis probable, 
from a mutual Wearineſs of Jealouſies and Fears, 
as well as the Mildneſs and Indulgence of our Go- 
vernment, and our abhorring any Appearance of 
Perſecution, that the Converſion of the Jriſh will 
be left to Time, and the Influence of Truth and 
Reaſon join'd with the Examples of their Gentry, 
unleſs the Madneſs and Inſolence of their Prieſts 
in keeping up Diſaffection, and combining with 
our Enemies, force us to rouſe our Laws, and 
awake the ſleeping Lion, and particularly as to 
their ſpiritual Governors, the titular Biſhops and 
Archbiſhops, who are the chief Authors and Fo- 
menters of all Miſchief to the State from Religi- 
on or Politicks. Poſſibly, if only theſe laſt were 
effectually removed, and their Church Govern- 
ment by that Means ſubverted, and their Prieſts 
left at large to themſelves, they would fave us all 
further Trouble, and finiſh this Work for us with 
the Aſſiſtance of Charity-Schools, and a Body of 
itinerant Clergy to preach to the Natives in Jri/þ. 
But if ever this Expedient be made uſe of, it wou'd 
be very proper to aboliſh all Payment of any 
Dues, Offerings, or Fees from the poor Papiſts to 
their Prieſts, and to ſettle Salaries for them, pay- 
able by the Government, as the Proteſtant Mini- 
ſters in Holland, whoſe Intereſts and Inclinations 
would thus be cloſely ty'd to thoſe of the State, 
and conſequently they might be managed like 
Cannons, whoſe Mouths are ſtil pointed juſt as 
they pleaſe who fill their Bellies. It muſt be con- 
feſsd in favour of this, or any ſuch Method, that 
our People are more docile, and leſs obſtinate 
and violent in their natural Diſpoſition, than either 
the Scotch or Welſh, and conſequently, had--the 

O Danger 
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Danger been as near, and by that Means the ſame 
Care and Application uſed to convert the iſh, 
which we know took Place in Wales and Scotland, 
wie ſhould long ſince have ſeen all religious Diffe- 
rences, and the terrible Wars, Maſlacres, r. 
that flow'd from them, prevented in Z<reland. 
Nay, had not Charles II. in compliance with the 
Duke of York, and in Kindneſs to his beloved 
Fellow-Catholicks, repealed the pecuniary Multts 
eſtabliſned by Law under Cromwell, on all Pa. 
piſts, who abſented from our Churches; but that 
thoſe wholeſome Diſcouragements to -Popery had 
continued till this Day, we ſhould have few Ps. 
piſb Families unconverted now, and poſſibly the 
religious Wars in 88 had been prevented, and 
ten Millions ſfav'd to Exgland, which the reducing 
of Ireland coſt them at that Time. But without 
enquiring, for ſeveral probable Reaſons, Why ſuck 
Care has not been taken herein as we could h. 
wiſh'd, it is our Buſineſs at preſent to make the 
beſt Uſe we can of all proper Means and Meaſures 

to open the Eyes of 'our poor Catholicks, which 
are blinded by the Deluſions of their Prieſts, and 
to let them ſee that their Temporal and Eternal 
Happineſs are equally concern'd in coming over 
to our Church, and joining with one Hand, and 
Heart, and Voice, for the Proſperity of Ireland, 
which nothing but our religious Wars and Animo- 
ſities cou'd have ſunk ſo low as we have often ſeen 
it. 
Leet us now conſider ourſelves in another Situa- 
tion in which the Welfare of our Country, and 
the Bulk of its Gentry, are deeply intereſted, and 
that is, as deſcended from Briti/h Anceſtors, and 
in this Light it ſeems -highly reaſonable that wc 
ſhould lay down this R8$0LUT10N, viz. 


We: 
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We will ever Ancerely wiſh for, conſult, and 


promote the Happineſs and Welfare of 


Great Britain as our common Parent, 


There is no one Diſtinction which we are, or 
indeed ought to be, fonder of than that of Eugliſb- 
nen, and che more, as it is a Badge of hos Pri- 
rileges and Liberties which are utterly unknown 
to the reſt of the World, How far it is either 
jaſt or wiſe to diſcourage or annihilate our Claim, 
[ ſhall not ſay, but I am ſorry it is eaſier to make 
t good by the Herald's Books than the Laws of 
Great Britain at preſent. It cannot but ſeem hard 
to be us'd and conſider'd as Aliens by thoſe, who, 
by Rewards and Favours, perſuaded Numbers of 
our Pcople now living, or their Anceſtors, to 
come over hither and ſpend their Blood in their 

ervice to extend their Empire, Commerce, and 
Power. Shall not even their Neſcendants as juſtly 
claim the Privilege of Eugliſhmen as do the Chil- 
dren of Ambaſſadors, who were born in the moſt 
diltant Kingdoms, where their Fathers remain'd 
in the Service of their Prince and their Country? 
And may not the Children of thoſe Engliſhmen, 
who have planted in our Colonies in America, be 
juſtly reckon'd Indians and Savages, as ſuch 
Families, who are ſettled here, can be conſider'd 
and treated as mere IJriſbmen and Aliens? May 
not our Parents as well renounce us when once they 
have ſent us into the World, and that we leave 
their Houſes as Birds do their Young, once they 
quit the Neſt where they were hatch'd, when they 
have done feeding them ? Are we not therefore, in 
the trucſt Senſe of the Word, Engliſomen, as well 
s Engliſh Subjects; and are we not ſprung 
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from the ſame original Houſes, Lineage, and 
Blood with themſelves? Have we not the ſame 
Prince, Church, Laws, and Conſtitution, deriv'd 
to us from our Fore-fathers, and have we not (the 
up Cements of national Friendſhips) the ſame 

rinciples, A ffections, and, Intereſts in Religion 
and Government, and hate we not ſpent our 
Blood as freely, like true Britons, when, and 
wherever theſe noble Calls invited us, and the 
Glory and Service of Great Britaia wanted our 
Aſſiſtance? Does the croſſing the Severn or the 


Tweed make any Difference in the Circumſtances 


of a Briton, and ſhall the croſſing of our Channel 
occaſion 1o great an one, though merely for the 
Intereſt and in the Service of Great Britain ? 
The old brave Romans often, in any Diſtreſs of 
the State, made their Slaves Freemen, and ſent 
them to their Wars, and ſhall the only Nation in 
the World, in whom a little of the Roman Spirt 
{till ſurvives, make their Freemen Slaves, if they 
once embark in their Service in Ireland? Let the 
good Nature and Probity of Great Britain anſwer 
this, and let us content ourſelves in the mean Time 
with reſolving ever to deſire and further the Prof- 
perity of a Nation from which we are directly 
deſcended, and whoſe Friends and Enemies mull 
ever be ours. 

We are ſo cloſely knit to them by all the Ties 
of Alliance, and both by national and domeſtick 
Charities, that our Intereſts muſt inevitably be 
the ſame, it being a Truth England ever has, 
and ever will feel and know, that as we grow 
wealthy, our Riches will center with her; and 
when we turn Bankrupts ſhe muſt muſt ſet us up 
again, or maintain us, of 


Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, as the Intereſt and Power of [reland is 
ſolely in the Proteſtant Hands, we muſt therefore 
ever regard her, not only as our Paries proximus, 
our neareſt Neighbour, till ready to aſſiſt us, but 
as our true Parent and Protector, on whoſe Proſ- 

rity our own immediately depends, who muſt 
wound herſelf when yer, through inadvertence, 
ſhe hurts us; and muſt in Intereſt, as well as Juſ- 
tice, take Care not to ſacrifice the Eaſe and 
Welfare of the younger Child to the Grandeur and 
Splendor of the eldeſt. 

Let us therefore in the next Place lay down 
this RESOLUTION as equally prudent and gene- 
rous, VIZ, 


That we will be ſo true to ourſebves as never 


to hurt the Trade or Intereſt of Great 
Britain. 


To think of making Ireland rival England in 
her Trade, and above all, her Woollen Trade, 
is the higheſt Ingratitude and Baſeneſs to thoſe to 
waom we owe our very Being as a Proteſtant 
People; but leſt this ſhould have little Influence 
on us, let us alſo remember that it would be the 
rankeſt Madneſs too, and would certainly end in 
Laws that would not only defeat but undo us. Our 
Conduct would be as ridiculous and unſucceſsful 
as the famous Duke of Buckingham, when he was 
lent Ambaſſador to France, and thought to carry 
all Points with Lewis XIII. by making Love to 
his Queen, and by that Means miſcarried in every 


one of them. If we keep our Friends in England | 


luſpicious of our Conduct, it will bring us both 
into a very uneaſy Situation, and, like Jealouſy 
between married Couples, muſt produce bad Con- 

N | lequences, 
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ſequences, and hurt both thoſe who give the Of. 
fence, and thoſe who revenge it. We ſee how 
remarkably Great Britain (when under theſe Cir- 


cumſtances) injur'd herſelf by the Act againſt the 


Importation of our Cattle, as well as in that of 
our V oollen Manufactures, and in our Commerce 
with their Plantations in America, though this laſt 
is in Part remov'd, as to our not importing non- 
enumerated Goods directly from thence. We 
muſt therefore endeavour to the utmoſt of our 
Power to make Great Britain ſee we will never 
not only rival, but even in any Sort interfere with 
her Intereſt in every Branch of Trade that can af. 
fect her People; and as the running of our Wool 
is one great Article, which is of the laſt Import- 
ance to her, as it enables the Duteb and the French 
to enrich themſelves by underſelling her, we 
ſhould be as careful to ſcize and puniſh ſuch Vel- 
ſels in our Creeks as we would Pirates in our Ports. 
It is true, while large Profit can be made by ſuch 
vile Practices, there will ever be found Men, both 
in England and here, who will follow it as Felons 
will rob, and ſteal, for the ſake of the Plunder, in 
ſpite of the Laws. They well know how diffi- 
cult they find it to ſuppreſs theſe Smugglers on 
their own Shores in ſpite of all the Induſtry they 
make uſe of, and will therefore be the readier to 
make Allowances for the ſame, and greater Ob- 
ſtructions which we muſt encounter here, where 
our Creeks are ſo numerous, and ſo many of our 
People intereſted in the Succeſs. All that they 
can expect from us I hope we ſhall comply with, 
and that is, that wc ſhould do our beſt to detect 
and puniſh them ; and as our Wool-combers have 
lately given good Proof of their Zeal this Way, 
tis to be hop'd we ſhall all join with them to — 
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preſs this pernicious clandeſtine Trade as far as we 
can, in which the Increaſe of our Tillage, and 
Linen Manufacture will further us greatly. If we 
can once convince Great Britaiu that we conſider 
her Intereſts as our own (which in Truth and Fact 
they are) and that we do all we ought or can, con- 
ſiſtently with the publick Welfare, to further her 
Commerce and impoveriſh her Enemies, we may 
then be ſure to ſec her Diſtruſt of us remov'd, 
and to have every Reſtriction taken off, and Con- 
ceſſion granted us to our Trade, which will prove 


advantageous to us, and no Ways detrimental to 


her. 

Let us now therefore proceed to another REso- 
LUT4ON, which every one muſt think equally rea- 
ſonable, and that is this; We 


We reſolve, as awe will never forget what wwe 
owe to England, /o'we will euer hope thut 
ſhe will remember what Benefit and Ad- 
vantage ſhe does, or may receive, by encou- 


raging us. 


As it is to Exgland alone we owe, that we are 
not abſolute Slaves to Tyranny and Popery, ſo 
we muſt ever acknowledge with grateful Hearts, 
that it has + coſt our Anceſtors there an immenſe 
Expence of Blood and Treaſure to ſettle us in ſo 
ſafe and happy a Situation as we now enjoy. Theſe 
are Obligations of the higheſt Nature, and which 
will ever entitle them to the higheſt Acknowledg- 
ments from us; and TI believe tew Colonies under 
Heaven ever bore more cordial and ſincere Affec- 
tion to the Intereſts of its Mother Nation, than 
we have for thoſe of Great Britain. But as — 

| mo 
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moſt dutiful Child may be allowed to put a Pa- 
rent in Mind of the faithful Returns made for Fa- 
vours beſtow'd, and Benefits conferr'd, ſo I hope 
it will neither look like Reproach or Inſolence if 
I give a few hints here, firſt of the Advantages 
England makes at preſent from us, and in the next 
Place, of the much greater ones (ten Times 
greater than Denmark receives from her dependent 
Kingdom Norway) ſhe may, when ſhe thinks 
proper, receive by enlarging her Favour to us, WM fic 
Certain it is, though we are already like a rich 
Lead-mine in the Hands of England, yet if the Ml && 
Ore were well wrought and fully refin'd, ſhe Li 
might turn it all into Sterling Silver. Let us look T. 
over the Account, and conſider it carefully——In WW 7/7 
the firſt Place then, it is certain, by all the Books Ml la: 
and Tracts I cou'd ever meet, and the beſt Infor- | 
mations I could ever get in this Matter, that we ane 
carry on a much greater Trade with England alone Wl W. 
than with all other Nations together, and that WW wh 
even our Exports to them are 8 to the Ex- WM Fo: 

rts of moſt Nations) of infinite Advantage to nich 
her Trade, as being the Primums and Foundati- W No 
ons of all her great Manufactures, without which alſo 
ſhe could not carry them on effectually, and that I vaſt 
little or nothing of our Exports ſerve to Luxury. ¶ whi 
This is one great Recommendation of our Trade then 
in general, and let us, to explain it, ſhew ſeveral 4 
Inſtances of this Truth, without perplexing it &c. 
with Bundles of Particulars and Parcels, and fil- MW Ad, 
ing up Pages with Figures and Proofs, which 
may be found in a Number of Books wrote on 
that Subject, which the Reader may examine 
whenever he wants further Information. 8 


And 
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And 1ſt then, Let us begin with our Wool, 
and our Woollen and Worſted Varn, of which 
they make a very great Return, by working it 
up to the Heighth at Home, and of this they 
8 have, to their Gain and our great Loſs, the Mo- 
:: MW nopoly confin'd to themſelves by Laws made in 
England to bind Ireland, by Laws made in the 
at MW Plenitude of their Power and our Poverty, and to 
ts which, nevertheleſs, we ſhall ever ſubmit as re- 
8. MW fignedly as if we had given our Conſent to them. 
2dly, Our Linen-yarn, which they work up 
ſeveral Ways, to conſiderable Profit, in their 
Linſey-Woolſey and Cotton-Stuffs, in Girth-webs, 
Tapes, Tickens, Inkles, in ſeveral Places (as 
Mancheſter, Liverpool, &c.) in the North of Eng- 
land. 


and thereby fave the whole of what we gain that 


which wou' d otherwiſe go out, and remain with 
Foreigners, and often with Enemies, to the en- 
riching of them, and impoveriſhing Great Britain. 
Nor do they only fave greatly hereby, but they 
alſo make a Profit, equal to the prime Coſt, in 
vaſtQuantities which they ſtain and print at home, 
which we are abſolutely reftrain'd in exporting to 

them in that Manner, 
athly, by our Ores of Copper, Lead, Iron, 
Sc. which they Manufacture to their no ſmall 
Advantage; nor is their Gain, or our Loſs, to 
be confin'd to our Minerals exported to them. But 
they carry it yet further, for their Mine Compa- 
nies have Leaſes of ſeveral of our Jriſb Mines, 
which they pay dead Rent. for, and will not ſuffer 
them to be wrought, either left they ſhou'd leſſen 
the Price of thole they keep going, as the Dutch 
| a burn 


2dly, In the Linens which they take from us, 1 | 


Way, to be circulated by us among themſelves, 1 
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burn one half of their Nutmegs to ſell the remainder | 
at the higher Price, leaſt in the litteral Senſe of fr 
the Proverb, they ſhould keep too many Irons in the | fi 
Fire. ot 
5thly, In the Hides of our black Cattle, and in en 
Sheep, Lamb, Goat, Kid, Rabbit and Calves- to 
Skins; which they tan, dreſs and work up to the WO pl 
Employment of many Thouſands of Families, the 
6thly, By our Tallow, Kelp, Hair, Feathers, the 
and ſeveral other ſmall Articles, which they make ce 
conſiderable Advantage of, by the Labour of WW M. 
their People. By all the foregoing Articles of her 
our Imports, they are benefited to a great Degree, ¶ anc 
their Commerce is extended, and their Poor em- ¶ par 
ploy'd, and ſeveral of their own Writers do com- ber 
pute them to exceed thrice the prime Coſt, when in 
wrought up for the Conſumption of their own, or Ml oth 
Foreign Nations. land 
They do alſo make a very large Profit by a Mi. 
prodigious Number of Ships employ'd in our gte 
Trade, which moſt compute at near 160,0001. WE mu; 
per Ann. and by Trade carried on by Commiſſion I i is 
here from Merchants in England, a much larger ons 
Sum, if we may either believe the Accounts of Lo 
their own Writers, or ours, and the Cuſtom-Houſe WW and 
Books on which they are grounded. Let us add We 
to all this (what is the heavieit Load on us.) that I 
England gains by the Expences of our conſtant, WM ſror 
or occaſional Abſentees, for Health, Buſineſs, Pen 
Pleaſure, Education, Employments and Penſions, ¶ ther 
Sc. near 500,000 I. a Year, which to her great loft 
Benefit and our Miſery, is annually remitted thi- Arn 
ther; nay it is unqueſtionably true, that if our Ex- 1 
ports and our Profit by them were ever ſo much Nur 
enlarg*d, the whole of them would follow as na- the 
turally thither as Rivers to the Sea, 
j Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, Great Britain has a great Advantage 
from Ireland, as we take from her all the Super- 
fluities of her Harveſts or Manufactures, which 
other Nations want not, and which our. Conveni- 
ence or Luxury calls for. This is all clear gain 


to England, which is a Circumſtanee no other Peo- 


ple can plead in their Favour but our ſelves, and at 
the ſame time we have it alſo to ſay, that we take 
them off in a greater Quantity (Woolen Goods ex- 
cepted) than any other Country whatever. By this 
Means, we become one of the greateſt Supports to 
her Commerce and Navigation, to her Colonies 
and Turkey, Laſt-India and other Trading Com- 
panies at home, and in a Word, to the whole of 
her People and her Strength, Weight and Power 
in the World, Sir Francis Brewſter, and ſeveral 
others, cor gute that the Ballance gain'd by Eng- 
land in her Trade with us amounts to near two 
Millions, and tho' Mr. Dobbs in his Eſſay with 
great Probability makes it more, yet ſuppoſing it 
much leſs, we may with Truth and Pleaſure boaſt, 
it is more than ſhe makes by all the other Nati- 
ons of the World together, and ſupplies all her 
Loſſes by thoſe who are her Enemies or Rivals, 
and thoſe foreign Importations which conſume their 
Wealth. 

I nced not mention after all this what numbers 
ſrom thence are maintain'd by Employments, 
Penſions, Commiſſions and Preferments here; but 
there are two things which I think ſhould not be 
* in the Crowd, namely our Sea-Ports and our 

rmy. 

The firſt of theſe while in our Hands by their 


Number and Security are a Refuge and Safety to 


the Ships of England (as every Merchant that 
2 Trades 
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Trades either to the Streighis, Eaſt or Weſt-Tndies, 
&c. know) both in Times of Peace aud War; 
but if once poſſeſt by an Enemy, would, in caſe of 
a Naval War, be of fatal Conſequence to the Ship- 
ing and Commerce of Great Britain, and of this 
our Wars with Spain in Queen Elizabeth's Time, 
and with the Dutch after our Diſgrace at Chatham 
in Charles II. Reign, and with France in King 
William's Days, when they ſav'd their Smyrna 
Fleet are pretty. plain Proofs. = 

As to the ſecond of them, our Army, as they 
are a Body of as well diſciplin'd, cloath'd, recruited 
and paid Troops as moſt in Europe, and conſtantly 
kept 12 the profoundeſt Peace, they muſt cer- 
tainly be reckon'd a matter of Credit and Weight 
to the Britiſſ Crown, and eſpecially in an Age, 
when all Kingdoms (Thanks to the Ambition of 
France) are valued as much on the Number of 
their Armies, as Libraries are by thoſe of their 
Books. They would certainly be of great uſe in 
caſe of an unfair Enemy, or a ſudden Invaſion or 
Rebellion in Great Britain, for as to a Rebellion 
in Ireland there is the greateit Improbability from 
the Diſpoſition of our People, of ſeeing it em- 
ploy'd that way. 

Let us now go on to conſider how much greater 
Advantages Great Britain, may, when ſhe pleaſcs, 
receive from us by enlarging her Favours to us. 

And firſt, as to her Woolen Trade, it is to be 
obſerv'd, that the encouraging it in Ireland, would 
be the m effectual way to recover it out of the 
Hands of her Rivals, the Dutch and French, &cc. 
who have got too large a ſhare of it out of ther 
Hands. As England lolt it chiefly by deſtroying 
it here, ſhe mult retrieve it by reſtoring it, as ſhe 
loft it by her Rivals under-working and 22 

elling 


ſelli 
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ſelling her, *tis plain, ſhe muſt regain it by em- 

ploy ing the Jriſb, who can under: ſell all the World, 

2s ſhe loſt it by the high Taxes and high living of 
her People, which muſt continue, ſhe muſt recal 

it by leting the 1r1/þ ſhare wh her in the Profits, 

who have no Taxes on their Milk and Potatoes, 

and live poorer than any Manufacturers in Europe, 

(France not excepted) where tho* Wages are low, 
Victuals are dear. If once we are encouraged, 
we ſhall run no Wool to France, or Holland (or ſo 
little and fo dear as can never quit Coſts) becauſe 
it will be againſt the Law of felt Preſervation, but 
will be robbing our ſelves : And without a proper 
ſtock. of Wool, the French and Dutch Manu- 
factures mult fall, and all they gain'd, will return 
to England, by allowing a Pittance to us, which 
will moſtly be ſpent there too. This is Self-evi- 
dent, and nothing but Self-intereſt, and the mere 
Selt-intereſt of the Shop-maſters, and Wool- 
Combers and Weavers in England, who mult 
by this means lower their Lands and their Wagesa 
little, and but for a little while, can ſilence ſo plain 
2 Truth, to the Prejudice of the whole of England. 
Nay let us. go farther and ſay even to their own 
Prejudice, for they have only Hobſon's Choice, to 
let their Lands lower, and work cheaper, till they 
have by our Means ruin'd their Rivals, or to go 
on and let the French and Dutch receive them and 
link their Lands, and their Labour together for 
ever and irretrievably. 

The jealouſy the Exgliſs have of us is the only 
ſtop to their own Proſperity, by this ſafe and eaſy 
Method. But cannot this Jealouſy be remedied 
by confining us to ſuch Manufactures alone as their 
Rivals under-ſell them in, to. ſuch alone as they 
cannot retrieve themſcives. By confining us to 

Cloths 
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Cloths of a particular breadth or fineneſs, to Cloth, 
undied, to Ratteens, Draps, Kerſies, Sc. to Cloths 
but half Manufactur'd, and which may receive 
their full Perfection only in England, and only to 
be bought and us'd there, or exported thence by 
themſelves. Thus the whole of the Woolen Ma- 
nufacture will be reſtored to the Engliſh by the 
cheap Skill and Labour, of their own fellow 
Subjects here, who will only aſk in return 
to have the miſerable Poverty of our Spiners and 
Weavers, Gc. reliev'd by the Favour of their wiſe 
and good Neighbours, and to be allowed to live 
like moderately thriving Tenants under a juſt and 
generous Landlord, enricht by their Tolls. 

Another conſiderable Advantage which England 
might make by us, 1s by opening the Plantation 
Trade freely to us, at leaſt as to Moloſſus and 
Sugar, 

As theſe are part of the enumerated Goods, we 
are oblig*d, as the Law, now ſtands to enter and 
land them in England before we can land them in 
Ireland. This is of great Prejudice to our Colo- 
nies in America, in as much as to avoid the Coſts 
and Danger and loſs of Time of two diſtant 
Voyages, we fail directly to the French Ports, and 
furniſh our ſelves with their Brandies and Sugars, 
without daring to meddle with thoſe of our own 
Colonies, It is evident, that this muſt hurt Great 
Britain, as whatever weakens her Colonies, 
muſt leſſen her Gain by them, and as we Annual- 
ly, one Year with another, pay above 140,000]. 
to the French for thoſe Commodities, which if it 
were not for the Hardſhip our Laws lay us under, 
we ſhould give to our own Colonies, it is plain this 


is a vaſt draw-back to them, and conſequently to 
England, 
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Englaud, as it makes them leſs able to purchaſe 
the Commodities ſhe exports to them. But the 
Misfortune is, that our fellow Subjects do not only 
loſe this Benefit, they might make by our Trade, 
but our old Enemies the French are the Gainers, 
and have the Advantage alſo of buying our Iri/þ 
Proviſions extreamly cheap, and of being thereby 
enabled to under-ſel] the Zxgli/þ in the Sugar Trade 
n in Europe, and the more as their Colonics are al- 
d lowed to refine their Sugars, and export them ſa 
ſe b all the Nations which want them, whereas ours 
muſt be imported courſe and refin'd in Europe, 
with loſs of Time and Markets, and yet which 
makes it ſtill more impolitick, there are very few 


ud Hands in England, who get their Bread by refining 
on em. As theſe are great Diſadvantages to Great 
nd {WI 9ritain, and affect them more than as, it is hop*dg 


we ſhall ſoon ſee them remedied to both our Gain, 
nd eſpecially as we wiſh for this Favour to be no 
further extended to us, (if they think fit) than as to 
dugar and Moloſſus, and that too for our own 
onſumption only, being willing to ſtand as we 
dow do, as to our re-exporting them to other Na- 
ons, It is allowed on all Hands, that till the 
Prohibition of our carryingnon-enumerated Goods 
ithout landing in England, was taken off, we 
ere forc*d to pay 100,000 I. per Ann. to Foreign- 
rs, for Pitch, Tar, Sc. which now we lay out 
ith our own fellow Subjects, and I am confident, 
bete would the fame good Conſequence attend 
uh a Law, as we have been ſpeaking of, as to 
mumerated Goods, and eſpecially Moloſſus and 
pugar, | | 


Therg 
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There are many other Advantages which Great 
Britain might receive from Ireland, if ſhe pleagd 
to make Uſe of them; but I ſhall paſs them by, 
to mention the greateſt and moſt beneficial of them 
all, which will alſo include them, and that is, to 
join us to them by an Union. 

So many of the beſt Engliſh Patriots, as well az 
the-beſt Writers and Judges in Politicks, have 
declar'd themſelves publickly of this Opinion, that 
in all Probability it will be thought of, and in ear- 
neſt Accompliſht in due time, and eſpecially, if 
by our Induſtry and good Management, we 
would take care to improve our People and Coun- 
try, and enlarge our Wealth, and ſo bring a bet. 
ter Portion, to drive on this Political match. 
Nothing but the plain Expediency, and Benefit of 
an Union cov'd have made Cromwell, (who ſtudi- 
ed to pleaſe the People, where he hurt not his 
own Intereſt by ir) take ſuch paces as we all knoy 
he did in this Matter, and ſurely the Day will 4 oy 
come, when we ſhall not hang like a dead Limb at 
on Great Britain, when we might do ſuch good un: 
Work for it, if our Bandages were remov'd entire. Fo 
The Saxon Heptarchy, was hardly a more disjoint-fÞ anc 
ed heap of States than England, Wales, Scotland, ai lou 
Ireland, ſeemed beſore Wales, and Scotland, were . of ; 


happily united to her; and as Irelaud has great!y d gy. 
Advantage of both the laſt in extent and goodni yer 
M oil, Trade, and Number of People, it is n an 
improbable, ſhe will one Day have the am gc 
Happineſs and Honour, It is certain there ca an, 
no Objection be made againſt uniting 1rc/14f be 
which wou'd not be as ſtrong againſt the och if 
two, which wou'd not in all likelihood be as he wo 
pily confuted by the Succels, There are % anc 


Man 


(my) 

many Friends to Liberty, in the great Aſſembly 
of the Legiſlature in Great Britain, to let ſo la 

a Body of their Fellow Subjects, (whoſe Liberties 
are more cloſely, nay, neceſſarily united to theirs 
than appears to every Eye) continue uncertam 
which is their Supreme Legiſlature, and who tho? 
Subjects of Great Britain, are Abſolutely govern'd 
by the Prince, and his Council, independant of 
the Britiſh Parliament and to make their Situation 
perfectly odd, a People who like Amphibious 
Animals, are envied as Engliſhmen, in Ireland, 


and malien'd as Iriſþ in England. It is certain, 


Bodies Politick like natural ones, are fo far ſtrong 
and great as all their Limbs are firmly knit and 
well united, and equally fed, and nouriſht, and 
while Ireland ſtands excluded from the Favours, 
Rights and Privileges, which her fellow Subjects 
in England, Wales, and Scotland, ſo happily en- 
joy ſhe will naturally Languiſh, and Pine like an 
over ſhaded Branch, in a great Tree, and perhaps 
at laſt die for want of free Air, Were' we once 
united how vaſtly ſhould we enlarge the wide 
Foundations of England's Wealth, and Power, 
and ſurely there can be no Ground, for being jea- 
lous of our putting in for ſome proportion'd ſhare 
of it, ſince there is room enough in the World for 
five times the Commerce, we could all carry on, 
were our Stocks and Labours, thus join'd by ſuch 
an Union, The Addition of ſixteen Millions 


800,000 Acres( Engliſh meaſure) generally fruitful, 


and inhabited by two Millions of People, wou'd 
be no inconſiderable Increaſe to Great Britain, but 
if we reflect how fully from thence all thoſe Hands 
wou'd be employ'd, how our Tillage, Trade, 
and Manufactures, wou'd encreaſe in {ny 
an 
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and Quality, and a Spirit of Induſtry, and Ai. 
vity enliven the whole, it will appear in every 
view moſt Advantageous, and Deſirable to our 
Neighbours, as well as ourſelves. By ſuch an 
Union, as Tallow, Hides, Beef, Butter, Candles, 
Soap, Sc. by taking off the Prohibition would 
fall, not only the Woollen, but all the Manu 
factures of Great Britain wou'd be vaſtly ad van- 
tag*d, as they cou'd be afforded cheaper, and con. 
ſequently the demand wou'd be increas'd for them; 
and as our Sailors wou'd find little reſt in our 
Ports, ſo our poor wou'd be effectually ſet at 
Work and employ'd, and of Conſequence, the 
Power, Wealth, and ſtock of the three Kingdom 
infinitely increas'd, and our Lands improv'd along 
with them. We ſhould then with eaſe be able to 
pay 500,000 J. per Ann. to the Taxes of Great Bri- 
tain, beſide the full ſupport of our Eſtabliſhment, 
and how far this wou'd aſſiſt in reducing the Pub- 
lick Debts of that Nation, in times of Peace, or 
help her to ſupport with eaſe and Patience, 
the Burthen of a tedious War, is pretty evident 
to thoſe who know her Funds, and what they have 
born formerly and can bear now. Nor wou'd 
ſuch an Union, occaſion a ſmall Acceſſion to the 
Naval Force of Great Britain, it being general- 
ly computed, that Treland wou'd be enabled there- 
by to aſſiſt her with 10,000 Seamen in time of 
need, which muſt be allowed, a Matter of vaſt 
Importance, where the Difficulty of manning a 
Royal Navy with Expedition, or finding ſuffici- 
ent Employment for Sailors, in time of Peace, 1s 
ſo well known. Were this once adjuſted all the molt 
diſtant Fears, or even Imaginations, of future 
Wars, or Rebellions in [reland, wou'd vaniſh en- 
tirely, and we then wou'd in a few Years, by a 


mixture 


I (1g). 
mixture of People and Intereſts, become as en- 
tirely an Engliſb and a Proteſtant Country alſo, 
as Wales, and be to all Intents and Purpoſes, of 
Infinitely greater uſe as an Iſland, and a trading 
Nation, As England has already a good ſhare 
of our Lands, this wou'd be an effectual Method 
to veſt the reſt in her, for *cis certain as our Riches 
wou'd chiefly return to her, ſo our Iris Land- 
lords wou'd be little better than Tennants to her, 
as ſhe wou'd receive the moſt of the Profits the 
cou'd gain, for allowing them the Privilege of 
making the beſt of their Eſtates by this means. 

How much better wou'd this prove to the com- 
mon good of theſe Nations, than keeping fellow 
Subjects and Countrymen, in ſo doubtful a ſtate as 
to Government, Liberty and Property, than mak- 
ing Engliſhmen, who gothither Aliens and Foreign- 
ers, and forfeit their Birthrights, than weaning us 
from thoſe Breaſts that nurſt us, and now we are 
grown up, by ſometimes correcting us too ſevere- 
ly for Children of the Family, force us to forſake 
our Natural Parents, and fly for help to the Aid 


of Strangers, with the poor Labour and Buſineſs, 


we can give them. And indeed it is amazing how 
ſo wiſe a Nation, and ſo deſirous to enlarge her 
Trade as Great Britain is, ſhould ſo long let this 
large and fertile Country, lie fallow on her hands 
without ſowing thoſe ſeeds of Arts, and Manu- 
factures in it, which it is ſo capable of bearing to 
great Perfection. It has coſt Great Britain much 
Blood and Treaſure, to make us fit for ſuch Pur- 
poſes, and to neglect to make a proper uſe of us 
for the increaſe of their Trade, is as imprudent, 
as if a rich Merchant ſhould be at the charge and 
Trouble of building a Ship, and then let her Rot 
in the Port, rather than be at the pains of em- 
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ploying her, It is certain that inſtead of being 
conſidered as Rivals, and Obſtacles to the Eng- 


 liſþ Trade, this Iſland wou'd with due Encou- 


ragements and Regulations, be made a vaſt Sup- 
port and encreaſe to the Engliſh Empire, wealth, 


and ſtrength in the World, and inſtead of being 


a Burthen, might greatly enlarge the Bottom of her 
naval Power, and conſequently of the Proteſtant 


| Intereſt in Europe. Whenever we are ſo happy 


as to ſee our Superiors think to Purpoſe of ſuch 
an uſeful Settlement, we may be ſecure that what- 
ever Repreſentatives are allowed us as our juſt 
Proportion, or whatever Limitations' or Reſtricti- 
ons it may be abſolutely proper for the common 
Good to tack to it, every Thing will be manag'd 
agreeable to thoſe great Principles on which it 1s 
bottom'd, the general Advantage and Welfare of 
the Whole; and poſſibly we may in Time ſee, 
that the Union of the ſeven Provinces has not 


affected the trading World more, in the laſt Cen- 


tury, than the Union of theſe three Nations wou'd 
in this. 

I might make uſe of many Arguments, which 
are to be found in different Authors, to enforce the 
few ſhort Hints. that are offered here, but thoſe 
great Patriots, who only can accompliſh this ex- 
cellent Deſign, do in no Sort want them; and to 
others, they would be of little Uſe 3 and there- 
fore I ſhall cloſe what I ſhall. ſay at preſent on 
this Subject, with a Quotation from Mr, Trench 
ard, I ſingle out him, bath becauſe he was ſent 
hither, by the Augliſb Parliament, as one of the 
faithfulleſt and ableſt of their Truſtees, for our for- 
teited Eſtates, and allo, as he is allowed to have 


| known Jreland more, and underſtood its Affairs 
better, than moſt Gentlemen, who had no Fortune 


or 
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or Intereſt in it. *Tis from the firſt, in the fourth 
Volume of Cates Letters, which he concludes 
with theſe Words; I ſhall ſometime hereafter 
« conſider that Kingdom ( Ireland) in Relation to 
« the Intereſt of Great Britain; and ſhall only 
« ſay at preſent, that it is too powerful to be 
« treated only as a Colony; and that if we de- 
« ſign to continue them Friends, the beſt Way 
« to do it, is, to imitate the Example of Mer- 
« chants and Shop-keepers; that is, when their 
« Apprentices are acquainted with their Trade 
« and their Cuſtomers, and are out of theirTime, 
« to take them into Partnerſhip, rather than let 
« them ſet up for themſelves in their Neighbour- 
“ hood. | | 

Let us now proceed to conſider ourſelves in 
another circumſtance of Life, which muſt neceſ- 
arily affect the Intereſt of this Kingdom con- 


iderably, and that is as Country Gentlemen and 


Farmers. 


And as ſuch we ſhould lay down this uſefull 


and faithfull REesoLUT10N, 


We will, with our beſt Induſtry and Care, 
endeavour to remove every Obſtacle to A- 
griculture and Tillage amorig/t us. 

It is throwing away Words to ſhew how rea- 
ſonable, this ResoLuTION is, to a Nation 


that is often periſhing for want of Corn, and in- 


deed we may as well talk to a Beggar of the uſe- 
fullneſs of Money, when our buſineſs is to re- 
lieve him; It is our ſhame and reproach that as 
abſolutely neceſſary as Tillage is to our well be- 
Ing, we have been as careleſs about it, as if like 
the Jeu, we expected Manna from * to 

| eed 
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feed us, or truſted like the old Jviſh to the gather. 
ing Muſcles and Cockles on the Shore, or the 
Hips and Haws, and Acorns of the Woods to 
feed us. While other Nations labour to plow 
and. enrich even their pooreſt Grounds, we can 
hardly be perſuaded to break up their richeſt 
plains, which Nature ſeems peculiarly to have de- 
ſigned for Tillage 3 by not harbouring a Mole in 
them, where often all Manure is uſeleſs and half 


labour wou'd produce double the Crops, which 


our Neighbours purchaſe with ſo much expence 
and Toil, And indeed it is miſerable to conſider 
how induſtriouſly the Swiſſers plow the naked 
ſides of their Mountains, and our poor Neigh- 
bours as I may call them the Yelfh, ſtruggle to 
force a Crop from their barren Rocks, while 
many of our People leave Hogs and Rabbits the 
firſt original Plowers of the Earth, to turn up 
ſome of the richeſt Grounds in the Kingdom. 
When the Poles were once endeavouring to raile 
the Price unreaſonably of their Corn on the Dutch, 
the States order'd their Ambaſſador to propoſe to 
the Czar that if he wou'd put his Subjects on 
Tillage, they would not only buy their Grain from 
them, but they wou'd ſend over ſkilfull Huſband- 
men to inſtru them compleatly in Agriculture. 
This propoſal ſo alarm'd the Poles, that to break off 
the Treaty, they lower'd the market and ſo kept the 
Datch their Chapmen ever ſince, but I have often 
wiſh'd that both the Poles and the Czar hadrefusdto 
deal with them, and that they wou'd make ſuch 
a Bargain with us, in order to tempt us to get 4 
little more ſkill and profit by plowing up our 
Paſtures, which wou'd yeild as well as the rich 
Ground did in our Saviour's Parable. The Earth 
indeed has done her part but to as little Purpoſe 
| as 


(127) 

as the Silk-worms make their Webs in Aſia, 
where the indolent Turks wont put forth an Hand 
to gather them; and much leſs to Spin and Weave 
them, but chuſe to buy their fine wrought Silks 
from Foreigners. In ſome parts indeed we are 

lt WY better Plowmen but generally thro* half the king- 
dom we hardly Sow mare than what will keep us 
if from Hand to Mouth, and rather to ſerve the 
n Houſe than the Market, ſo that as thinly peopled 
| as we are, our poor live like Nabuchadnezzar on the 
Herbs and Graſs of the Field, one 4th part of the 


od Year, or on Potatoes without Bread, and for ano- 
n ther 4th they muſt depend on the Courteſy of 
* Foreigners, for what they pleaſe to extort from 


them for it, which frequently coſt us (Beggars as 
ve are) 100, ooo l. per Annum, or live as the old 


the 77% uſed to do, and the Swediſh boors often do 
Wit this Day, on a mixture of Meal and Bark 
5 ground together, when famine and (it's conſtant 
" 1 Companion which is) a dearth of Money, have 
* made us ſmart for our folly, we frequently plow 


enough to make us give a Præmium to the Dutch 
to buy our Grain for half price, and then we lay 
er the Plow aſide till we are forc'd to buy it back a- 
We” Win at a rack'd rate, and ſo live by the loſs to 


* the next Harveſt. As this great miſmanagement 
8 0 proceeds from ſeveral Obſtructions to our Til- 
8 lage, which we have long labour'd under, I ſhall 
, 2 mention ſome of them, and then lay down a few 


ich Methods in order to remove them. The firſt is 
ue a Sort of Natural Averſion to the Plow in our 


4 Native 1riſh. One wou'd think they had occa- 
ach only been yok'd to it and drawn it with their 


odies as the poor Indians us'd to do in Peru, 
but the Truth is they have got this humour from 
heir good Friends the Spaniards, whoſe Pride and 
Sloth 
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Sloth they are too apt to admire and Copy. I ll 7 
find moſt Travellers agree in cenſuring the Peo- MW 1 
ple of Spain; that they Plow very little and ge. P 
nerally but for a Mile or Two near their great 


Ve 
Towns, and between want of Rain and Labour WO er 
are every third Year ſtarving for want of Bread; I. 
and begging. their Corn-merchants the Dutch to MW ou 
ſave their lives and take their Money. The learn- ab 
ed Mr. Willoughby tells us, that in many parts of E. 
Fpain they make no uſe of the Plow but dig the 


Earth with Iron Fridents as he calls them, which 
is a Method I find our 1rif formerly practisd, 
and I make no doubt borrowed from them, But 
Sir William Petty lays the Charge of this Averſion 
on their Prieſts, who he ſays teach them that this 
way of Living (by Cattle and Paſturage) is more 
like the Patriarchs of old and the Saints of latter 
times; by whoſe Prayers and Merits they are to 
be reliev'd, and whoſe example they are therefore 
to follow, and indeed I am ready to allow his 
account for a reaſon I ſhall Tack to it, and that 
is, that by diſcouraging Agriculture they deſtroy 
the Chief maintenance of the Heretick Miniſters, 
and ſo put them on almoſt as bad a Foot as 
themſelves. If we conſider the valt influence the 
Popiſh Prieſts have on their good Catholicks, and 
the hatred they bear our Clergy who have ſeiz'd 
on the Tythes, and left them the People (as Py- 
rates that rob the Proviſions and Cargo and leave 
the ſtarving Mariners to fail the Ship) it will ſeem 
very likely, that wherever they could they have 
taken this Revenge. | 

But there is another great Obſtruction to out 
Tillage in Ireland, which is harder to be accounted 
for, and that is, the Fondneſs of our Proteſiai 
Gentlemen to large Herds of Cattle and Paſturage 


his 
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This Humour has ſpread ſo generally through the 
Nation, that though it eats up our People like a 
Plague, and lays our Country waſte, we ſeem e- 
very Day to do all in our Power to encreaſe this 
epidemical Evil of over-running vaſt Tracts of 
Land, with ſuch prodigious Herds of Cattle, that 
our Stock-maſters in ſome Counties will ſoon be 
able to match the famous Mc. Surly- boy in Queen 
Elizabeth's Time, who is ſaid to have kept 50000 
Head of Cattle to his own Share. i 

It wou' d be terrible to ſuppoſe, that any Diſ- 
inclination to their own Clergy can occaſion this 
Fondneſs, and therefore we had better impute it to 
the Deſire of keeping their Lands unbroken and 
in Heart, or to its being a ſafer and an eaſier Way 
for the Landlord to get his Rent, and the Tenants 
to enrich themſelves with leſs Hazard and Toll. 
But ſtill the Wonder will continue inexplicable, 
how we can indulge this dangerous Humour to the 
Hazard of Famine and Diſtreſs, ever threatning 
the Nation, to the diſpeopling our Country, and 
beggaring the poor Natives, who cannot leave us, 
3 well as the holding our Lives at the Mercy of 
the Corn- factors in England and Holland. But 
this is not all, for if any Doubt cou'd remain as 
to the Farmers Gain, Mr, Dobbs (whom I cannot 
name but with Honour for his Eſſay on our Trade) 
has demonſtrated, that the leaſt Advantage that 
can be made by Tillage, above the beſt Kind of 


Paiturage, is over Three to One; to ſay nothing 


I 


of the Benefit by the firſt, and the Damage b 

the laſt, to our unhappy Country, when ten Acres, 
under the Plow, are ſufficient tor the Maintenance 
df a large Family, and ſcarce two hundred, when 


kept under Sheep or Bullocks. 
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A third great Obſtruction to our Tillage 
is, our downright Negligence or Ignorance in 
many material Articles belonging to it, and 
our retaining ſeveral old Cuſtoms which are 
very prejudicial to it, I ſhall give a few ſhort 
Hints of ſome of them ; and the firſt I ſhall touch 
upon, 1s, that great Inſtrument of Tillage, the 
Plow, which, in many Places, we make in ſo odd 
a Faſhion here, that if it were carried to England 
they wou'd hardly know what it was, and wou'd 
be utterly at a Loſs how to uſe it, or till their Land 
with it, at leaſt, to make it produce a tollerable 
Crop. Inſtead of having different Kinds of 
Plows, as the ſtrong Herifordſpire Plow for the 
firſt, and the ſmaller light Sufo/k Plow for the 
ſecond fallowing, and the little Foot-Plow for the 
ſhutting up the Furrows. Inftead of having ſe- 
veral Sorts, (to ſay nothing of the new-invented 
Patent Plow, and the double and four coulter'd 
Plows) for over-wet, ſtiff, Clay Grounds, or light, 
dry, ſandy, loamy Soils (as all good Huſband- 
men, in the plowing Counties of England, gene- 
rally have) we ſhift off all our Buſineſs with one, 
and that ſo ill contriv'd and order*d, the Dutch 
would not wiſh us a worſe, and what is as bad as 
all the reſt, *tis often drawn not by Oxen (as it 
were to be wiſh'd our Laws oblig'd us) but by 
Horſes, or Garrons, as we call them, of different 
tizes which alſo many of the pooreſt 1ri/5 draw 
by the Tail. But we work our Plows as ill as 
we make them, when we turn up our Field with 
them, for we generally leave much of our Soil 
entirely unſtirr'd, and theFurrows bare, broad and 
unfruitful ; even our richeſt Lands are by no means 
wrought to a ſufficient Fineneſs. Thus, after 3 
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ge great deal of injudicious and ſuperfluous Labour, 
in we rather drown or bury our Grain than ſow it, 
nd Tho? we plow too little thto* the Kingdom, each 
ire particular Farmer often plows too much, that is, 
ort he graſps at more than he can well manage, and 
ich what by ſowing too late, what for want of due 

Care, ſufficient Manure, and proper Culture, well 
applied, he has frequently a {maller Crop on 40 
Acres than he might have on 20 truly wrought 
with ſkiltull Management. Our negje&t as to pro- 
per Manures is intolerably great in our poorer 
Lands, Numbers of them we know nothing of, 
and many of thoſe, we do know, we do not employ 
to the beſt Uſe, and in a ſkilfull manner, by which 
Means it happens, that our Crops are ſo ordinary, 
that our Neighbours in England, under double 
Rents, ſevere Taxes, and treble Wages for La- 
bour, with the Help of a ſmall Premium, can 
bear the Loſs and Charges of exporting their 
Grain to us, and yet underſell us in our own 
Towns, Many of our lower People are alſo as 
lazy as they are ignorant, and * have as bad 
Tools as they have Hands. umbers of the 
Harrows of our poor Farmers, (I ſpeak what I 
ke and know) have their Harrow-pins made of 
Wood, and the Tackle for them (and the Plow 
allo) of twiſted Gads and wretched Taggs cut out 
of the Hides of Horſes they have kill'd, probably 
by unſkilful under-feeding and over-labouring ; but 
even our beſt Iron-pinn'd Harrows are ill con- 
ivd, both for the Draught of the Cattle, and 
the breaking the Clods. They are generally too 
ght, and the Pins too ſhort, thin, and weak, and 
not right plac'd to anſwer each other, and there- 
tore can never ſufficiently raiſe and break the 
Mould, which is the main Point to make a light, 
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open, warm Bed and Coverlet, if I may ſo ſpeak, 
for the Grain. Thus we juſt ſcratch the Ground 
only, as Mr. Frazier, in his Voyage * to the 
South. Sea, ſays, the Indians do in Chili; and when 
we have done, we neither manure our Land ſuff- 
ciently, nor ſteep the Seed in proper Liquors to 
enrich it, nor uſe Rowllers to ſmooth and flatten 
the Mold. Nay, we do not even mow the Crop, 
with ſcythes when it is ripen'd, but rich and 
r cut it down entirely with Hooks, what 
Grain ſoever it be; and ſome of the leſs improv'd 
Triſh, inſtead of threſhing, do often burn the Straw 
as the quickeſt and eaſieſt Way to get out the 
Grain. This, indeed, is a terrible Account of our 
Huſbandry, and, I muſt own, in many Particu- 
hrs, is only applicable to the pooreſt and leſs ci- 
viliz'd Part of the 1riſþ Natives; but I have ſet 
it down here juſt as the Lacedzmonians made their 
Slaves, the Helotes, drunk, and then expos'd them 
to their Youth, to mako them aſham'd of ſuch 
odious Folly. | 

Another material Obſtruction to our Tillage in 
Treland, is the uncertain Prices and Markets for 
our Grain. 

When fruitful Seaſons happen both to us and 
our Neighbours, Grain becomes a perfect Drug, 
and then, contrary to all good Policy, we give 
the Merchant a Premium to export it to thok 
who do not want, and conſequently won't purchaſe 
it but at a very low Rate, either to feed their 
People and Families, or victual their Ships cheap: 
ly, and, at the ſame Time, enable them to ſell 
their Manufactures cheaper than thoſe they buy 
from can; or clſe they buy it with a View to {ell 
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it back to us (as they often do) with treble Intereſt 
for Freight and Factorige. While the Markets 
keep low, the Farmer thinks he has ſo little En- 
couragement, that he drops his Plow and his La- 
bour, and never reſumes them, 'till a bad Seaſon, 
or an over-great Exportation of our Corn bring a 
Dearth or a Famine, and an immenſe Price rouſes 
his Induſtry anew. Thus our Tillage is kept in a 
perfect Ague, one while ſo hot we think we ſhall 
never be cool again, and in a little Time ſtarving 
and periſhing, and in deſpair of getting Warmth 
and Life in us. 

But it is Time to quit fo diſagreeable a Subject, 
and to conſider what are the propereſt Remedies 
by which we may remove theſe Obſtructions. 

And in the firſt Place we ſhou'd do our ut- 
moſt, by all Means and Methods in our Power, 
to cure our People of that lazy Averſion to the 
Plow, which muſt be of fatal Conſequence to us 
if it continues. 

We ſhould encourage all under our Influence, 
both by our Example and proper Rewards, to be 
fonder of this uſeful Kind of Huſbandry, and, 
at the ſame Time, put the Act for the Encourage- 
ment of Tillage in Execution, with the utmoſt 
Rigour. It is true there are ſome very neceſſary 
Amendments wanting to that uſeful Law, which 
might make it execute itſelf, and poſſibly, if the 
fifteenth Acre were to be plow'd inſtead of the 
twentieth, and the ſuing for, and recovery of the 
Penalty were made more eaſy and certain, it 
wou'd at once contribute to make this Nation eaſy 
in this important Matter. 


The 


1 

The curing our People of their Fondneſs for 
paſturing their Lands muſt, I fear, have ſome 
additional Helps, or in Time it will prove ruin- 
ous to us, and make us, as we obſerv'd before, a 
deſpicable Nation of Butchers and Drovers, S0 
wretched a Condition have we brought our ſelves 
to, that, while other Nations I coutd name, are 
jealous of taking too many Hands to the Plow 
from their more gainful Manulactures, and, there. 
fore, would only have as much Corn as would 
feed themſelves, without allowing any for Expor- 
tation; we cannot be induſtrious enough to plow 
as much as will keep us from Want and Famine 
at home, and. the Gay h of them, the Ex- 
tortion of foreign Corn- factors, who thus confume 
our few Pence that ſhould keep our Trade from 
periſhing. It is plain this Land- flood has ſpread 
ſo far and wide already, that there cannot be fuf- 
ficient Stores of Cattle found to ſtock the wild 
Waſtes of their Farms, which has rais'd the Prices 
fo high, that ſome begin already to ſhake their 
Heads, and compute the Difference of the Gain 
between plowing and grazing their Farms. How- 
ever it were to be wiſh'd that this Trade, which 
employs ſo few Hands, and is ſo pernicious to our 
Country, were ſome Way check*d ; and if a Tax, 
like that in Holland, of ſo much on every Carcaſe of 
Beef when exported, were laid on by Act of Par- 
liament to the carrying on ſeveral of our Manu- 
factures, it would be a double Service to the Poor 
of our Nation, and would prove ſevere on none 
but Foreigners. | 

Poſſibly, if the Engliſh (as *tis thought they 
will) ſhould repeal the Act againſt exporting live 


Cattle to Great Britain from Ireland, it mg 
leſſen 
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leſſen the Slaughter of Beeves for exportation, 
without ſinking one Penny of what we now gain 
by them, and by coming, as it were, between the 
Living and the Dead, in ſome Meaſure ſtay that 
devouring Plague more than at firſt Sight one 
would imagine ; but if none of theſe Reliefs can 
be hop*d for, our wretched Comfort muſt be, that 
the Fire muſt go out, when there are no more 
Houſes left for it to burn. 

As to the removing the Obſtruction which our 
Tillage meets with from our Ignorance, it muſt 
proceed from Time and Practice, and the Exam- 
ples of thoſe of Diſtinction and Fortune among 
us. If ſkilful Englib Huſbandmen were invited 
over by our Gentry, by good Wages or Farms, 
F to be their Overſeers, or their Tenants, it would 
b go a great Way in this Matter. This would bring 
f us into right Methods, and introduce, among 

cher Things, the ſteeping our Seed-Grain in dif- 

ferent Brines and Liquors, the enriching different 
Soils with their proper Manure, and in ſhort, the 
changing many of our barbarous Cuſtoms for ſuch 
3 are more uſeful and profitable. I could name 
ſme of the beſt and worthieſt Men in the King- 
dom who have begun this Method to the great 
Advantage of all around them, as well as their 
own Satisfaction and Profit; and certainly, he who 
ntroduces Improvements of this Kind among us, 
contributes more to the Benefit of the Poor, than 
It he built Hoſpitals for them; as thoſe laſt can 
only relieve the very aged, weak, or ſick, and 
the other gives Food, and Raiment, and Employ- 
we vent to all who want, and will ſeek for them. 
wt Ide old Romans had publick Officers, as Aulus 
en Cellius tells us, in his 12th Book, to inſpect the 
Tillage of the People, and to fee that every one 
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manag'd their Farms properly, and to puniſh ſuch 
as did not, as Enemies to the Commonwealth; 
and though it may be Truth, that ſuch Methods 
would not ſuit our Times, yet every Gentleman's 
Example is, in his Eſtate and Neighbourhood, a 
living Law to the ſame Purpoſe ; and poſſibly, 
after all, it were to be wiſh'd he could be veſted 
with the ſame Kind of Authority. We fee in 
England, as Mr. Hartlib “ obſerves, that in Henry 
VIII. and Edward VIth's Days (and he might 
have named others) the Legiſlature concern'd 
themſelves ſo far, in actually forcing the People to 
fall to Tillage by penal Laws, and to leave off 
the pernicious lazy Method of Paſturage, that at 
laſt they effectually brought them into it; and 
once they found the Sweet of it, and got Skill and 
Experience, they never left it off ſince; and thoſe 
Laws are now grown quite obſolete. Why tome 
ſuch Methods ſhou'd not be fallen upon by our 
Parliaments I cannot conceive, where the Want is 
ſo great, and the Example ſo firong before our 
Eyes; but I am ſure one good Law that wou'd 
execute itſelf, and form'd on the beſt Model of 
thoſe old Statutes, might not only ſave, but gain 
this Nation incredible Sums of Money in a few 
Years. 

Laſtly, the effectual Cure for that Obſtruction 
of our Tillage, that proceeds from low Prices, 
muſt be ſought for in thoſe great Bleſſings, to 
every State, where they are ſet up, publick 
Store- Houſes, and Granaries. 

It is very ſurprizing, what Advantages al 
Trading Nations receive, who make uſe of rhem 
by keeping Bread at a reaſonable ſtated Price thro 
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h the Year, for by this Means, the Work-Man's 
- W Wages, and the Value of his Goods are more fixt 
s and certain, and by never feeding too dear, they 
aan often under-ſell their Rivals, who have not that 
a Providence. The very Terror of Famine alone, 
„ makes ſuch publick Store-Houſes ſo frequent in 
d Poland, Germany, Italy, Geneva, and the Swiſs 
in Cantons, but Holland has not only by this means, 
ry WI fenc'd againſt that Evil, but alſo ſecur'd the cheap- 
it Wl neſs of her Manufactures. As we can eaſily ſup- 
'd Wl ply our ſelves with Corn from our own Fields, we 
to Wl ſhould take care to keep it always near ſuch a 
x Price, as that the Farmer may be encourag'd to 
at Plow, and the Manufacturers be able to eat and 
nd vork at a reaſonable Price, or elſe our Trade and 
nd our Tillage will til] fluctuate, and this, publick 
fe WM Store- Houſes eſtabliſht by Law. would effectually 
ne Wl ſecure. Mr. Haclib, Captain Jarrington and Mr. 
ur Wl Dobbs, (whoſe Scheme tallies exactly with theirs,) 
is have enlarg'd fo fully on this matter, that there 
ur can remain no Doubt of the Advantages that re- 
1d WW fult from them, and could we once get but ſo ma- 
of Wl ny built by Act of Parliament, as would lay up 
un even 100,000 Barrels for a Store for the Nation, 
ew which is near as much as we imported in our late 

Dearths, we ſhould at leaſt prevent ſo vaſt a Drain 
ion from taking off our Specie another time, we might 
es, furniſh them in cheap and plentiful Years, when 
to Corn is generally ſound and large, and fitteſt for 
ick keeping, and as all Exportations might be prohi- 

bited, till they were fill'd and till Grain riſes to ſuch 
all I a determin'd Price, ſo, by having ſuch a Stock 
em in Bank, we ſhould not be in Danger of being fo 
r Wl vaſtly extorted on, as we have been in times of 

Scarcity. Beſides it is to be conſider'd, that by 


keeping our Grain in Stacks, or Barns, or Lots, 
the S there 


ſtroy'd by Rats, Mice, and other Vermin ; much 


them till the Price riſes, as well as by mortgaging 


have not been thought of, for beſides ſeveral otheſſſt 
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there is frequently one fifth, or ſixth Part of it de. 


of it is heated, or grows muſty, or damag'd by want 
of Hovells, by Rain and Storms, and ſometimes 
conſum'd by Fire; all which Accidents are pre. 
vented by this Method, and very probably, even 
the Grain thus ſav'd from ſuch Loſſes and Mi. 
managements, would be ſufficient to keep down the 
Market and prevent a Dearth. But we would ne 
only fave our Grain thus by early thraſhing and 
bringing it into the Graneries, at the legal Price, 
but the Farmer would thereby' get the Straw and 
the Chaff in due Time for his Cattle, and Thatch, 
and Dung, as well as light Oats for his Horſs, 
and Poultry, and Swine, in the proper Seaſon when 
he wants them, moſt of all which he loſes b 
waiting for an high Market, and as Tickets mult 
be deliver'd him, under the Granary Seal, he may 
take up Money on them, or keep off Creditors by 


a Freehold, or transferring a Bond. It is uſu, 
(Captain Yarrington ſays) in Holland, for T radel- 
men and Servants to lay out their Wages thus, a 
the beſt way they can turn them, for profit by the 
riſe of the Market, and indeed as the common 
Price of Storage is but a Penny the Buſhel per An- 
num, and the Advance of Corn is too often ver. 
conſiderable, there is no Doubt, but this would ſoot 
grow a Cuſtom with us alſo, if once we had tit 
Sanction of a Law for eſtabliſhing ſuch Granaris 
in this Kingdom, And indeed the Advantage 
reſulting from them, both to Trade and Tillage 
would be ſo conſiderable, that 'tis amazing, the 


Methods, I can ſee no Reaſon why ſuch Cities * 
Dublin, Cork, Waterford, Derry, Belfaſt, Sli 
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and Galway, ſhould not be as much oblig'd in 
Intereſt and true Policy io lay up Annual Propor- 
tions of Corn, as Ships going to Sea, or Troops 
on a March, and therefore if they neglect it, forc*d 
fo it by a Law. We ſee all the Corporations in 
London had their ſeveral Store-Houſes of this Na- 
ture, to prevent the Extortion and Miſery of a 
Dearth, and I can ſee no Reaſon, why the whole 
Community ſhould not be as much taken Care of, 
by the Prudence of the Legiſlature, as theſe rich 
Companies were by their Predeceſſors, and their 
proper Officers, their Maſters and Wardens. I 
make no doubt if thoſe unreaſonable, and indeed 
impolitick Premiums which are allowed on Ex- 
portation of Malt, or Bare, when at ten Shillings 
the Quarter, and Wheat, when at fourteen Shil- 
lings, had been laid aſide, and transferr'd in a bet- 
ter Manner, and at an higher Allowance to public 
Granaries, it would go a greater way in this impor- 
tantt Matter, to prevent our Farmers being, undone, 
or our poor being ſtarv'd, and eſpecially if private 
Granaries under proper Reſtrictions, were alſo du- 
ly encourag*d; we might thus preſerve a ſuffici* 
ent Store ready for foreign Exportation, when an 
high Market abroad, and plenty at home, made it 
reaſonable, and as we ſee the vaſt Benefit deriv'd to 
their People, by this Providence in the Dutch; it 
$ to be hop'd, our Legiflature will ſoon take the 
game Care of their Country, and that we ſhall nei- 
"ther want Granaries (at leaſt at Cork and Dublin) 
W's ſecure us from future Famine, nor a Joſeph in 
aer preſent chief Governour to direct their due 
Regulation and- Management. 

And thus I ſhall diſmiſs any further Conſidera- 
tons as to this Branch of our Jriſb Agriculture, 


ies And ſhall now proceed to another Rxs0LuT10 v 
S 2 (tha' 


( 124) 
(tho! I have hinted ſomething on it before) which 
it is incumbent on us as Country Gentlemen and 
Farmers to make, and that is, 


We Reſolve to the utmoſt of our Power, to 
practiſe our ſelves and encourage in others, 
the raiſing of Flax and Flax-Seed in the 
beſt and skillfulleſt Manner, to ſupport and 


enlarge our Linen Manufactures. 


This is a more vital Article, than the very 
Bread we have been ſpeaking of, and is to the 
laſt Degree, neceſſary to our Subſiſtance, as che 
great Source from which by due Induftry we may 

hope for Safety, and*Eale, and perhaps in time for 
Plenty and Proſperity. It is our chief Staple Com- 
modity, and ſo beneficial that (beſides the large 
Encouragements given by the Linen Board) in the 
common Methods of working it up, we reckon an 
Acre of Flax will produce 30 l. and employ 
ſix Hands compleatly, and if we ſuppoſe it ſpun 
and wove 1n the fineſt Hollands, Cambricks, and 
Laces, its Value improves to an immenſe degree, 
It has alſo this great Advantage, that we can never 
run too much into it, it-being certain, that if we 
could export to the Value of a Million a Year, 
more than we do, we ſhould never want a Market 
for it in Great Britain alone; to which, by croſſing 
the Channel in a few Hours, we import it Cuſtom 
free, when all other Nations pay conſiderable Duty, 
after a tedious Navigation. It has made fo pro- 
digious a Progreſi among us, within theſe thirty 
Years, that we now from a Trifle, make near 
500,000 I. per Ann. clear by it, and if it goes on, 
will provide tollerably for all our Poor, and tum 
the Burthen of a large Family to a Bleſſing to the 
| Parents 
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Parents by the help and Aſſiſtance their Women 


and Children will afford them. It will- therefore, 
be our Intereſt to puſh this Buſineſs as far as we 
can carry it with all Expedition; for flouriſhing 
as it is, we all know, that it and our Proſperity 
every Year depends on the Caprice of the Seas and 
Winds, and the good Will of Foreigners and Ri- 
vals too, who we find by fatal Experience, often 


ſend us decay*d Seed. As this makes our Condi- 
tionextreamly precarious, and our paying 30, ooo I; 


for Seed, and undreſt Flax, makes it ſtill more 
neceſſary for us to put our ſelves out of ſo uneaſy 
a ſtate of Dependance, we ought at leaſt, to en- 
deavour to ſupply our ſelves at home with Seed 
and Flax enough for our own Conſumption. It 
has been computed that about 3000 Acres more, 
would tully ſupply theſe two Articles, and when 
once that is accomphſht, and that vaſt Drain to 
Foreigners cut off, we may conſider how we can 
beſt extend this Manufacture into the Weſt and 
Southern Parts of Jreland where 'tis thought, there 
are at leaſt 100,000 idle Hands, chiefly Women 
and Children, who may be employ'd in it to our, 
and their great Advantage. About 16,6000 Acres 
more, would anſwer the great End and make us 
a moſt happy People; a People flouriſhing by our 
own Induſtry, and the Friendſhip of Great Bri- 
tain; and if once Munſter and Connaught, ſet their 
Hands to this deſirable Work, and would employ 
their rich Lands, not only in the Hemp, but in 
raiſing Flax and Flax- ſeed for the North, and by 
Degrees would work up our courſer Linens, where 
leſs Skill and Experience is neceſſary, we need not 
doubt to ſee it accompliſht. Nay, in Time, we 
may hope to furniſh Lint-ſeed to the Oyl-Mills in 
England, if we do not ſet up enough of our own, 


for 
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for as it is known, that at the loweſt Valuation an 
Acre of Flax will with the Seed give 10 l. clear 
of all Charges, and will the ſame Seaſon give a 
Crop of Clover too, it is very likely, that moſt 
People will in time, chearfully fall into it, eſpeci- 
ally in thoſe Parts that lie near the Sea, or Navi- 
gable Rivers, who can eaſily export their Flax, or 
Seed to Dublin, or other Markets. The Truth is, 
the Proſperity of Ireland depends ſo much on the 
general ſpreading of our Linen Buſineſs, that if 
every Perſon were oblig'd by Law to ſow au Acre 
of Flax for every 100, or 150 Acres of arable 
Land he held, and to go yet farther, if every Per- 
ſon who ſow'd ten Acres was allowed five Shillings 
per Acre from his Landlord, and to pay no Tythe 
for them, I do not ſee but it would prove of vaſt 
Service to this Kingdom without injuring our Clergy, 

As good Husbandry is a moſt neceſſary Ar- 
ticle, to enable us to ſee theſe Hopes accompliſht, 
we muſt reſolve to be punctual in obſerving theſe 

lain and obvious, but neceſſary Rules, which 
thoſe worthy Friends to their Country, the Dublin- 
Society have laid down for us in their excellent Pa- 
pers; as ſome of them are too minute and particu- 
lar to be inſerted here, I ſhall only mention a few 
of the moſt eſſential ones in as ſhort and clear a 
manner to help the Memory, and ſpread ſuch ne- 
ceſſary Cautions as far as theſe Papers can. 

And firſt, we ought to make uſe only of our 
richeſt, ſtrongeſt, melloweſt Loams, and thoſe 
inclining to Clays preferably to all others. 
 2dly, We ought to manure, fallow and labour 
our Grounds for Flax with equal Care as we do for 
Wheat, if we deſire a fine Crop. zaly, we ſow 
our Seed early in April, rather thin than thick 


and on flat Ridges, from twenty to ſixty Foot 1 
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and with or without Trenches, as the Ground is 
moiſt or dry, and ſhould change both our Seed 
and Soil as often as we can. | 

4thly, We ſhould chuſe the ſhorteſt, plumpeſt, 

thickeſt, oilyeſt, heavieſt Seed of a bright brown 
Colour, and that which ſinks ſooneſt in Water, or 

blazes and crackles moſt in the Fire is the beſt, 

, 5thly, We ſhould never pluck it till it is full 
f ripe, and the Seed almoſt ſhedding, and then not 
e 
e 


to ſtack the Flax but Ripple and Water it with- 
out delay. As to the Directions of ſowing Clo- 


ver ſome Days after the Flax-Seed, as we do after- - 


Oats, or as to rolling the Ground when dry, weed- 
ing it carefully and ſeparating the courſe and fine 


others of the like Nature, I chuſe to omit them 
and refer the Reader to thoſe curious and. uſeful 
Tracts where they are more fully ſet forth. 
Another important ResoLuTion, which we 
ought to lay down with the ſame good View is 


this, viz. 


We Reſolve to do all we can, to introduce all 
new Improvements in Husbandry into Ire- 
land, which are likely to be of real Profit 
and Advantage, and eſpecially the culture 
of Hops, Madder, Weld, Wood, Saffron, 
Liquorice, Clover and other Graſs Seeds. 


As whoever deſires not to be an uſeleſs Drone 

our in the Hive of his Country, ſhould Labour to im- 
for prove it to his beſt Ability, I ſhall touch on each 
OW of theſe Articles; and I ſhall begin with Hops, as 
ick by their Importation, they do us moſt harm, and 
oad by being cultivated here, may therefore do us moſt 
and Good. Tis generally computed, that we uſe je 
ags 


Flax in the pulling and watering it, and ſeverat 
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my Knowledge, have tried them in ſmaller Quan- 
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Bags every Year in Ireland, which at the loweſt fi | 
Rate of-4 l. the Hundred, and 200 Weight to the (| 
Bag, make 48,000 l. which Sum, large as it is, is * 
chiefly paid by the pooreſt of our People, to get a 
little tollerable Malt Liquor, to comfort them as 8. 
having little or nothing to eat. This is a terrible ch 
Drain for a Country to lie under, that is ſo impove- 
riſht as ours is, and yet it is certain, with a little In; 
duſtry and Zeal to help our ſelves, it might eaſily be 
ſtopt, if we would once vigorouſly ſet about it, 
and endeavour to raiſe Plantations of Hops among 
us. By theſe few we have tried already, we 
know by Experience, that both our Soil and 
Climate agree as well with them as our Neighbours 
in England, and tho? poſſibly they may not do quite 
ſo well in Ulſter, ſince even in England, they have 
travell'd very little further North, than Nottinghan- 
ſhire, yet in Linſter and Munſter, they flouriſh ex. 
treamly, and even in Ulſter, many Gentlemen to 


tities with good Succeſs, About 1000 Acres 'tis 
agreed, would ſufficiently anſwer the whole Con- 
ſumptionof the Kingdom, allowing for bad Crops 
and failing Years, and conſequently if two Hun- 
dred Gentlemen would plant but five Acres a Piece, 
we ſhould in the firſt Place cut off this vaſt Annual 
drain of 48,000 l. from Ireland, and thereby have 
that Sum to employ to the uſe of our poor Nation 
at Home, But 2dly, theſe 1000 Acres, would 
not only help to enrich many thriving Families, 
who would ſet up ſuch Plantations, but alſo they 
would give Maintenance, for at leaſt five Montis 
of the Year, to a great Number of our poor Peo- 
ple, who are now uſeleſs and idle for want of Em- 
ployment, to the huge Benefit of our Country in 


general, as their Labour would be all clear Gains 
| (0 
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to the Kingdom, The Reaſons which ate 
ſt brought againſt our attempting this Matter from 
he the tenderneſs of Hops, our want of ſufficient Skill 
sas well as Shelter and Poles, and even ſuffici- 
a ent warmth of Sun and Soil, to give a proper 
Strength to the Plant, are ſo eaſily anſwer'd, that 
ole WF there is no Occaſion to fear any Men of Senſe can be 
ve. diſcourag'd by them. Beſides the Succeſs many of 
our Gentlemen have met with in cultivating them, 
be and the great gain, and the ready Market they 
i, meet with, where they are to be diſtinguiſht from 
Ng the Engliſh, have already encourag'd Numbers to 
ſet their Hands and Heads to forward this good 
Work. As it is chiefly our Gentry who have ſet 
about it, whoſe Senſe will beſt rectify any Errors, 
and whoſe Fortunes can beſt bear the Expence, ſo 
in a little Time, as our Experience improves and 
our Profit encreaſes, it is to be hop'd many others 
will follow the wholeſome Example they have ſet 
us by attempting ſmaller Plantations, which may 
ſerve as eaſy Trials this way, and ſupply their own 
Families and a few Neighbours. | 
It wereto be wiſht indeed, that we ſhould obtain 
an Act of Parliament to allow Premiums and pro- 
per Encouragements, to promote and extend the 
culture of large Plantations, but if this is not to be 
expected ſoon, yet probably the great Profit by 
Hops will effectually ſpread them thro? the Na- 
tion in ſome Years, tho* more ſlowly and gra- 
dually, | 
I could name many of our Nobility and Gen- 
try, and even Ladies too of the beſt Families and 
Fortunes in Ireland, who to their immortal Ho- 
nour, have generouſly and vigorouſly labour'd 
with much Expence, to nouriſh this Under- 
| taking 
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taking in its Infancy, and it ſome of our conſtant 
Abſentees, would alfo affiſt us in it, they would in 
the nobleſt manner make us amends for the want 
of their Help other ways. If they would fend 
over Engliſb Planters who underſtand this and other 
Branches of Husbandry, and by giving them good 
 Free-holds, on that Condition oblige them to em- 
ploy confiderable Quantities of their Farms that 
way, and order their Agents here, to keep large 
Hop-Gardens themſelves, and encourage their beſt 
Tenants by Præmiums, or good Leaſes, to follow 
their Example, our People would turn their ill 
Wildes into Bleflings and Prayers for them, and 
their Families. As hardly as we think of many 
of thoſe Gentlemen, I know ſeveral of them that 
are as juſtly diſtinguiſht for the greateſt Virtues, as 
well as the largeſt Fortunes, and poffibly as ſuch a 
Method cannot be very expenſive at firſt, and may 
greatly enlarge their Revenues hereafter, and would 
be the greateſt help to reſtore- our Country, which 
Languiſhes under their Abſence, to a more flouriſh- 
ing State, we may find ſome of them who may 
contrive to give us this generous Proof of their 
Regard and Pity for us. But this muſt be left to 
the Goodneſs of their own Hearts, and in the mean 
time let us comfort ourſelves, that tho? the Aſſiſt- 
ance of skilful and experienc'd Men from England, 
would be a conſiderable Help to us in this matter, 
yet it is certain, that thoſe judicious Inſtructions 
which our excellent Dublin-Society have publiſh'd 
about Hops are ſo clear, and fo full, and ſo particu- 


lar as to all neceſſary Directions, that no Man of 


Senſe, who will carefully conſider and obſerve 
them can fail of Succeſs in Time, let him be never 
o unexperienc'd. | 


Madder 
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Madder is another Arzicle in our Husbandry, 
which we might carry on with great Advantage, 
both as there is above 3000 I. Annually paid to 
Holland for it by our Dyers, and above 36,000 l. 
by England, all which might beclear Gains to us, if 
we could cultivate it. All the Accounts I have ever 
met with about it, make the Profit ſo prodigious 
(from 100 l. to 2001, an Acre and more) and the 
culture ſo eaſy, being little more than giving it a 
deep, warm, rich Soil, and keeping it clear of 
Weeds, that I cannot conceive, what has occaſi- 
on'd it's being ſo much neglected by us, if it be 
not mere Ignorance in drying, curing and prepar- 
ing it for the Dyers and making thoſe nice Mills, 
which the Dutch have for grinding it. It is true, 
the Crop comes in but once in three Years, which 
probably is one great Objection to it, but then the 
Return is ſo large, that King Charles Iſt. gave 
Mr. Shipman, his Gardiner, a Patent for it, as a 
great Favour, tho' I ſuppoſe by the taking away 
all Monopolies, and the troubleſome Times, itcame 
to nothing, and has been very much neglected to 
this Day in England. So that here is a great Op- 
portunity offer'd to us, if we will make uſe of it, 
againſt which there can be no Objection rais'd, if 
we had once brought over ſome Dutch Men to in- 
ſtrut us in the Management of it. We have ſeen 
it flouriſh extreamly at Dean L' Abadies, in Tippe- 
rary, in very indifferent Ground, and as probab] 
boo Acres employ'd this way, would anſwer the 
Demands of all the Dyers and Apothecaries in 
England and Ireland, and produce a vaſt Profit 
to the Undertakers and the Nation, I hope it will 
not be long before we ſee this Branch of Husban- 
dry eſtabliſſ'd among us. I muſt own as our 
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People from their Poverty and other Circum- 
ſtances, are not likely to attempt ſuch Undertak- 
ings, without ſome Encouragement from the 
Publick, it were to be wiſht, that the Truſtees of 
the Linen, or Tillage Boards, might have ſuch 
Funds given them, as would enable them to ſet on 
Foot this and many other Deſigns I have, and ſhall 
mention for the Publick Good, by proper Prz- 
miums, a Fund of even 4000, or 3000 l. fer 
Ann. thus appropriated to different Deſigns, 
might eaſily be contriv'd, and if judiciouſly laid 
out,and faithfully applied to carry them on, would 
work little Miracles in Ireland, and in a few 
Years make us another ſort of People 

Weld and Woad are two other Dyers Weeds, 
which are in great Demand for that Trade, and 
may. by due Cultivation yield conſiderable Profit 
to our Farmers, which are notwithſtanding hard- 
ly known among us. Weld, which is as uſeful 
for dying yellow, as Madder for red, will grow on 
the pooreſt Land, 1f it be dry and warm and at 
the ſame Time, requires no Tillage, if ſown, as it 
generally is, after Oats and harrowed in with a 
Buſh, and immediately when ripe (which is not till 
the ſecond Summer after *tis ſown) it muſt be 
pulled up in Handfuls like Flax and ſo dried and 
kept for the Market. It yeilds thus frequently 
from 31. to 6 I. per Acre, all Charges and Rent 
deducted which (eſpecially from poor Ground) is 
no {mall Return, and therefore deſerves the Re- 
gard of all Gentlemen, who have very dry, tho 
very ordinary Land and yet conſequently might 
make good Profit by this Weed. 

As to Woad, it requires very rich, as well 2s 
very dry Land, which it is ſaid to impoveriſ 
greatly; and indeed as the Demand for it — 
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and our Conſumption at Home is not conſidera- 
ble, and as it requires a large Purſe, which muſt 
be emptied to keep one or two Woad Mills go- 
ing, and as the whole Management of it is ex- 
treamly Myſterious and difficult, it is impoſſible 


'to think of making this improvement in our Huſ- 


bandry, but by bringing over ſkilfull Men from 
Holland, hird and encourag'd by Wages from 
the Publick ; and employed by ſome of our 
ſkilfulleſt Farmers here, who may make them- 
ſelves Maſters of the Buſineſs. 

There is another very neceſſary Improvement 
in Agriculture, which is the Management of Saf- 
fron, that we ought by no means to neglect, be- 


cauſe the little we produce in this Iſland has the 


Character of being the Beſt in the World, and 
ſells often for a 4th or 5th penny more than the 
Engliſh, and beſides is a drain on us of above 
500 1. per Annum. which is likelier to encreaſe 
than fall. I ſhall not enlarge on the Culture of it, 
becauſe it is fo fully and accurately deſcribed in 
Dr. James Doughlaſs's Account of it, which he 
gave into the Royal Society in November, 1728. 
>clides that Paper is ſo well abridg'd by Mr. 
Read in his Philoſophical Tranſactions, and by 
Mr. Miller in his Dictionary, that I ſhall refer 
any cut ious Enquirer about it to them, who will 
entertain them very agreeably upon it; all I ſhall 
obſerve of it is, that it loves a rich dry Ground, 
which muſt be well dung'd, and thrice plow'd as 
deep as the Soil will allow, and muſt when plant- 
ed be fenc'd againſt Hares with dead hedges. 
When all expences are born according to the 
Price of Labour in Ireland, we may compute that 
one Year with another with proper Huſbandry an 
Acre may produce at leaſt 81, or g 1, per Annum. 


ſuppoſing 
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fappoſing the Dung was to be purchaſt, and the 
Labour paid- for, but as the Planter and his Fa. 
mily gain a large part thereof clear to themſelves, 
the Profit he makes is ſo much the Larger. This 
is a fair Encouragement for our Farmers to Cul. 
tivate Saffron ; and eſpecially as it ſeems to de. 
light in our Soil and Climate, and is eaſily manag'd 
chiefly by the Labour of Women and Children, 
and beſides all this (which ſuites beſt with our 
poor people's Circumſtances) is eaſily ſent to 
Market without any coſts for Carriage. 

All I ſhall remark as to Liquorice (which i; 
another uſeful improvement we want) 1s that it de- 
lights in the deepeſt and richeſt Soil that can be 
had as Madder does, and like that is three Years 
in coming to due perfection before it is fit for 
digging up for the Market. As we have much 
Land in Ireland, fit for producing it, and as the 
Profit is conſiderable it were to be wiſnh'd, we had 
ſufficient quantities both for our own uſe and to 
export abroad, where the Price is high; and the 
Profit equal to moſt of thoſe we have poke of 
Clover and other Graſs Seeds, is th: bot A 
ticle I mention'd, as proper io o into 
into our Iriſ Huſbandry, ai d the Ad n- 
tages of them are ſo great, a d begin now to be 
ſo well underſtood, that in a little Time, I hope a 
Stack of Clover, Sc. will be as common as a Field 
of Wheat. It is reckon'd that all Land ſowd 
with it, will feed three or four times as much 
Cattle as common Paſture ; and yet fattens them 
better, and gives more Milk and better Butter to the 
Dairy. It alſo enriches Land ſo much that in 
three Years it makes it fit for Corn again, ſo that 
one may plow up and lay down Land ; from three 


Years to three Years in this manner for an Af 
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e ud it is certainly the beſt way of managing moſt 
„ plow-lands, and eſpecially rich Clays which are long 
„ coming to a Coat of Graſs, unleſs kept by Clover. 
is Rye Grafs does beft in cold and wet Soils, where 
l- Wl the former will not thrive and endures all ſeveri- 
e- Wl tics of Weather, and is not only the beft winter 
d Food, and excellent to prevent the Rot in Sheep, 
n, Wl but *ris the earlieſt in the Spring and can hardly 
ur be eaten too cloſe. However where the Ground 
s good and fit for Clover, tis beſt ſowing theſe 
two Graffes together, for the Rye-graſs thickens 
the Crop where the Clover fails, and prevents 
Cattle's furferting on i, and as it grows upright 


it ſhoots thro” the branches of the Clover and 
s betters both the Crop and the Food. 
for St, Foin is alſo for its laſting twenty nay thirty 
uch Tears in the Ground, and' flouriſhing even in the 
che drieſt, ſhalloweſt and barreneſt Lands and 2 
had Wl enriching them, very deſerving of our Notice, 
a 10 il andefpecially for our dry, ſtrong, gravelly, ſhallow, 
| the Wi Soils, which it thrives very well in, and many 
e Of. WH Gentlemen ſow. this alſo mixt with Rye-graſs to 


their great Advantage; for *tis found to fatten 
Horſes, black Cattle and Sheep quickly, and is 
ao excellent for the Dairy-man by the abundance 
o be Wl of Milk, and the: Goodneſs of the Butter it pro- 
Pe 2 Bi duces, There are other kinds of Graſſes as Lu- 
Field Wl cern, Hop-clover, c. which I can't allow my- 
ſowd Ml ſelf to enlarge on here, and mult refer the Reader 
much Wl for their Uſe and Mana nt, as well as the for- 
then I mer one, to Books of Huſbandry. What I have 
o the ¶ aid on this Subject already has proceeded from 
at u n earneſt deſire to ſpread this excellent way 


o that Net doubling, nay trebling the Produce of our Pa- 

three I ture Ground, but I ſhall dwell no further on it 

AF, hn to ſay that the cultivating of them thus, wou'd 
a | 
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be. a great Improvement of our Country, and 
whoever endeavours by his care and Example 
to Propagate and Encreaſe this ſort of .Huſban- 
dry among us, will equally contribute to the pri- 
vate Advantage of his Farm and Family and the 
publick Service, This would be more particu- 
larly uſeful to encreaſe the quantity of our Hay 


in Ireland, the Scarcity of which often falls heavy 


on our poor, and ſweeps away thouſands of their 


weak Cattle in March and April, for which, by 
truſting to our mild Winters and Springs, they 
don't ſufficiently provide Hay. And tho? every 
Farmer ſhou'd ſtrive to remove this ill Manage- 
ment in our poor People, yet if the Rich multi- 
ply Hay by theſe Graſſes, the Price will be eaſier, 
and the Poor can the better provide for the ſafety 
of their Cows and Horſes, which are their chief 

ſupport and Maintenance. . 

But II have dwelt enough on theſe Matters, and 
ſhall now mention another very uſefull REsol u- 
TION, Which every Country Gentleman and Far- 
mer in Ireland ought never to depart from, and 


that 1s, 


We Reſolve to improve the Breed of our 
Horſes and black Cattle, by importing the 
beſt of both Kinds we can procure from 
England. OS 


As to the firſt of theſe it is certain, that be- 
tween Coach, Troop and Saddle Horſes, we ſend 
annually about 4,000 1. out of the Kingdom for 
want of Gentlemen, who will keep ſufficient ſtudds, 
to anſwer the conſtant demand we have for ſuch 
Cattle. There is no doubt but this proceed 


chiefly from Indolence and Negligence, *. we 
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1 
have Land as proper for breeding them as any 
in England, and much cheaper, and there is a 
certainty that we wou'd fell them for ſufficient 
Profit at our own Doors. 

But the Nation does not only ſuffer in the Mo- 
ney we ſend out for them; for through the Want 
of good Stallions for draught Horſes through the 
Kingdom, our Inland Trade is driven not by 
Carts and Waggons, as it ought to be, but by 
the pooreſt Carriages and Garrons, as we call them, 
in the World. And certainly, as our wretched 
Wheel-Cars are ſeldom loaded with above 400 
Weight, our Goods muſt come much dearer to 
the Market, to our great Loſs, and the Damage 
of the Merchant, all which wou'd be prevented, 
and many great Conveniencies ſecured, if we bred 
better ſiz d draught Horſes fit for the Carts and 
Waggons which they uſe in England. Poſſibly, 
the Uſe of Friction Wheels, if generally us'd and 
encourag*d, might help our Carriage ſomething, 
but I am ſure, if we wou'd keep large Stallions 
more generally than we do, and hire out Leaps 
to our Neighbours, and determine to ſell ſuch 
ſon*dColts as we breed ourſelves in the Halters, at 
two Years old, at cheap Rates (in order to diſ- 
perſe well-bred Stallions through the Country) we 
ſhou'd find prodigious Benefit from it in Ireland. 
I am perſuaded if ſome of our Horſe-Jockies 
wou'd keep a conſtant Stable in Dublin, and have 
it ſupplied entirely with Stallions for Draught and 
Saddle, they wou'd make a great Profit by ſelling 
them to our Gentlemen for Breed, and, at the 
lame Time, do a great Service to the Kingdom; 
and why Premiums ſhould not be allowed for 
all Stone-Horſes, ſworn to be brought over for 
Breed, and of ſuch a Value and Size, I cannot 

U cConceive 
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conceive, And, indeed, if by ſome ſuch Law 
we were once brought, in [reland, to be fond of 


breeding excellent Horſes of all Kinds, we might 


in Time turn our Paſtures to great Advantage this 
Way, and even bring great Sums into the King- 
dom. We ſee how the famous Anthony Gunter, 
the laſt Count of Oldenburgh, by this very Me- 
thod made his whole Country famous tor the fineſt 
Horſes in Europe ; and certainly, by a little Care 
and Induſtry, we might in Time find a wide Dif- 
ference in ſending over fine Horſcs inſtead of fat 
Beef to France. 


The Breed of our black Cattle is not indeed 


quite ſo bad, becauſe they have been more fre- 


quently recruited from England, want leſs keeping, 
and are leſs apt to degenerate than Horſes. How- 
ever we have been too remiſs in this Matter, and, 
if we conſider how much it concerns us to have 
large ſiz d and good milch Cattle, in regard to all 
the Exportations they furniſh us with, and the 
Uſes they anſwer, we ſhall be more careful than 
we have. been to bring over the choiceſt Cattle for 
Breed from the Northern Counties in Euglard, 
and eſpecially Yorkfhire and Lancaſhire. The Ha- 
zard and Expence is not conſiderable, and eſpe- 
cially when put in Ballance with the Advantages 
a fine Breed wou'd procure us, though, as we {aid 
of Horſes, it ſeems highly reaſonable in a Matter 
where the Nation is ſo much intereſted, that 
proper Premiums ſhou'd be aſſign'd for all, who 
import Bulls and Heifers for breed, of ſuch an 
Age, Size, and Value, A great deal might be 
ſaid on this Subject, but I chuſe to haſten to the 
laſt ResoLUTIOoN we ſhou'd fix on as Country 
Gentlemen and Farmers, namely, 


Ne 
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We reſolve to uſe our beſt Endeavours to get 
Such Laws paſt as may ſupply whatever is 
wanting to the thorough improving, and 
perfect ng, and encreafing our Huſbandry in 

reland, | 


This may ſeem as improbable an Undertaking, 
as a Spendthrift's promiſing to be a good Mana- 
ger once he can get out of Jail, where his Folly 
and Careleſſneſs have thrown him; but Nations 
can do quick Work, in a little Time, with their 
many Hands, when they ſee their true Intereſt, 
and reſolve to purſue it. We ſee Holland and 
England are now the Patterns of the World for 
Trade and Huſbandry, and yet *tis not much 
above a Century ſince they made as poor a Figure 
in thoſe Matters as Ireland does now. Since they 
had not even the Seed-plot of thoſe Things ſown 
in their Countries, ſince they were over-run with 
Woods, and had nothing but Soldiers and Eccle- 
ſiaſticks, and their Slaves and Villains, as they 
were calPd, who by Turns wrought and fought - 
under them. It would take up too much Room 
to prove this Truth, ſo I ſhall only put the Reader 
in Mind as to England, that *tis not much longer 
ſince the Londoners petition*'d the Crown to be re- 
liev'd againſt two grand Nuſances, the burning 
Sea-coal in the City, which poyſon'd them with 
their Stench, (nay ſince, nice People wou'd eat no 
Meat which was not dreſs'd with Wood-fires) 
and the uſing Hops in their Malt Drink which 
ſpoil'd irs Taſte, and their Healths with it, and 
theſe are now two great Sources of their Wealth 
and Trade, It is not much above a Century ſince 

| 21 their 
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their Woollen Cloths came to any good Degree 
of Perfection, or ſince they ſettled in the Eaſt or 
Weſt-Indies, or ſet up the Turky Trade, Sc. and 
to ſtick cloſer to the Matter of Huſbandry which 
we have been conſidering, it does not exceed the 
ſame Compaſs of Time, ſince, as Dr. Plot * tells 
us, they us'd in Kent to cut down their Oaks, and 
bury them, to make room for the Plow, not 
knowing what to do with them. Nay, *tis of no 
old Date, ſince they had any Practice in, or ſett- 
led Notions of Agriculture, for it was not till the 
End of Queen Elizabeth's Reign that Tuſſer writ 
his doggerel Verſes, and Scot and Gouge publiſh'd 
their Tracts, which were the firſt of the Kind in 
the Enghſh Tongue, Mr. Hartlib , who writ 
in CromwelPs Time, ſays, the old Men, in his 
Days, remembered the firſt Gardeners who came 
over to Surry and ſow'd Turneps, Carrots, Part- 
neps, early Peaſe, and Rape, which then were 
great Rarities in England, being imported from 
Holland. They introduced at that Time the plant- 
ing Cabbages and Colliflowers, and the digging 
of Ground for Gardening-Stuff ; and we all know 
that both Cherries and Hops were firſt planted in 
Henry VIIIth's Reign, and even in Queen Eliza- 
bet s Time Artichokes firſt made their Appear- 
ance, and even then they had Cherries ſtil] brought 
from Flanders, Apples from France, Onions, Sat- 
fron, and Liquorice from Spain, and Hops from 
the Low-Countries, though they all of them long 
ſince became Natives of England. Theſe haſty 
Improvements were owing to the happy Reign 
and wiſe Government of the beſt of Queens, and 


In his Hiſtory of Oxf2rd/bire, p. 162. 
＋ Vide Hartliv's Legacy, p. 9. | 
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a lucky Turn of Humour . in the People, influ- 
enced probably and directed by her wiſe Miniſtry 
and, as we have had a Succeſſion of excellent 
Princes, and the mildeſt Governments, we are 
alſo making better Improvements that Way in 
Ireland than ever, and may well hope they will 
be nurs'd up and encourag'd by his excellent Ma- 
jeſty, and that moſt amiable and accompliſh'd 
Prince his Son, who ſeems to turn himſelf (or 
rather ſeems form'd by Nature) to bleſs, and to 
pleaſe, and do good to all. 

I have before taken Notice that Jreland has 
often ſhewn a Kind of elaſtick Force in recover- 
ing herſelf from her loweſt Diſtreſſes; and as we 
ſee Sir William Petty aſſures us, ſhe had in Mat- 
ters of Gardening, Planting, Building, Sc. im- 
proved from 1652 to 1673 from one to four, and 
her Trade 1657 to about 1664 (leſs than half the 
Time) from one to ſeven ; fo, probably, if we 
will vigorouſly, one and all, reſolve to purſue our 
Tillagge, we ſhall in as few Years encreaſe it at 
leaſt to double; and if we wou*d build even two 
or three great Granaries, as we formerly hinted, 
ſhall think no more of fencing againſt our too fre- 
quent Famines, but of relieving thoſe who us'd to 
feed us. Shang 

It is true theſe Hopes will never produce this 
defirable Bleſſing, unleſs our Gentlemen take theſe 
Matters to Heart, and not only encourage them 
by their Influence and Example as Country Gen- 
tlemen, but alſo ſtrengthen and enforce them, as 
our Legiſlators, by vigorous Laws, which will 
execute themſelves. I am ſenſible (God he knows) 
how unable I am to adviſe in ſuch weightyPoints ; 
but rather than let the. leaſt Hint be loſt, which 
abler Heads may improve to the publick oo, 

| I will 
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I will run the riſque of being thought the weakeſt 


of Scriblers, by throwing ſeveral Methods and 


Means here together, which I have often fancy' 
might forward this excellent End. 

As firſt, it wou'd do well if the Linen, or Na. 
vigation and Tillage-Board had Funds and rea. 
ſonable Sallaries ſettled for ſenſible itinerant Hus 
bandmen, which we might bring from England 
or Holland, and oblige to travel like our Flax. 
men, ſo many in each Province, from. one Gen- 
tleman to another, not ſtaying over three Weeks 
or a Month with each, to adviſe them in the Ma- 
nagement of their Farms, &c. and to give con- 
ſtant Accounts to the Board of all obſervable De- 
fects, Miſmanagements, Sc, in the Agriculture 
of every County. * 4 

It wou'd alſo, in the ſecond Place, be of ſingu- 
lar Service if we had Schools and Maſters of A- 
griculture ſettled in ſeveral of the great Towns of 
Ireland, with competent Allowances to inſtruct 
our young Gentlemen and rich Farmers Sons in 
the ſeveral Arts and Branches of that uſeful My- 
ſtery which ſo many practiſe, and ſo few under- 
ſtand. The Conſequences hereof would reach 
far, and ſink deep, and make a wonderful Change 
among us, as it wou'd influence and direct thoſe 
who muſt neceſſarily lead the Way to the Crowd 
in all great Reforms whatever. I cannot think it 
wou'd be difficult to find a proper Fund for ſuch 
a Foundation; and beſides, though it were, I am 


Long after J had writ this, as ſeveral of my Friends to 
whom I ſhew'd it in Manuſcript can teſtify, a very ingenious 
Pamphlet on Premiums was publiſh'd, where a Method of the 
ſame Kind is laid down ; and I am proud to find my Thoughts 
on this Subje& ſhou'd ſo nearly tally with thoſe of that Writer 
whoever he is. | | p 
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elt ure we ought not to boggle at a Tax for it, as 
nd Aue can hardly pay too dear for ſuch uſeful Purpo- 


* Wiollowing Clauſe : And be it further enacted by 
< Na the Authority aforeſaid, that in the reſpective 
” Cities and Towns of Dublin, Belfaſt, Water- 


« ford, Cork, Limerick and Gallway, there ſhall 


an. be eftabliſh'd, erected, and ſettled, before the 
ans « firſt Day Of December, in each of the ſaid 


« Towns and Cities, and ſo continued for ever 


« ing the Mathematicks and the Art of Naviga- 
tion; in every of which Schools there ſhall be 
«* plac'd and continued one or more able and ſuf- 
« ficient Maſter, or Maſters, for teaching and in- 
« {tructing the ſaid Arts: And that every of the 
« faid Towns and Cities ſhall, out of the publick 
Revenue and Stock to them belonging, or 
« otherwiſe, ſettle and ſecure a reaſonable Penſion 
and Stipend for ſuch Maſter, or Maſters, to be 


MV. paid them quarterly during his and their Con- 
der. tinuance in fuch Employment orEmployments.” 
each N FD 


Far be it from me to propoſe that Parliament 
bot (which was deſign'd to be fatal to the Proteſtant 
and Briti/þ Intereſt in Ireland) as a proper Model 

for us to follow; yet, if I durſt, I wou'd ſay, (as 
e Grecian Moraliſt tells us, our worſt Enemies 
may often prove our faithfulleſt Monitors) that 
poſſibly that Clauſe might hint to us a proper 


owns, for the Service of the Nation, 
Another Article that wou'd be of conſiderable 
vice to improve our Huſbandry. wou'd be, an 


ops, by obliging Neighbours to join in the 
| Works 
N 


ſes, I remember to have ſeen an Act paſt in the 
» Iriſþ Popiſh Parliament in 89, which contain'd the 


. 
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« hereafter, a free School for teaching and inſtruct- 


Fund for ſettling Schools of Agriculture, in thoſe 


Act to encourage the draining of our Loughs and | 
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Works like the Act for Mears and Bounds, or 
elſe to pay theirShare of theCoſts, or to forfeit their 
Share of the drained Lands. 

This Iſland abounds with many thouſand Bogy 
and Loughs, which might thus be made excellent 
Ground, and extremely fertile; and yet, through 

lazy or ill-diſpos'd Neighbours, nothing can be 
' attempted. Beſides, for want of due Encourage- 
ment from the Landlords, many ſuſtantial and 
induſtrious Tenants are afraid to venture on ſuch 
an Undertaking. Whereas, by the Aſſiſtance of f ; 
ſuch a Law, many excellent Huſbandmen might, 
by proper Encouragements, which I preſume not 
to point out, gain as many hundred thouſand Acres * 
of Ground to themſelves, the Landlord, and the 
Nation, as we ſee the Dutch in Holland, and the FE 
Engliſh have recover'd in Eſſex, Lincoln, Bedford, \ > 
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and Cambridgeſbires, &c. by their Skill and Ir. © 
duſtry, and, at the ſame Time, might alſo im. 1. 
pou our Air and Climate as much as our ;** 

ands. The ſame may be ſaid as to many thou- I 


ſand of Acres which might be won from the Sea, 
and Abundance of our Rivers that over-flow vaſt d 
Tracts of Ground, which, ſor want of ſuch a 
Law, are loſt to the Service of Mankind ; and, 
though it be true, that we want Hands more than 
Lands in Ireland, yet the extraordinary Fertility : 
of ſuch Soils wou'd be of ſuch immenſe Benefit, iſ 8! 
that they will ever be a Reproach to our Lazine!s M 
or Ignorance *till we recover them, as we might ED 
by ſuch an aſſiſting Law eaſily do. 
A fourth Article which wou'd alſo contribute to TI 
this great Purpoſe wou'd be, an Act to give ef ö | 
fectual Encouragement to Tenants, and to oblige rg 4 
all ſubſtantial L.andlords, that have Lands of ſuch n 


a Value, to plant Orchards of F * ot 
| uc 
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ſuch Dimenſions, and 8 them. Though T 
have formerly taken Notice of this; I think it ne- 
ceſſary to repeat it (as I have done two or three 


other Things which we want to be reminded of ) 


and to obſerve, that the prefent Premium to 
Tenants of one Shilling a Tree, ſeems very incon- 
ſiderable to have a general Influence herein; and 
as ſuch Orchards would be of great Service to us 
in many Views, and eſpecially in furniſhing us 
with Cyder, which coſts us 2000 l. per Ann. it 
is to be hop'd this Matter may one Day be con- 
ſider d by our Legiſlature, and effectually pro- 
vided for. We may alſo, under this Head, bring 
one that belongs to it, which is, to provide, by 
due Encouragements, a ſufficient - Number of 
nurſery Men, with proper Stocks of Fruit and 
Forreſt-Trees; for, not only our Countrymen, but. 
Mankind in general, are fo indolent, that unlefs 
ſuch Stores are got ready to their Hands, our Acts 
for all Kinds of Planting (when the Planter is to 
begin from the Seed or the Stock) will be much 
leſs effectual than the Neceſſities of our Country 
require. But as theſe Matters can only be conſi- 
dered here as the Excreſcencies of Huſbandry, 
and, as I have formerly hinted ſomething on the 
ſame Subject, I ſhall not enlarge farther on them 
now, but proceed to two other Points which are 
of leſs Importance, and which would not fo directly 
improve our Huſbandry as (by taking proper 
Meafures to remove them) prevent no ſmall 
Loſs which our Farmers ſuffer by them, and un- 
important as they are, I ſhall not paſs them by. 
The. one is to give proper Rewards for the Heads 
of Crows, Rooks; Daws, Finches; Sparrows 
and Larks, which devour an incredible Quantity 
of Grain, both when it begins to ſprout, and 
X Short 
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when it is ripe. The other is to have the ſame 


Reſtriction here againſt Pidgeon-houſes, which 
they have in England, and to allow none to be 
built but on old Foundations, as the Turks ſerve 
Chriſtian Churches among them, As trifling as 
theſe two Articles may ſeem, I am perſuaded theſe 
two bands of ſpoilers, conſume as much Corn as 
would ſerve one third of all our Poor, in the worſt 
and longeſt time of Famine and Scarcity z and 
therefore we may well ſet them down as an hea 
encumbrance on our Tillage ; which help to keep 
it low and leſſens our Crops more than we ima- 
gine, the Damage which Pigeons alone do Ex- 
land annually, between what they ſpoil, and what 
they eat, being computed at near a Million of 
Money. 

Laſtly that I may not grow tedious I ſhall 


throw ſeveral Articles together, which I con- 


ceive may alſo aſſiſt this great deſign ; as 
namely: Laws to reſtrain and puniſh Idlers, and ob- 
lige thoſe who get their Bread by Huſbandry to a 
regular, conſtant courſe of Work and Induſtry: 
Laws againſt Stock-jobbing Lands and Leaſes; 
to prevent the racking and oppreſling of under 


* Tenants, by thoſe Farmers who grind the Face 


of the Poor, by taking large Tracts of Ground, 
and cheap Bargains, merely to ſet them at a ſevere 
Rent to others, and (to add no more) Laws to en- 
creaſe, or rather create an Induſtrious ſubſtantial 
Yeomanry amongſt us, inſtead of the unfed and 
uncloath*d Beggars, that keep our Lands as poor 
as themſelves. 

I ſhall not dwell on the caſe and Expediency of 
each of theſe, becauſe they are ſufficiently Obvi- 
ous to all, who can weigh and conſider them, and 
aſſign them their due bounds and Regulations 

[8 1 
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16 and tho? there is a Method, which I conceive 
ch would be of as great ſervice in this affair as any 
be have yet nam'd, yet as it wou'd take up more 
ve room to explain it fully than I can allow it here, 
as and as I propoſe to lay it one Day before the 
eſe WM Dublin Society in a particular Paper, I ſhall omit 
as it, and ſhut up this Subject with my hearty wiſhes, 
rſt chat ſome abler Hand may gather out of this heap, 
nd WW ſomething wherewith he may contrive in ſome 
vy I tollerable manner, to improve and enrich our waſt- 
ed, and waſting, Country. 

Let us .now proceed to another material Rela- 
tion in Life, which has a great Influence on our 
Country, and which Numbers of us ſtand in, and 
that is as Magiſtrates and Juſtices of the Peace. 

And here methinks, this is one of the firſt 
REsoLUTIOxNSs we ſhou'd fix on, viz. 


= 


We will endeavour to know and underſtand 
the Laws of the Land, in order to Anfwer 
the Truſt that is repoſed in us, and put 
them in Execution with Zeal and Integrity. 


Whoever is once honour'd with that Commiſ- 
lion ſhou'd not only carefully ſtudy the Laws, to 
make him love our Country and the Bleſſings of 
our Conſtitution, to give him a fondneſs for Li- 
berty and an Averſion for Tyranny and Slavery, 
but alſo to enable himſelf to diſcharge an Office 
with Skill and Ability, which he has ſworn to exe- 
cute. For tho? there is no Neceſlity he ſhould be 
y of n able Lawyer, yet a Reaſonable Acquaintance 
bvi- at leaſt with all Statutes, that touch his Province 
and or have delegated any Power to him, is highly 
ons; Proper. It will not only give him a Character of 
and | X 2 Skilfullneſs 
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Skilfullneſs in his main Buſineſs, but enable him 
alſo to adviſe his Neighbours even in matters of 
Law and Equity, and prevent or end expenſive 
Suits by a friendly Arbitration, where a little 
Knowledge with much of Honeſty, will go great 
lengths in delivering poor Families from the 
Ruinous expence of Law Suits, 
And here ſince I have touch'd on this Point, 
let the Reader pardon me, if I add to it the” a 
little abruptly, that it were to be wiſh'd we had a 
Law paſt, that no Suit ſhou'd. be commenc'd in 
any of the Courts above, for a Sum leſs than gol, 
but that all ſuch ſhou'd be Determinable by the 
Juſtices of the Peace in their Seſſions, or by Re- 
terees appointed by them. - Bonds might be given 
by the parties to ſtand to ſuch Arbitration, with 
a Power of appealing to the next Aſſizes, if in- 
jur'd by their Sentence; but ſubject to treble Coſts, 
if the Sentence be confirm'd, This wou'd ſecure 
ſpeedy and cheap Juſtice to the Poor, and at 
Home too, where they and the Circumſtances of 
the Diſpute are beſt known, and where conſequent- 
Iy, they wou'd be redreſt without being undore. 
But to return ——- ſuch a Knowledge in our Laws, 
wou'd give a Juſtice of the Peace greater Autho- 
rity to terrify Rogues and Villains, as allo to 
protect the Innocent, to deliver the Poor from the 
Pau of the Oppreſſor, and to check Wickedneſs and 
Violence, Vice and Debauchery of all Kinds what- 
ever, which the narrow Tether he is tied up to 
will allow. This he muſt never ſtretch too far, 
but rather content himſelf by Perſuaſion and kind 
Offices, to redreſs ſuch Grievances as the Laws 
have not put ſufficiently 1n his reach. 
But tho* the Power of ſuch Officers is a good 
deal limited, yet are they veſted with no contrary 
| | | tible 
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tible Authority, being entruſted with the maintain- 
ing Peace and order, the Puniſhment of Wicked- 
neſs and Vice, and protecting Innocence and Vir- 
tue. They are under the Judges of the Land, 
the Vice-Guardians as it were of our Properties 
and Lives, our Eaſe and Quiet; being plac'd as 
Publick Watchmen over our Morals and the Cen- 
ſors of the People's Manners, and in many Caſes 
the ſettled Executors of ſeveral of our Laws, for 
preſerving the good Effects of our National Re- 
ligion and Trade, if we may uſe ſuch an Expreſ- 


ſion of two Things, which are not yet quite dead 


among us. When the Management of ſuch a Pro- 
vince is plac'd with worthy Men, and in clean 
Hands, firm and ſteady, and ſkilfull in their work, 
it muſt be of huge Importance to our Country. 
When ſuch Officer's Knowledge of the Laws, is 
join'd to an honeſt Zeal of Heart and Uprightneſs 
of Soul to ſee them executed, with a Love for 
Virtue, an hatred for Vice, and an inviolable Inte- 
grity and Inclination to Juſtice! When he has not 
only an Horror for Bribes but even a Scorn for le- 
gal Fees; when he has an undiſtinguiſhing Blind- 
nels for Friends or Enemies, Neighbours or 
Strangers, in diſcharging his Duty; he becomes 
an Honour to his Poſt ; a Bleſſing to his fellow 
Creatures, and in the beſt Senſe of the Word, a 
Father to his Country ! He gives new Weight to 
the Laws by the unbyaſs'd Deſtribution of their 
Decrees, and wherever the Severity of his Sentence 
happens to fall, he is no more blamed or hated 
by the Criminal, who ſuffers by it, than a deſtroy- 
ing Agel, who is oblig'd to execute the Orders 
of Divine Juſtice, I know thoſe, whom this Pic- 
ture will reſemble ſo much, that they will ſeem to 
have ſate for it, as it is realy drawn from the 

on Lite, 
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Life, and I heartily wiſh there were numbers of 
them. But alas! there are but too many who are 
the reverſe of all this in their Conduct, and who 
by Ignorance and Vice, by the vileſt Proſtitution 
of their Power and abuſe of the Laws, ſink this Of. 
fice as low as the Criminals they protect, and the 
Oppreſſion, Avarice and. Corruption they too of- 
ten deal in. But as it is to be hop'd that Men of 
mean Fortunes and low Education, of little Abi. 
lities and leſs Virtue, will ſeldom be able by par. 
tial Recommendations to diſhonour this Employ. 
ment, I ſhall only take a View of this Subject. on 
the agreeable Side, and ſet down ſeveral Reſolu- 
tions, by which Gentlemen 1n this Poſt may con- 
tribute greatly to the Publick Service. And in 
doing this as it would be abſurd to take in the num- 
berleſs Particulars, where a Gentleman in ſuch a 
Situation may be uſeful, I ſhall only confine my 
ſelf toa very few Articles, which are generally too 
much over-lookt and neglected, 

Now in Order hereunto we lay down this as 2 
very proper RESOLUT ION, Viz. 


We Reſolve as Magiſtrates in our ſeveral 
Counties to proſetute with all the Severity 
of Fultice, all kinds and Diſtinctions, 9 
Felons, and Criminals, and above all, thiſe 
200 are Murderers. | 


Poſſibly this may ſeem an harſh Word to be 
ugd of thoſe, who only kill Men in Fitts ot 
Drunkenneſs, Anger and Reſentment for ſome 
Affront or Injury; but *tis the Language of our 
Laws, and therefore I hope I may uſe it, but how- 


ever that be, I am ſorry to ſay, there is but = 
| much 
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of much Reaſon for this Reſolution. in every Part of 
re it. As to common Felons in many Counties, 
10 which I wont name, it is too notorious, that thro? 
on a falſe Mercy and Tenderneſs in ſome Men, and 
. che vile Connivance and Partiallity in others, it is 


he very difficult to get the Laws put in Execution 


of. ¶ againſt the plaineſt Crimes, and the moſt confeſt 
of MW Thieves and Villains. Many are ſuffer'd to eſ- 
bi- ¶ cape, betwixt the Intereſt of the Landlords, the 
ar- Corruption of Proſecutors as well as the Villany 
dy- Wl and Perjury of brib'd Witneſſes, | 

This is a very grievous Evil, and big with 
a Thouſand others, and therefore calls for all the 
Attention and Application of an honeſt Magi- 
ſtrate to remedy, if he would not have his Coun- 
try a Nurſery of Thieves and Rogues, 

But what is yet worſe, and I fear harder to cure, 
is that dreadful Indulgence, which thro? the whole 
Kingdom is ſhewn to fair and honourable Murde- 
rers of all Denominations. As to Gentlemen who 
are guilty of this Crime; there is hardly one in a 
hundred ever condemn'd, and as it will be hard to 
ſubdue this inveterate trampling on our Laws, we 
ſhould beg of our Legiſlature, that if they cannot 
be hang' d, they may at leaſt be fin'd for it; and 
that the Murderer if acquitted or pardon'd, ſhould 
be liable without Appeal to pay ſuch a Proportion 
of his annual Income or Subſtance to the Main- 


tenance of the Widow and Children, or, if there 


be none ſuch, to the Brothers and Siſters, or the 

» be rext Heirs of the deceaſed. This would poſſibly 
s of Whavea good Effect in tying up the honourable 
ſome Hands of Men of Fortune or Family; and as for 
our WW nterior People, it were to be wiſh'd that the Cri- 
how- minal tho acquitted, ſhould always ſuffer Twelve 
e Months 


__ (1282) 
Months cloſe Impriſonment. In the mean time, tin 
is certain that in general, it is ſafer to kill a Man, WW w 
than ſteal a Sheep or a Cow, and as this is the vileſt MW he 
Mark of Barbariſm. And is not only ap Imputati- N 
on the Juſtice of the Nation, but an Evidence I th 
of the Contempt of the Laws both of God and lic 
Man, ſurely every one that wiſhes well to 7eland Ml fu 
ſhould reſolve to do his utmoſt to enforce our Laws, MW 7: 
and wipe off ſuch a Stain from the Honour and T. 
Juftice of his Country. The Truth is, (as to o- an 
ther Felons at leaſt) as a miſtaken Tenderneſs to the ¶ cor 
Lives of Criminals, made Juries frequently acquit WE bill 
them, there ſeem'd a Neceſlity, for that as well a M. 
other Reaſons, to paſs the Act for tranſporting Fe: ¶ vo 
lons either for Life or Years, according to their M Ne 
Crimes. It is therefore to be hop'd, that Jurie Ml Co: 
will now be the readier to rid their Country of ſuch IM of 
Wolves as live by preying on it, and devouring WM abr; 
the Subſtance of their Neighbours, and ſo far it & fay 
certain, this Act will be of good Service to us; and IM and 
yet poſſibly tho? it be a little foreign to our Subject 
if Hanging and Tranſporting Criminals were al- 
ter'd into ſo many Years of ſevere Labour here in 
Provincial Work-Houſes, where they might be 
employ'd in our Hemp and Flax Manufacture, it 
wou'd be more for the ſervice of the Nation. For 
certainly, it is highly improvident to hang or ba. 
niſh a Man whoſe Labour for Life, if well wrought, 
and ſafely confin'd, is worth (to be fold as a Slave) 
50 1. for Stealing, a Sum it may be, not exceed- 
ing the Price a few Days Wages ; nor can ſuch 
a Proceeding be conſider*d; in Juſtice, but as rob- 


bing the Nation of ſo much Sterling Money. Ti -alwa 
Profits of a Governor of ſuch a Provincial Work with 
Houſe, would make from their Labour, the Penal Bell 
ties that ſhould fall on his Negle&, and the keep: 


ing 
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„ting ſuch Malefactors ſtrongly chain'd, and ſecur'd 
with Iron Rufis on their Necks, as in Spain, and 
heavy Bolts on theit Feet, might eaſily guard the 
Nation from their Eſcape z and beſides, that all 
their Labour wou'd be ſo much Gain to the Pub- 
lick, and amount to a very large Sum, and that 
ſuch a Puniſhment would be as bad as Death to an 
lriſoman, and conſequently deter others from ſuch 
Tranſgreſſions, we ſhould be the fonder of ſuch 
an Expedient, as it is certain many of our People 
commit -Crimes thro* mere Poverty and an ina- 
bility to provide Bread for cheir Families. By this 
Means therefore they wou'd by their Learning to 
work up our Manufactures, be deliver'd from that 
Neceſſity, and enabled (when diſmiſs'd from their 
Confinement) to get their Living by the beſt Sort 
of Induſtry. We know that this Method is taken 
abroad in another Manner, where the Mines (to 


and poſſibly as we have ſeveral Mines in Jreland, 
if great Offenders were ſold, or in ſome proper 
Manner condemned to work there for Life, on full 
Bail of the Maſter of the Mines, that no Fe- 
lon ſhould eſcape, it might prove no ill Method. 
The former one indeed ſeems the moſt eligible, 
becauſe we ſee the good Effects of it both in Swe- 
den and Denmark. In the firſt of theſe Kingdoms, 
Doctor Robinſon late Biſhop of London tells us 
(P. 19. of his Account of Sweden) all Thieves are 
thus puniſht with perpetual Slavery, being con- 
demn'd to work during their Lives for the King, 
m making Fortifications or other Drudgery, and 
always have a Collar of Iron about their Necks, 
with a Bow coming over their Heads, to which a 
Bell is faſtned with Rings. 


% : In 


lay nothing of their Gallies) are made their Priſons, 
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| 
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In Denmark in like manner, as my Lord Mol. 
worth aſſure us * they are all condemn'd for Life or 
Years to work at the Holm, (a great publick Yard 
in Copenhagen, with Docks, to build Shipping) 
where they are employ'd by Turns in all laborious 
Works belonging to Ships, Guns, Anchors, Ca. 
bles, drawing of Timber, Sc. and conſequent]y, 


their Crimes are made Beneficial to the Publick, 


The ingenious Mr. Narſe in his Eflay on the poor, 


Propoſeth, that all Felons, &c. committed to Goal 


ſhould be oblig'd to hard Labour till their Trial, 


nor-can I ſee any poſſible Objection againſt it; 


but why we ſhould every Year cut off ſuch Num. 
bers of our few Hands by Death or Baniſh- 
ment from ſerving our Country, I muſt own, [ 
cannot ſee, unleſs we want the good Senſe of our 


Northern Neighbours, to ſettle proper Places and 


People to employ and ſecure Ma lefactors in, and 


thereby make them uſeful to the Nation in Propor- 
tion as they deſign'd to hurt it. But let us leave 


this to the Wiſdom of our Legiſlature, and pro- 
ceed to another RESOL Ur ION of no ſmall Im- 


portance to Ireland, if it were duly obſerve, 
namely, 


We Reſolve to put the Laws ftrictly in Ex- 
ecution againſt all Vagabonds, Idlers and 
ſturdy Beggars, as the greateſt Peſts 9 


this Kingdom. 


As little as we regard theſe Points, and as 
_ Dightly as we conſider them, they are of great 
Importance to all Countries, but eſpecially they! 
demand our utmoſt Attention here, in a Nation o 


* Account of Denmark, P. 129. 
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Beggars, where ſo many Thouſands are Idle, and 
Lazy enough to be fond of the Trade, and an In- 

Wl finite Number of People Weak enough to encour- 
ige them in it by relieving them. It is certain 
may of our Gentlemen are but too charitable this 
"WH way, and give with both Hands to the Vagrant 
Poor, fo that one would think they look on them 
as Creatures of their own, who owe their very 
Trade and Being, either to their extorted Rents 
and ſevere Exactions, or elſe to their as faulty 
indolence, in neglecting to watch over them and 
putting them in the Way to Induſtry, in our Ma- 
nufactures or Huſbandry. But certainly Charity 
o ſuch Vagabonds is Cruelty to the State, which 
s more interreſted to ſee her People Work, and 
de buſily employed, than any Maſter of a private 
Family is to make his Servants Labour duely. 
Nay her well being depends more upon it, for as 
the Civil Law ſpeaks, and indeed our own Sta- . 

utes uſe the ſame Language, the Welfare of the 
ro- Publick depends on every Man's making the beſt 
e of his time and Capacity, to ſerve himſelf and 
VC Wcihers. Now theſe Drones do not only neglect 
al Work themſelves, but they live on the little 
ock and Proviſion of the Induſtrious Bees, and 
Ex-bat is worſe, are like thoſe, the greateſt Breeders 
n the Hive, and Produce a Race every way re- 
kmbling them, which follow their Example and 
ne ſame way of Living. They are indeed the 
neat Nurſery of Thieves and Felons in the Na- 
on, and as the Life they lead, however wretch- 
Mit appears, is very eaſy and free from Care, 
ey make too many Converts, who find 'tis a 
omfortable Trade, which is ſoon learn'd, and 
Rows Rich by ſetting up upon nothing. This is 
i Diſorder, which coſts our Country incredible 
; Y 2 Suns 
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Sums of Money to no Purpoſe, which can be 
cur'd by nothing, but thoſe Whips and Rods of 
the Law, which are inted for them, and 
which, if the State wou'd duly make uſe of, 
might in time keep our People as buſy thro? the 
Nation, as the Children in a Dutch Spinning 
School, where whoever ſtops the Wheel or keeps 
another idle, is immediately corrected, and all 
are watch*d and aw'd into Induſtry, We might 
then hope either to fee our poor People like the 
Ttalians, ſcorn to beg, or terrified from it by the 
Rigour of the Officers of Juſtice, as we fee they 
are in Saxony and Holland, where the Laws of 
the State work as great a Miracle, as the Laws of 
Gop did among the Jews, by not allowing a 
Beggar in the Land. And indeed it 1s to be 
wiſht, that it was not only puniſhable to ſuch to 
aſk Alms, but alſo as penal to the Rich to give 
them, and that it ſhould be as fineable in Treland, 
to beſtow a Penny to ſuch Vagrants, as it is to ſel 
Gin in ſmall Quantities in Great Britain. 

It is realy robbing the Honeſt Induſtrious Poor, 
who keep at Home in their own Pariſhes, where 
they are known, and where every Man's Hand 
ſhould be ſtretcht out to relieve them, and help 
them to Subſiſt, where the Preſſures of Old Age, 
Sickneſs and Want, make their miſerable La- 
bour unable to do it. Theſe and theſe only are 
the true Objects of our Charity, and tis only ſuch 
as Biſhop Burnet tells us, that are taken care ot 
both in Holland and Scotland, whereas with us ve 
are ſo indulgent to theſe ſtroling Vagabonds, wiv 
often pay their Rents with. the Alms they get, 
that one would think (as Charity ſome ſay is but 
ſelf love diſguis'd) we all fear'd, we may one Day 
be reduc'd to the ſame Condition, by our wy 
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full Luxury and Vanity, and therefore give, that 
it may be given to us again. If the famous Law 
of the Emperor Valentinian were in Force, that 
wherever ſuch lazy idle Vagrants were met, that 
were able to work, every Freeman might ſeize 
them for Slaves, and keep them to hard Labour 
for Life, we ſhould ſee a clear Riddance of the 
worſt and greateſt part of them, and then we 
might with ſafety relieve the reſt who truly deſerve 
and want it. Whoever is once acquainted with 
the wicked Arts they uſe to diftort their Limbs, 
and their poor Infants, the falſe Sores and Diſ- 
eaſes they counterfeit, the Lies they invent, and the 
Debaucheries, Drunkeneſs, and Thieveries they 
put in Practice, will eaſily fee the Miſchief they 
bring on the Nation, 'and the Neceſlity there 1s 
for us to throw off theſe purgamenta urbium, as 
Tacitus calls them, theſe Off-ſcourings of the 
Earth, which equally infect and Devour our Peo- 
ple and rob the truly deſerving Poor, of our Be- 
nevolence and Charity, wherever we meet them, 
we ſhould like faithful Magiſtrates, ſend them to 
the Stocks and the Whipping Poſt appointed for 
them, or convey them from Conſtable to Conſta- 
ble, till they arrive at their own Home, from whence 
if ever they return again, they ſhould be provid- 
ed for Life in another Place of Reſidence, which 
the Law has appointed for them ; tho* thro? our 
Indolence and Folly, the Buildings are ſo far di- 
lapidated, that it will coſt us ſome Time and 
Thought to reſtore them, I mean our Country 
Work-houſes. To Accompliſh this good end, 
it will be incumbent on us to unite one and all m 
this general RESOLUTION, vig. 


We 


— 
* 
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We refobve, as faithful Magiſtrates in our 


Country, to join together to reſtore the Di. 
cipline of our Laws againſt all Vagabond. 
and ſturdy Beggars, and to re-eſtabliſh and 
regulate the wholeſome and wiſe Foundations 
of our Anceſtors, the County Work-bouſes, as 
ſettled by our Statutes. 


It is amazing to any one who will read theſe, 
and conſider how well they were contriv'd, to 
find how our Indolence and Negligence has let 
them fall to the Ground, as if they never had any 
Ute or Being: To refreſh our Memories, and 
open our Eyes, it will not be amiſs if we take a 
ſummary View of the Statute by which they were 
ſettled, and then let us give ſome Account, if we 
can, of what we have been doing ever ſince, and 
what is become of them. This is the more ne- 
ceſſary at preſent, as our Legiſlators have, by re- 
jecting the Heads of a Bill for erecting Pariſh 
Work- houſes (which many Gentlemen had zea- 
louſly eſpouſed) plainly directed us to thoſe, which 
the Laws have already appointed for this good 
Purpol?, | 

Firſt then it is enacted, that in each County, be- 
fore Michaelmas 1636, ſuch an Houſe of Cor- 
rection ſhou'd be built or provided with proper 
Backſide, Mills, working Cards, and other Im- 
plemeats, to employ all Rogues, Vagabonds, and 
jlurdy Beggars, Sc. Theſe Houſes were to be 
convey'd, by the Juſtices in Seſſion, to Perſons 
employ'd for the keeping; correcting, and ſetting 
to work ſuch People. All Juſtices of the Peace 
to forfeit 5 1, for each Year ſuch Houſe was un- 
provided, 


. 

provided, half to the Proſecutor, and half to the 
Building the Houſe, and were enabled to raiſe 
Money off the County for providing ſuch Houſe 
and Fund. For ſetting to work all Perſons ſent 
thither, and to pay a Sallary to the Governor, and 
appoint a Treaſurer who is to account annually: for 
all Diſburſements, and the Governor every Quarter 
for all Perſons ſent thither, and fineable for Ne- 
glects or Eſcapes. All Perſons committed, to 
work conſtantly, and to be puniſh'd by Fetters, 
Sc. and moderate whipping, and to have no Al- 
lowance but what they can earn by their Labour. 
The Juſtices to meet twice a Year to put this Act 
in Execution, and give Warranis four or five 
Days before ſuch Meeting for a general Search for 
all Vagabonds, Fc. to be brought before them, 
and puniſh'd or diſmiſs'd. All Conſtables to give 
in a written Account, on Oath, of all Vagabond: 
taken by them, and, on every Failure, to be find 
at Will, not exceeding 40s. And laſtly, the Juſ- 
tices of Aſſtze are to enquire, in their Circuits, of 
all Neglects of any Juſtices of the Peace, or other 
Officers, who have fail'd in the due Execution of 
this Statute, ' 
I have made the fuller Abſtract of this Law, 
as it is plain it is wholly owing to our own Ne 
olect in executing it, that we want proper Work- 
houſes, and are therefore peſter'd with ſuch 
Swarms of lazy, uſeleſs Vagrants in every County 
in the Kingdom. It is certainly one of the wortt 
Inſtances of our being happy in good Laws, and 
miſerable by our letting them ſleep forgotten and 
ge 4 though, probably, the long Rebellion 

In 1641, was the chief Occaſion of our loſing the 
good Effects of this Act; yet, undoubtedly, it- 
was ng lince, and 1s ſtill, in our Power to en- 


force 


— — CCC" — 


( 160 ) 


force it ſo,as to make it if not as uſeful as it was in- 


tended at firſt, yet of more Service than it is at 
preſent. Were it vigorouſly re- eſtabliſh'd, and 


the Neglects of thoſe nominal Maſters who have 


now Salaries for doing nothing ſeverely fin'd, and 
a ſtrict Diſcipline kept up therein by the Juſtice 
of the Seſſions, we ſhould not only cut up by the 
Roots, the lazy Begging Trade of thoſe Vagrants, 
who would be kept to hard Labour and- corrected 
there, but we ſhould keep thouſands buſy at their 
own Homes, who now abandon them, to live at 
the Doors, and by the Plunder of more induſtr- 
ous People. Were ſuch Wretches ſure to meet 
with Impriſonment and Correction for their Idle. 
neſs, and to be whipt to hard Labour, they would 
ſoon prefer an eaſy Induitry at Home to fuck 
Hardſhips, and bring up their Offspring to a bet. 
ter Way of Life. It were to be wiſhed indeed 
that ſome few Amendments ſhould be added to this 
Statute, and ſuch Encouragements given to the 
Maſter of the Work- houſe, as ſhould make it h 
Intereſt, to keep his Priſoners heartily to their 
Work, and if among other Things it were made 
penal to relieve Vagrants, and that their Children 
might be ſeized on for Apprentices for 20 Vea 
to any, that pleas'd, or ſent to ſome of the nev 
Charter Schools, when they are grown more fre- 
quent in the Kingdom, it would be of great Ute 
As the Kingdom loſes an immenſe Sum by the 
Idleneſs of thoſe Wretches, ſo by giving freſh Vi: 
gour to this Law, we ſhould not only fave that 
Money, but give a new Turn of Induſtry and Ac. 
tivity to all our People, which wou'd be of inf 
nite Service to us, by encreaſing our Manufactures; 
and certainly our poor Country, in its preſent Jon 


Circumſtances, has as much a Right to call forthe 
.Labow 
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Labour of its Inhabitants, as a Ship in a Storm, 
that all ſhall work, when, without it, Death and 
Ruin 1s before their Eyes. 

If I had room there are many other Articles, of 
equal Importance, which fall under the Cognizance 
and Direction of all Juſtices of the Peace, and 
might very properly be enlarg'd on here, ſuch as 
a ſevere Execution of the Laws in Favour of our 
Trade, the watching over our Linen Manufac- 
tures, the Guardianſhip of our religious and civil 
Rights againſt Papiſts and Popery, the faithful in- 
ſpecting the Accounts of all publick Works, 
Buildings, Bridges, and Roads, as well as correct- 
ing all Miſdemeanors and Miſbehaviours againſt 
Sobriety and Decency, Peace and good Order, 
and above all, thoſe Corrupters of good Manners, 
Gameſters and Drunkards, and debauch'd and 
lewd Companions. | | 

Theſe and many other Cares the Laws have 
aſſign'd to them as their Province; and if Gen- 
tlemen wou'd, with Zeal and Spirit, attend to 
their Truſt, and like ſo many Sir Edmondbury 
Godfrey's,, give Life, and Motion, and Energy 
to our Laws, it is hardly credible what the Con- 
lequences would be, to this poor Iſland, in the Re- 
formation of a Number of Abuſes, which ſpread 
and encreaſe among us like Weeds in a Garden, 
for want of being duly kept under the Hoe. But 
it would take up too much of the Reader's Time 
and Thoughts to deſcend to ſo many minute Par- 
ticulars as a long Diſcourſe on theſe Things wou'd 
lead us into, and therefore I ſhall diſmiſs them all 
with wiſhing, that every Magiſtrate may attend to 
them, and endeavour to do Honour to thoſe who 

Place him in this Station, by acting up to the Dig- 
nity of ſuch a Truſt, by ſhewing an — 

ca 
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Zeal for the publick Intereſt, for our Laws and 
our Liberties, our Peace and Safety for Religion 
and Virtue, and Juſtice in his Country, 

There is another material Situation in which 
many of us are engag'd, and in which the Wel- 
fare of Ireland is nearly concern'd, and that is, as 
Merchants; and in this View we ſhou'd firmly 
and conſtantly lay down this neceſſary ResoLv- 
TIN, VIZ, : 


We Reſolve as Iriſh Merchants, that we 
will take all poſſible Care, by watching 
over the Goodneſs of the Commodities 
and Manufactures we export, to pay 
due Regard to the Laws at Home, and the 
Credit and Intereſt of our Country abroad, 


and the Faith and Honour of the Iriſh 
Trade in the World. 


The Talian Proverb ſays, No Wind can be fair 
to a ou Veſſel ; but however, our Enemies, 
or miſtaken Friends, may ſay, this is the Caſe of 
Ireland; I hope if we once get her Leaks ſtop'd, 
ſhe may be ſo well refitted, and put in ſuch good 
Order, as to make many a ſaving Voyage. In 
as poor a Way as our Trade and Circumitances 
are at preſent, *tis in the Power of wiſe Laws, 
and an honeſt Management, to improve them in 
a few Years. It is not very long ſince the Trade 
of Holland grew from nothing to ſo vaſt a Pitch; 
and we all know, that the very Infancy of it in 
France begun under the Tendance and Nurſery of 
Richlieu and Colbert. Nay, even in England 
Trade kept at a low Ebb, and did not ſwell to 

: any 
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any Heighth till Q. Elizabeth's Days, and even 
then the Cuſtoms were farm'd by the famous Smith 
(commonly calPd Cuſtomer Smith) for 14,000 l. 
and he petition*d to be releas'd from the Bargain. 
So that if we do not turn Bankrupts by the Mad- 
neſs of our Extravagance for foreign Things, and 
the wrong Uſe we make of the Bleſſings of our 
rich Soil, we might be leſs neglected and unhappy 
than we are. God is peculiarly ſtil'd the God of 
the Iſles in Holy Writ ; but though we have ſuch 
Advantages from our Situation, and numberleſs 
other Circumſtances, we ſeem to do all we cah to 
thwart the Deſigns of Providence, and make the 
Ocean that ſurrounds us, and our fine Ports, per- 
fectly uſeleſs, or to ſerve only to impoveriſh us by 
the Miſmanagement of the greateſt Part of our 
Trade, which 1s chiefly taken up in exporting our 
Proviſions. It is evident to common Senſe that 
this is employing our Land, and reducing our 
Merchants to the loweſt Way of Profit they can 
be turnꝰd to; and yet our Gentlemen are as as well 
„ Wl contented and pleas'd with it, as your poor Iriſh 
„ LTenants are with their Dirt, and Rags, and Po- 
of WM tatoes. Who cannot ſee that there is vaſtly more 
d, gained by Agriculture than Paſture to the Nation, 
ol dy Manufactures than Agriculture, and by Mer- 
In chandize than bare unexported Manufactures. Of 
es WW Conſequence, therefore, thoſe Nations who paſture 
vs, moſt, muſt be pooreſt ; next to them, thuſe who 
mn only till the Land, without manufacturing th 
Produce of it; and thoſe muſt be the richeſt wh 
work up, and alſo export, their Manufactucs 
others, And yet our Landlords are as jcalou 
Tillage of all Kinds, as if they thought it . 
Bleſſing of Ireland, as, Iſaiah * ſays, it wou'd |» 
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of Judæa, that their Cattle fed in large Paſtures, 


It is true, butchering our Cattle is, indeed, better 
than butchering one another as we did m 41 and 
88; and yet, methinks, the Difference is not 
very great, when we ſtarve and eat up our People 
by it. We carry out the Food and Victuals from 
our Poor, and bring Home Wine for the Rich; 
we export to our Neighbours, or rather, our 
dangerous Enemies, what they can't help buying, 


and return loaden with their luxurious Superfluities, 


which we do not want; nay, in the Want of 
which we ſhould be bleſt and happy, and which 


we purchaſe at the Expence of the Health of thoſe 
who daily ſurfeit on them, and the very Lives of 


the ſtarving Wretches, whoſe Faſts and Toils en- 


able us to pay for them. Merchants may, poſſi- 
bly, with Juſtice bear Part of the Blame of this 
exceſſive Importation, but *tis thoſe who muſt and 
will have ſuch Things brought for their Conſump- 
tion, who are really in the Fault, and who (above 
all are unpardonable in this, that) if they ſhou'd 
employ our Manufacturers, and buy what they 


work, they wou'd enable them to purchaſe our 


fat Cattle, and eat up our Beef, and ſend the Su- 
perfluities of their Labours, inſtead of their Food, 
tor the Gold and Bullion of other Nations. But 
it is both the Loſs of the Merchant and the poor 
Natives, that there is ſuch a Dearth of publick 


Spirit this Way; for, if there was half the Zeal 


ſhewn, to encourage our poor Trades-folks, that 
there is to ſupport our momentary Diverſions, our 
Ridottos, Muſick-meetings, and Plays, we ſhould 
be a flouriſhing People; and 'till there is ſuch a 
Spirit, we muſt gradually dwindle and decline, 
*till, at laſt, we ſhall have little to export to pay 


for our Wine, &c. but our Rags to Holland for 
| | Paper, 
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Paper, and our People for Slaves to the}/et- Indies. 
But our Complaints muſt not end here; for as 
miſchievous as theſe Exportations are, we do not 
make near the Profit of them which we might, 
by our not managing our Beef, Butter, Sc. with 
the good Faith and Probity of honeſt Men. How 
often have we ſlaughter*d ill conditionꝰd Cattle, as 
well as under-ag'd, in deſpite of our Laws, and 
ſent both them and our Butter ſo ill pickled, ſalted, 
and pack'd, that the very Slaves in the Indies 
wou'd not eat them, and in Caſks as faulty as the 
Victuals that were barrelPd up in them, to the 
Loſs of our Credit, and the Ruin of our Trade. 
While there is Buſineſs in the World the fair 


Dealer will never fail of being employed to his 


Advantage in it; but if the World was ſtarving 
and naked, they would be as unwilling to ſend for 
our Proviſions, or Linens, while we cheat and 
defraud them, as one wou'd be to employ noted 
Thieves to quench the Flames, or remove the 
Goods, when an Houſe is on Fire. Tis true, 
of late Years theſe deteſtable Frauds have been 
generally laid afide, and thereby our Proviſions 
have come in requeſt, and got as mach Reputation 
as our Linen; and, it is to be hop'd, all who de- 
ſerve the Name of Merchants will, for their own 
Sakes, as well as their Country, take the utmoſt 
Care, both as to Quantity and Quality, that what- 


ever they ſend abroad is in the higheſt Perfection 


poſſible. It wou'd ſoon enlarge both the Price 


and the Demand for our Commodities, and double 


our Trade and our Profit, if every one would 
watch over the Goods of all Kinds, which he cx- 
ports to Foreigners, with the ſame Care he wou'd 
tor thoſe he purchaſes for his own Ule, or fell to 
his Friends and Neighbours. This wou'd be 


ſerving 
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ſerving Ireland as well as their own Families, and 
bring in a perpetual Gain that wou'd never be en- 
danger*d by the momentary Profit of little villain- 
ous Cheats and Frauds. We ſee in Holland if a 
Child is ſent to a Shop to buy Goods, he is as 
ſafe from being impoſed on as the moſt experienc'd 
Perſon ; and *tis thoſe honeſt Maxims that have 
enrich*d them, and which only can deliver us from 
that Poverty which 1s too apt to run into Tricks 
and Shifts 'till it ſtarves, like a knaviſh Quack 
for want of a Fool to practiſe his Cheats on. But 
it is to be hop'd there is leſs Danger now from the 
Abuſes we have mention*d than ever. The com- 
mon Senſe and common Intereſt of the Nation 
are united againſt them, and as the Care of our 
Magiſtrates, and the Probity of our Merchants, 
have join*d in rooting out theſe vile Practices, 
we need not fear the Credit and Honour of our 
Country will ever ſuffer by this Return. Let us 
therefore reſt ourſelves ſecure in this Hope, and 
proceed to another ResoLuTIoN equally uſe- 
ful and neceſſary to the Trade of Ireland, viz. 


We reſolve, as Iriſh Merchants, both to di, 
courage untverſally the infamous Method of 
running of Goods, and alſo by carrying on, 
and exporting, ſuch Manufattures as Great- 
Britain has left open to us, to remove all 
8 2 of our rivalling her in the Moollen 
Trade. 


As to the firſt Article, 'tis of the laſt Conſe- 


ſequence to the publick Welfare, which is fo far 
undermin'd, as we defraud it of thoſe Duties which 
are aſſign'd by the Lays for its Defence and Se- 

Curity 3 


* 
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curity 3 and though ſome Merchants may be poor, 
and the Duties, by being ſo high, ſeem to drive 
them to it (and the Law, in ſome Caſes, pardons 
the ſtealing Bread, where the Thief is ſtarving) 
yet this Kind of Theft is a Sort of robbing the 
'State, and plundering our Neighbours, without 
relieving the Criminal. Between the Hazards 
that are run, and the damaging of the Goods 
between the high Wages that are given thoſe who 
aſſiſt and harbour them, and the Bribes for Con- 
cealment; between the low Prices they are often 
forc*d to ſell at, and the high Fines they are liable 
to, and their Loſſes when they are ſeiz'd; *tis 
certain where one Man thrives, five are undone, 
by this wicked Practice. Beſides, we fee in Eng- 
land a Guinea a Day is the common Wages for a 
Smugler, by which Means, *tis with difficulty the 
Farmers on the Sea-coaſts can get in their Harveſts; 
by which Means this infamous running of Goods 
proves a Nurſery both for Idlers and Thieves, as 
well as Rebels againſt the Laws of the Land, and 
the common Rights of the Crown and the Sub- 
- ject, Tis not only a direct Violation of a Sort 
f of publick Contract between every Merchant and 
the Nation, but it is ruinous to the fair Trader, 


—_— 


BEE 2 ma © As. ti. d £3 II. 


, and conſequently deſtructive to that regulated 
p Commerce, which every well govern'd People 
/ eſtabliſh among themſelves, In a Word, it is big 
1 with ſo many Evils, that a wiſe Legiſlature cannot 


be too ſevere in impoſing Penalties on it, nor can 
an honeſt Merchant be too careful in reſolving 
never to deſerve them. As to the ſecond Article, F 
c the rivalling Great-Britain in her Woollen Trade, | FI4 
1 tis as evidently our Intereſt to avoid the leaſt Ap- i} 
a pearance of it as the firſt. Beſides ſeveral other 'þ 
Branches | | 
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Branches, ſhe has left us the Linen and Hempen 
Manufactures, which make us full Amends for 
our Loſs of the other; and, indeed, though · ſhe 
has ſhut up this Encloſure, ſhe has left fo wide a 
Field open to us, that all the Wealth we ſhall 
ever be Maſters of will never overſtock it. There 
is ſtill Trade enough for us in the World abroad, 
and a wide Extent for Improvements at home. 
which may give us Employment for our utmoſt 
Induſtry. Will nothing ſerve us but this forbid- 
den Fruit, when ſo many other Trees in the Gar- 
den are left free to us, where we may range at 
Pleaſure, and cultivate and improve them to the 
fulleſt Advantage, The Truth is, if we calmly 
examine our Complaints on this Buſineſs, we ſhall 
find them equally vain, as they cannot help us, 
and unjuſtifiable, as they are contrary to Reaſon 
and the Nature of Things. As we are, in effect, 
a Colony from England, we muſt naturally be ſo 
far dependent on the Mother Nation as, at leaſt, 
not to hurt or ſupplant thoſe to whom we owe 
every Bleſſing we enjoy. So that not only the 
Laws of the Land, but the Laws of Nature too, 
are againſt us, ſince they, to whom we are 1n- 
debted for our religious and civil Rights, for our 
Defence and Protection in every Danger, have a 
Right to preſcribe to” us in a Point where they 
think their own Proſperity is ſo deeply concern'd. 
We-may complain, if we pleaſe, that ſuch near 
Relations ſhou'd uſe us with ſo little Kindneſs, but 
ſurely the younger Brother 'ought not to grumble 
if the elder has the old Eſtate of the Family, and 
chargeable with all the Debts too, when we have 
a good Portion allow'd us. What ſhould hinder 
us to give our Induſtry another Turn, as well as 
many 


( i6r 


many other Nations in the World, who have no 


Woollen Manufactures among them, and above 


all, when this is, and ever has been, the chief 
Source of the Coldneſs and Jealouſy of England 
to us? They have ſhewn a friendly Readineſs to 
aſſiſt us in other Methods of Manufacture and 
Trade that may be ſerviceable to both Nations; 
and ſurely *tis better to enrich ourſelves by being 
uſeful to them, than beggar ourſelves by hurt- 
ing them. Beſides, at bottom it will ever be 
found, that our Intereſt and theirs are one and 
the ſame, and that hurting them, and. helping 
their Enemies, orRivals of 1 5 | 

is leſſening their Strength to defend, and Ir 
that of our Adverſaries to hurt us. But as 1 
have formerly touch'd on this Subject, I ſhall 
not enlarge further on it, than to ſay, that we 
ſhall never find the Want of this Branch of our 
Manufactures, (eſpecially, if England ſhou'd al- 
low us hereafter ſuch a Share in it as will be to 
her Profit and the Ruin of her Rivals) provided 


we make Uſe of a Number of Advantages which 


we may employ all the Force of our Induſtry 
in. Let us therefore proceed to another ResoLU- 
TION of the greateſt Importance to Ireland, if 
we will but unanimouſly and heartily concur in it, 
namely, 

* 


ir Trade and Power, 
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We Refolve as Iriſh Merchants, to do our ut- 


moſt, if aſſiſted by the Legiſlature, to ad- 
vance the Traded Navigation of Ireland, 
and to confider all poſſible Ways and Me- 


thods to encreaſe our Shipping and Sailors, 
and improve our Manufattures, 


By advancing the Trade, the Friends of Ireland 
can only mean thoſe Branches of it, that enrich 
their Country and not thoſe which impoveriſh it and 
prey on its Vitals. As it is infinitely better to have 
no Trade than a loſing one, ſo thoſe Merchants 
who improve their Subſtance by waſting Impor- 
tations, that conſume the Publick Wealth, are but a 
kind of legal Robbers, who like the Arabs among 
the Turks, pay Taxes to the Government' for a 
Liberty to live under it by Plunder, They only 
can be ſaid to Advance our Trade, who encreaſe 
the Exports of the Kingdom, the Produce of its 
Fields, and the Labours of its Manufactures, but 
as to Others, they do not deſerve the Name of 
Merchants. Next to theſe they advance our Trade 
moſt, who re-export our Foreign Importations to 
thoſe Countries, who want them, and thereby gain 
all the Profit of the Freight and other Charges 
clear to our People. One great Expedient to 
aſſiſt us herein will be to Trade leſs by Commiſſion 
and more on our own bottom; for as great Part of 
our Lands belong to Abſentees, ſo does a large 
ſhare of our Tradealſo, by which means the Pro- 
fit is much leſſen'd to the Nation. It would allo 
be a great help to leſſen the dead weight of our 
Importations, if we took care to bring in thoſe we 

cant want, as Coals, Grain, Sc. with our own 


Shipping 
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Shipping and Hands and ſo far ſave the Carriage, 


which other ways will ever be a great Enhance- 


ment of our Charge. Much more would it ad- 
vance our Trade, if in Time, we cou'd become 
not only Carriers for our ſelves, but other Countries 
alſo; and above all if we cou'd ſucceed the Engliſh 
in the more laborious Trade to the North, which 
they have forſaken for the warm Suns and fair 
Weather, and the more luxurious Trade of the 
South. But nothing will affiſt our Merchants more 
herein than reducing our Intereſt (by ſlow Degrees 
at leaſt) to the Dutch or Engliſ Standard. Mr. 
Fortray, Sir Thomas Culpeper, Joſiab Child, and 
ſeveral others in England, and Mr. Dobbs in our 
own Country, have prov'd this ſo fully that it is 


Nation as ours is with high Intereſt on them, when 
they happen to be Rivals in Trade with a rich 
one, who pay only a low Intereſt for all the 

Traffick in, have the ſame Diſadvantage that the 
weakeſt Horſe has in a Race, when he is oblig'd 
to carry the greateſt weight, and therefore muſt 
conſtantly be diſtanc'd and beaten, By this Ac- 
count we mult reſign all Trade, where the Mer- 
chant can make but 8 l. or 9 I. per Cent. for his 
Maney (as quite unprofitable under 6 J. per Cent. 
Intereſt) to thoſe who pay only three or four 1. per 
Cent. for their Money, which Branches of Trade, 
if our Intereſt was reduc'd to a Par, or near a Par, 
with other Nations, we might come in for a ſhare 
of, As low Intereſt would enable Merchants to 
ſell for leſs Profit, and yet trade with more gain, ſo 
it muſt neceſſarily encreaſe their Number, and that 
of all induſtrious Traders and Tradeſmen ; it will 
lighten their Charges of all Kinds in Wages as well 
as Wares, they might pay more for their Goods 


a 2 here, 


needleſs to enlarge upon it in this Place. A poor 
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here, and yet ſell 4-4 5 abroad, and in ſpite of 


the Proverb, live well on the Loſs. Low Intereſt 
would force great Sums into Trade, which other. 
wiſe would not maintain Men by the bare Intereſt, 
and as it would raiſe the Purchaſe of Lands, it 
would force People rather to improve than to buy 
them, and thus enlarge their Produce, and thence 
make Proviſions plentier, and therefore cheaper, 
Had I room for it, theſe Hints, and many others, 
would deſerve to be enlarg'd on, but I haſten to 


mention another Means to advance Trade and Na- 


vigation, and that is by encreaſing the Number of 
light Houſes on all Places of our Coafts, where 
they are moſt wanted, They are of ſuch Service 
to the poor deſpairing Mariner in dark tempeſtu- 
ous Nights, and ſo great a Number of Ships have 
been preſerv'd by their means from abſolute De- 
ſtruction, and are ſo frequently a Safe-guard to the 
Lives and Fortunes of the uſefuleſt Members of the 


Common- wealth, that we can never be too laviſh in 


Expences to provide our Coaſts ſufficiently with 
them. 

There is another particular, which might be ap- 
plied under due Regulations to the ſame good End, 
if ever we could Hope to ſee it allowed us, and 
that is the eſtabliſhing ſeveral free Ports in the 
Kingdom. But as I know there are ſome Ob- 
ſtructions to them which are not eaſily got over, I 
ſhall not dwell on them any further, than to ob- 
ſerve that I have found this Expedient mention'd 


by Sir William Temple, in his Eflay on our Trade, 


end alſo by one of our Parliaments, I think under 
one of the Harry's) inthe Preamble of an Act re- 
lating to the Cuſtoms, and therefore I thought it 
highly proper not to omit giving that hint to the 
Reader, e 

Light 
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Light Cuſtoms alſo on our Exports and moſt 
neceſſary and uſeful Imports, and heavy ones on 
thoſe that ſerve to Vanity and Luxury, would 
equally encreaſe our Wealth and extend our Navi- 
gation, and if we had ſevere Laws againſt all 
Cheats and Frauds in whatever relates to the quan- 
tity and quality of our Exports, and indeed, in all 


matters of Trade, it would conduce greatly to the 
ſame End. 


Laſtly, if Foreign Merchants were invited over - 


and encourag'd to ſettle here, by proper Privileges 


and Favours, and if the Merchants of our own Na- 


tion, were more reſpected and regarded by all 
ranks and degrees of Men; if only Merchants 
were choſen for the Repreſentatives of our chief 
Sea-Ports and Trading Cities, and two or three 
of the moſt Eminent in the Kingdom, as Sir 
William Temple adviſes, were ſo far diſtinguiſh'd 
as to be conſtant Members of the Privy Council, it 
would produce conſiderable Effects this way, And 
indeed it is odd to conſider how our Anceſtors 
were often enricht and enobled for butchering and 
deſtroying their fellow Subjects, while thoſe who 
ventur'd their Lives and Fortunes in the nobleſt 
Manner, for the Happineſs and Wellfare of their 
Country by Traffick, were ſlighted and diſregarded 
as ſo many Mechanicks, We fee in 7taly and 
Holland, where Merchandize is held highly honou- 
rable, it ſpreads and enlarges to a ſurprizing De- 
gree, ſo that even the nobleſt Families in the firſt, 
and thoſe who are at the Head of Affairs in the 
other, are ſo far from being aſham'd of the Profel- 
ſton, that they continue it thro? the courſe of their 
Lives, and leave their Buſineſs and their Effects in 
Trade to their Sons, as we do our Eſtates, fo that 
with them Merchants beget Merchants as regular- 


ly 
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ly as they do in China. By this means and the 
force of low Intereſt, they never retire from Buſi- 
nefs, to buy Lands and turn Country Gentlemen, as 
we do, but die with their Ware-houſes full, and 
their Ships loaden, and breed up ev'n their Wives 
and Daughters to underſtand Accountsand Figures, 
and thereby make them as able to manage their 
Affairs, and keep up all their foreign Correſpon- 
dence as themſelves, of which we ſee few Exam- 
ples among our People. 

If by ſuch Methods, Merchants would endea- 
vour to extend our Trade and Navigation, they 
would ſoon encreaſe our Shiping and Sailors, as 
naturally as War Officers do Soldiers. It were to 
be wiſht indeed, we had a Law to encourage our 
Natives to betake themſelves more.to the Sea, and 
that we had publick Schools to teach them the 
Art of Navigation gratis, which would do the 
Nation more Service than all the boarding, dance- 
ing and puſhing Schools (to ſay nothing of ſome of 
our Sine-cure Free-Schools) in it. I find Harry 
the VIIIth. and Queen Elizabeth, and even James 
the Iſt. allow'd a Premium of 5 l. per Tun for all 
Ships built in England of above 100 Tun bur- 
then; but in the Act of the Popiſb Iriſh Parlia- 
ment in 1689, that matter was carried much far- 
ther in this Kingdom. That Law allow'd one 
eighth Part of all Duties and Cuſtoms for the three 
firſt Voyages to every Jriſþ built Ship, that was 
above 25, and under 100 Tun, and the ſame Privi- 
lege for the firſt Four Voyages to every Ship built 
here, that exceeded that Burthen. Nay, by that 
Act, all Ship-wrights, Mariners, Rope-makers, 
and Block-makers, &&c, ſettling here, were freed 
from all Ceſſes, Taxes, Watch and Ward and 


quartering of Soldiers, and were declar*d free , 
a 


cheap 
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all Corporations where they reſided. How far 
theſe Encourage ments, or ſuch like, may be proper 
now, our Legiſlature are the beſt Judges, and to 
them we will leave them, and conſider how our 
Merchants, under proper Advantages and Favour 
from the Government, may be able to improve our 
Manufacturcs. | 

And in the firſt Place then, as with a little Care 
in our Agriculture, we could feed our People 
cheaper than any Part of the Earth except the Eaſt 
Indies, ſo it our Merchants could once be prevaiPd 
on by due Encouragements to build Granaries, 
(as we hinted formerly) they would contribute 
preatly to the Improvement of our Manufactures, 
by keeping the Market at one fixt, uſual Price, in- 
ſtead of fluctuating every Seaſon between Dearths 
and Abundance, But beſides this they might by 
ktling different Branches of our Linen Buſineſs, 
in particular Towns and Diſtricts, contribute as 
much to its improvement (as thoſe incomparable 


Papers the Queriſt obſerve) as the Engliſh have 
done their Woolen : And certainly, from the ſame 


Reaſon that one Nation excels in this or other 1} 
kind of Manufacture, namely by applying its chief lh. 
BI Induſtry that way, a particular Town may arrive TEN 
. ry V. 4 P * WM 
. n the higheſt Perfection of any ſingle Branch of "ui 
» i. We may make the ſame Obſervation as to our 1 
5 Silks alſo, either for our home Conſumption, or I 
hn poſſibly in Time to ſend abroad to our Neighbours, = | 19 
. © leaſt as to our thread Sattins, and ſuch Damasks FA 
ou and Silks as we mix with Cotten, or Linen Yarn, 111 
8 which our Merchants might greatly improve by 118 
g. Ptocur ing the neweſt and fineſt Patterns from France | 
d ud Holland, till we get a little more ſkill in de- 11 
lgning and drawing beautiful Paterns in our own _ 
| 


Country, 
In 
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In the next Place our Merchants might greatly 
advance our Hempen Manufactures, efpecially our 
Sail Cloths, for the uſe not only of theBritifþ Navy, 
but the general Conſumption, in time, of the Ship- 
ing of the three Kingdoms. This would be an 
incredible Advantage to us, as it might employ 
many Thouſand of Hands and Looms in Munſter 
and Connaught, and by that means make them as 
Induſtrious, and conſequently, in time, as populous 
as the North, and leſſen their Fondneſs fr Wool 


and Paſture, They might alſo introduce that ex- 


cellent Dutch Cuſtom of Schools for breeding up 
the weakly and lefs robuſt Boys (who are apteſt to 
turn idle and Thieves) to Spin, and particularly 
that kind of Yarn which is uſed in Cambricks, and 
alſo breed them as the Dutch do, to be good 
Weavers in half the time we do, by which means 
we might ſoon be able to work up the whole of our 
Yarn (without exporting ſuch vaſt Quantities of it 
un- manufactur'd) into Cloth, without any Danger 
of over-ſtocking the Market. 

Our Merchants might alſo be very ſerviceable to 
us, in teaching us {ro improve our Manufactures, if 
in their Voyages to and Journies in foreign Parts, 
they would carefully pry into the little Arts and 
Myſteries of thoſe of our Rivals there, and ſee by 
what Methods and Managements it is that they 
arrive at the Perfection theirs are brought to. They 
ſhould make it their main Buſineſs either to bring 
over ſeveral of the Manufactures themſelves, or at 
leaſt to learn ev*ry Circumſtance of the manner how 
they are wrought by them, and where the Obſtruc- 
tion and Defect lies, that prevents ours from excel- 

ling, or at leaſt equaling theirs, and ſet down their 
Obſervations in writing, and make their Enquiries 


as cautiouſly and regularly, as they keep their Ac- 
| | counts, 


„ DD 
counts. They ſhould take the ſame Care as to 
any Manufacture we are as yet unpractiſed in, 
which they conceive we might ſet up in this King- 
dom with Succeſs, and by this means the Know- 
ledge and Experience they would bring back to us 
would make us ſome amends for the waſtful Impor- 
tations they often deſtroy us by. I have ſometimes 
thought had we Funds or Spirits to ſet about ſuch 
an Affair, we would do well to ſend a ſenſible 
Merchant Annually to Travel at our Expence 
barely, to bring home the beſt Obſervations. he 
could pick up in France, Holland, England, Ameri- 
ca, Sc. and that many great Advantages might 
attend it : But-alas! we are poor and our Poverty 
(which is worſt of all) makes us cautious, and 
ſleepy and dull, Yet certainly we might make 
this good ufe of thoſe Merchants, who go abroad 
on their own Accounts, and in time, if this Me- 
thod were recommended to them and properly pur- 
ſued by them, we ſhould gain many lights and 
Helps we want now. | | 
We might alſo by their Help in time regain the 
Trade for our Linens with our old. Friends and 
Allies the Spaniards, who are fond of our People, 
eſpecially if they once find us ſtrictly punctual as 
to the exact breadth, length, fineneſs and white- 
neſs of our Cloths, and the faithful lapping of them 
without any Frauds or Impoſitions of any kind. 

I ſhall mention but ne Particular more of a 
different Nature, which our Merchants may con- 
tribute greatly to the Improvement of, and that is, 
our brewing in the beſt Perfection poſſible, the 
fineſt and ſtrongeſt Mum, Ale, and Beer. If once 
we could come to rival Brunſwick, Briſtol, and 
Wales, in the ſtrength and beauty of thoſe Liquors 

| SD. 858 which 


We will endeavour as Iriſh Merchants, if 


and Buildings as the greateſt Office of that ſort in 
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which are in ſo much requeſt abroad, we might 
ſave what, to our Shame, we import from them, 
and by their help once we get Coals of our own, 
to boil them with, export great Quantities of 
them at reaſonable Rates to other Nations, to 
the great encreaſe of his Majeſty's Cuſtoms and 
the full Encouragement of our Husband-Men. 

But as our Merchants may be ſtill further uſeful 
to us, we will lay down another ResoLuT rox of 
the higheſt Conſequence to us and them, viz. 


ſupported and aſſiſted by the Legiſlature, to 
form ſuch Societies, and ſet up ſuch Offices 
and introduce ſuch New Manufactures and 


Methods of Bufineſs, as may both direct, 
help and enlarge our Foreign Trade, and 


alſo enliven our In- Land Commerce at 
Home. 


And firſt then we will begin with a publick Of- 
fice of Inſurance of our Houſes and Ships to be 
eſtabliſh'd in Dubliu, on the ſanie Foot and with 
as ſufficient Securities for our narrow Trade and 


London. Every one whq, knows any thing of the 
Uſe and Advantages of ¶Mluring Ships and Houſes, 
and the great Sums itdrains from us (to ſay nothing 
of the Law-ſuits it often coſts us) will wiſh to have 
ſome Share of that Expence confin'd to our ſelves; 
and as proper Ways and Means may be eaſily laid 
out for ſuch a Fund and Undertaking, it is to be 
hop'd, we ſhall not long have this heavy draw 
8 
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back entaiPd on our Traffick and Buildings, paid 
to any other Inſurance but our o]. 

A Society or board of Trade wou'd be another 
very uſeful Engine, which they may employ for our 
benefit which might be ſettled in Dublin, and have 
ſeveral ſubordinate Societies in our chief trading 
Towns and Sea Ports, which ſhou'd correſpond 
regularly with it, in the ſame Manner as thoſe of 
France do with the Council of Trade at Paris. By 
theſe Societies, meaſures ſhou'd be jointly concert- 
ed for the removing all Difficulties and Obltruc- 
tions in our Commerce, to adviſe and direct our 


Meaſures therein, and where they ſtood in need 


of remedies to propoſe proper ones to Parliament, 
and guard againſt ill ones, where otherwiſe the 
Cure may be worſe than the Diſeaſe. Such a Board 
was actually ſet up here in 1664, in the old Duke 
of Ormonde's time, and was of great ſervice to us, 
and the Benefits Great-Britain "has receiv*d from 
that eſtabliſh*d at London, is a ſufficient Argument, 
to make us with for the ſame Methods to be ſet- 
led here, | 
There is another Important Point, in which, if 
all our Merchants wou'd unanimouſly join and 
petition the Parliament, to addreſs the King for 
it, we ſhou'd probably fucceed, and that is the e- 
ſtabliſning a Mint in Jreland. The requeſt wou'd 
appear fo reaſonable, it is very unlikely it wou'd 
miſcarry, for it is certain all civiliz'd Nations uſe 
no other Money but What they Coin themſelves, 
and regard all Foreign Money only as Bullion, lo 
that not t only every Kingdom in Europe; but even 
every free State and City i in Germany, and what 
is more, ſeveral dependent Provinces and Govern- 
ments abroad, (as Naples and Scicily when under 
Syain) have been allowed this Privilege, We {ce 
B b 3 Scotland 
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Scotland had one before the Union, and to fay no- 


thing of the Je of Man, (which we cannot name 
on this Subject without bluſhing) even ſeveral of 
our 7ri/h Biſhops in the Days of Popery, and many 
of our Cities and Corporations before Queen Eli- 
zabeth's Days, were allowed to Coin Money 
here. *Tis therefore improbable it can be refuſed 
to the whole Nation now, if it be once properly 
Addreſt for, ſince it cannot hurt Great Britain, 
and muſt be of Advantage to the Crown as well 
as the Kingdom. It is plain the want of it pro- 
duces many Grievances here, and Stagnates our 
Affairs and Buſineſs to a great Degree; and is 
the great Source that occaſions the Perpetual Fluc- 
tuation of the Value of the little Money we have; 
and by the keeping it Arbitrary and undetermin'd, 
makes it of leſs Uſe and Service to us. Since 
it 1s impoſſible to think of reducing the Value 
of our Coin in Ireland to that of England, or at 
leaſt for a great many Years; (for to be ſure if 
we cou'd do that we ſhould not want a Mint) we 
have no other ſafe and effectual Method to relieve 
us but a Mint. This wou'd regulate all the wild 
Diſcord of our Foreign Coins, and blend them in- 
to a Regular Proportion'd Maſs for the Service 
of the Publick, and wou'd be of great Advan- 
tage ſeveral other ways, if I could dwell on them, 
to our Nation and its Trade. We ſhould only 


pay for the Manufacture t6 our own People, and 


if we were allow'd merely to Coin Shillings, 
Six-pences, and Three-pences, we ſhou'd find our 
Account in it, by keeping thoſe at leaſt at Home 
for the Uſe of our People, and eſpecially if, with- 
out diminiſhing the pure Silver in thoſe ſmaller 
Coin, we increaſt the Allay and their ſize and 


hardneſs, as the Dutch and the Danes, &c. 5 
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For at preſent by conſtant Uſe they wear ſo faſt 
and ſo thin, that (beſides their want of Value) 


in time they will be in danger of being blown 
away with the Wind. 

The Court Merchants of Holland as they are 
deſcrib'd by Mr. Roberts Mr. Nun, Sir Joſiah Child, 
and Mr. Dobbs, wou'd be another Excellent Soci- 
ety, to remove de Exceſſive Burthen of Law- 
Suits, in Matters of Trade, which are finally and 


ſummarily determin'd there, by a dozen of Emi- 


nent Merchants, annually choſen and elected a- 
mong themſelves. This Method cuts off all the 
Expence and Chicanry of Law, and the Vexation 
from litigious or knaviſh Men, and has been 
found by long Experience there, of ſuch great 
Service, that we can never be too zealous for ob- 
taining and ſettling it here. They are veſted there 
with as abſolute a Power as our Lord Chancel- 
lors, and tho* Appeals are allowed from them 
to the Judges, it is under a Penalty of treble Coſts, 
in Caſe the Appellant has Sentence paſt againſt 
him a ſecond Time. 


The Dublin Society when incorporated by a | 


Charter, and ſtrengthened by Subſcriptions or ra- 
ther a Fund from the Parliament, may alſo be 
made ſubſervient to many great and Uſeful Pur- 
poſes of our Merchants and Trade, as well as our 
Huſbandry, and may further our Commerce both 
at Home and a Broad. As its Members are con- 
ſiderable for their Numbers, Fortunes, and Un- 
derſtandings, their Advices mutt naturally have 
great Weight in the Nation, and (beſides other 
Points) if they wou'd once enter on the Subject 
of our Trade, it might have very happy Conſe- 
quences. They might thus by publiſhing their 
weekly Papers at half the uſual Price, and print- 

ing 
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ing them by Volumes at a much lower Rate, diſ- 
perſe many thouſands of them thro* the'Body of 
the People, as well as our Gentry, to our Mer- 
chants great Advantage, ſo that no Article in 
which our Country and Trade are intruſted, might 
be left unexplain'd, or unimprov'd, to the Infor- 
mation and Encouragement of all among us. 
But the laſt Expedient of this Nature which I 
ſhall hint is, that which above all others our Mer- 
chants might make Uſe of to the Proſperity of 
Trade, and the Happineſs of this Kingdom, if 
once it were Eſtabliſh'd by Law, I mean a well 
regulated National Bank, as propos'd by thoſe 
excellent Papers the Queriſt. 

The Novelty of this moſt uſeful Propoſal, (tho 
it is as old as Mr. Potter's Propoſal, and Mr. 
Hartlib's * Legacy; and Sir William Petty's + wri- 
tings, to ſay nothing of Mr. Lamb's, and Capt. 
Zarrington's, which is ſo near a Kin to theirs) may 
poſſibly ſtartle unexperienc'd People; but beſides 
this, as it is alſo to be fear'd, many others from 
private Views and Interefts, may infuſe jea- 
louſies againſt it, I will therefore ſet down ſe- 
veral reaſons here, why every Merchant, nay every 
Man who wiſhes well to Jreland, muſt neceſſa- 
rily deſire its Eſtabliſhment, as the beſt and fafeſt 
Remedy for all our Ailments, 

And 1ſt, then every Friend of our Country 
muſt wiſh for it, becaufe ſuch a National Bank, 
modePd by the Wiſdom of our Legiflature, and 
ſecur'd by the Publick Faith, muſt have as 
ſure and as extenſive a Credit, and as firm a 
Foundation, as any other Bank now in the World, 
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2dly, Becauſe as we ſee the wonderful Effects 
that the National Banks of Venice, Hamburgb, 
and Amſterdam, (and let us tho? it is on a different 
Foot, join the Bank of New England with them) 
have on their Trade, ſo we ought to aſſiſt our 
Country by ſuch Ways and Means, as we ſee 
have ſo greatly enricht them. gdly, Becauſe 
not only our People and Merchants have ever 
wiſht for one, but our Houſe of Commons in 
1720. Unanimouſly voted that a Bank on a ſolid 
Foundation, and under proper Regulations may 
be of Advantage to this Kingdom and tho? the Bill 
for a Bank of à very different Nature, from this, 
was aftetwards thrown out of the Houſe, yet it 
was only from Gentlemen diſliking the Founda- 


tions and Regulations then propoſed, and their 


fears of the engroſſing Power, and Intereſt of the 
Directors, none of which Ojections can be againſt 
the National Bank of the propoſed Model. 4hly, 
Beoauſe we can ſecure all the good Conſequences, 
that muſt neceſſarily attend ſuch a Bank, and 
effectually guard our ourſelves both when it is 
made, and every Subſequent Seſſions by new Acts, 
againſt every poſſible ill one, which may be fear'd 


from it. 5zhly, Becauſe it is utterly impoſſible 


for us and our Merchants to Subſiſt without 
Banks, nor with private Banks without perpetual 
Danger to the Subject's property and the Publick 
Welfare, we may by a National one have all their 


Convenience without any even the ſmalleſt Haz- 


ard ; liable to no runs from the Security of its 

Foundation, and Obnoxious to no Miſmanage- 

ments by the care of our Legiſlature and the Di- 

rectors they appoint, by Balloting to inſpect and 

Manage it. 6:hly, Becauſe it will in effect double 

our Specie, and thereby conſiderably ſink the — 
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tereſt of Money, and Conſequently raiſe the Va- 
lue and Purchaſe of Lands, encreaſe their produce 
by Improvement, .and thereby Multiply our Pro- 
viſions without enhancing their Price, and at the 


ſame time put our Merchants and Traders, on 


an equal Foot with any other Nation. y7thly, Be- 
cauſe tho? it will thus effectually aſſiſt our Trade 
and Traders, it will be without the leaſt interfer- 
ing with thoſe of Great Britain, who gain confi- 
derably by our Manufactures, and receive and 
ever will receive all the Redundancy of our 
Wealth in Ireland. Sthly, Becauſe it will not 
only double our Money, but alſo treble our Indu- 
ſtry (the ſole Foundation of National Wealth) by 
enlarging our Buſineſs, and cauſe ſuch a quick Cir- 
culation of our Caſh, or, which is the ſame thing 
of its Notes, as will make it equivalent to four 
times our preſent Specie. thy, Becauſe as for 
want of Credit much of the little Money we have 
{till lies dead, and for want of ſufficient Trade, 
leſs comes into the Nation, ſuch a Bank, will fo 
enliven the one and enlarge the other, as will put 
every Wheel in Motion, and every Hand at 
Work, and ſo encreaſe our Manufactures, as to 
turn the Ballance of Trade entirely in our Favour, 
10th, Becauſe we want ready Money and ſuch a 
Method of ſupplying Credit, more than any 
other Nation in the World, and are in perpe- 
tual Danger of loſing what we have, if any ſuch 
Accident ſhou'd attend our Bankers, as of late 


Years we have fo terribly felt and ſeen. 1100, 


Becauſe the Notes of ſuch a Bank, (never minted 
but by order of Parliament) founded on, and 
fenc'd in by our Laws with proper Funds, and 
the whole weight of our National Credit for its 
Support, muſt have Infinite* Circulation e 
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thoſe of private Banks, as_not liable to Frauds 
or Breaking, and have a} Advantages over Coin, 
as more portable, transferrable, leſs liable to Theft 
or Loſs, and eaſier recover'd as being enter'd in 
the Books of the Bank, and Payment can be ſtopt 
on due Notice. 125, Becauſe as the Notes of 


this or indeed any Bank, (as a Bank) never are or 


can be a cauſe of leſſening our Specie, which is 
occaſioned entirely by the Ballance of Trade be- 


ing againſt us, ſo we ſhall both preſerve every 


Shilling we now have and perpetually encreaſe 
our ready Caſh, in Proportion as the Credit of 
our Bank, enlarges our Manufactures and Expor- 
tations of all kinds. 1315, Becauſe we may thus 
with the greateſt eaſe pay off our National Debt. 
and ſave our Intereſt, and at the ſame time, thoſe 
of private Families can be eaſier relieved by bor- 
rowing Money at a low Rate at the Bank, and 
diſcharging it as they find convenient, by ſmall 
ſeperate Payments, than they can now when they 
muſt pay their Principal at once and an heavy In- 
tereſt beſides. 14th, Becauſe all the vile Arts of 
Stock-jobbing will carefully be prevented by pro- 
per Limitations, and all the Inconveniences at- 
tending other Banks, (as iſſuing too many Notes, 
engroſſing Monopolies, and enriching private 
Men at the expence of the Publick) will effectu- 
ally be fenc'd againſt. 15th, Becauſe our Natio- 
nal Bank is not in its Management to be Secret 
and Miſterious, to conceal private Loans, or a 
clandeſtine Traffick, with other Men's Money, 
but is to be open to conſtant, and regular Exa- 
minations, and attended by proper Managers and 
Clerks, whoſe Characters and Security are to be 
equally unqueſtionable. 16th, Becauſe as the 
Parliament is to make good every Deficiency, 

0 any 
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any Fund will therefore be ſufficient to anſwer the 
Demands made on, or Credit given to it by others, 
and Conſequently a proper one may eaſily be raiſ- 
ed for it without burthemng the Nation. 17th, 
Becauſe a very uſefull adequate Fund may be ſettl- 
ed for it by a Tax on the Follies of our Dreſs 
Equipage and Furniture, and the Madpeſs of our 
Luxury, -and we ſhall therefore encreaſe our 
Wealth by leſſening our Extravagancies, as well 
as enlarging our Trade. 18, Laſtly, becauſe 
as there can be no ſhares, Trade or dividends in it, 
all its Profits are ſolely to redound to the Publick, 
and a large ſhare of theſe Profits will be employ- 
ed in ſetting up ſuch kinds of Manufactures, as 
we want and can hardly hope to ſee ſettled here 
without ſome ſuch publick Aſſiſtance, and En- 
couragement to eſtabliſh them. 

And thus having diſpatcht this Subject, tho? in 
a manner infinitely Inferior to the greatneſs of the 
Deſign and the Honour due to its Author, I ſhall 
now proceed to ſuch new Manufactures or Methods, 
as our Merchants may employ, to.the enlarging our 
foreign Trade. 

And the firſt I ſhall touch on, is that of our 
Tapeſtry, which we have already begun with fo 
much ſucceſs and Honour to thoſe who have un- 
dertaken it; and certainly if our Nobility and 
Gentry, wou'd be ſo juſt to their Country, as to 
encourage the Managers of it, by adorning their 
Houſes with this beautiful Ornament of our Tris 
Looms, we ſhould fee a ſurprizing Progress 

made in it ina few Years, We might then bring 
it to that heigth as not only to beautify our own 
Dwellings with it, but by the Aſſiſtance of our 


Merchants, to bring over ſuch good Deſigners 


and Artiſts, from Abroad as might enable us to 
| Work 
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Work enough of it, for their Exportation to our 
Neighbours in Great Britain, who pay ſo largely 
for it to Foreigners. PS1i110) ue 

But beſides theſe, there is another kind of 
Hangings they might ſet up here, which, as well 
as our Screenes, is extremely beautiful and laſting, 
Imean that of gilt Leather. This is much cheap- 
er, and yet very little Inferior to the other, and is 
a Manufacture ſo eaſily underſtood, and may be 
ſo ſoon brought to Perfection, that probably with 
ſome reaſonable Encouragements, we might in a 
little time ſee this made a gainful Branch of our 
Exportations; if our Merchants wou'd heartily 
fall into it. And now we have mention'd the 
Article of Leather, let us obſerve here that our 
Glove Trade might become much more conſider- 
able than we have made it, by our Indolence, or 
Poverty, or both together. Our Workmen are 
allow'd by all to make them up in a neater man- 
ner and of a finer ſort of-Skins, than moſt of our 
Neigbours and inſtead of exporting the Skins, 
with due care we might ſend Abroad tenfold the 
Quantity of Gloves we do both to Europe, and 
the Weſt- Indies. We may ſay the ſame of our 
Shoes, Boots, and Buckſkin Breeches, all which 
we make to great Perfection, and yet have little 
benefit from them, but what we get at Home, tho 
beyond queſtion by due Management and Indu- 
ſtry, we might make every one of theſe turn to 
good Account to the Nation. | 4 

The next Article I ſhall mention is that of low- 43 
er'd Carpets, which we have of late attempted 


* 


and carried to an unexpected Heiglith already; Vi 
and realy if we go on to improve and cultivate $i! 
them as we have done, *tis to be hop'd our Neigh- |; 
bours in Great Britain, will cover their Floors le 
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with them, as commonly as they do their Beds 
with {rifþ Linen, and thereby keep our Wool 
from the Looms of Holland and Frans for our 
own Workmen here. 

Paper is another Manufacture that we might 
eaſily nurſe up here, not only to the ſaving us 1 
veral Thouſand Pounds every Year, which we 
ſend to Holland for it, but if our Merchants wou'd 
heartily engage in it, we might make enough of 
it for the Market in England. There is a Prodi- 
glous quantity imported there, both from Holland, 
and 1ta/y, which we might be very welcome to 
come in for a ſhare of, if we did not carry it on 
wich ſuch narrow Funds, and weak Hands as we 
do. But as our Parliament has lately generouſly 
aſſiſted Mr. Slalor in the Infancy of this Manu- 
facture here, 'tis to be hop'd he will deſerve fur- 
ther Encouragement hereafter, by making great- 
er Improvements tham ever, In the mean time 
as our Book ſellers and Stationers are now furniſht 
with Jriſb Paper, it is to be hoped all our Gen- 
tlemen as well as our Clerks and Offices, will 
give their aſſiſtance to this uſefull undertaking, by 
calling tor and uſing no other. 

Our Earthen Ware is another Article, which 
coſts the Nation near 5000 J. per Aun. and which 
we have feverai times made very promiſſing At- 
tempts in, both at Arkow, and near Dublin, &c. 
but alas! for want of Encouragement from the 
Paublick, and thoſe Premiums which are employ- 
ed by all wiſe States, to nurſe up their Infant Ma- 
nufactures they have not had the Succeſs they de- 
lerv*d, at the fame time it is moſt certain that 4 
fmall annual Allowance, wou'd have ſecur'd the 

flouriſhing and Eſtabliſhment of that Buſinels 


among us, with which trifling expence for : . few 
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Years we had fay'd the Nation 37000 l. Ann. 
for ever, and enabled her i in Time to have ex- 
ported a good Quantity to our Neighbours. This 
Manufacture has of late been ſet up again here, 
and as every Iriſoman is in Honour and Intereſt 
oblig'd to ſuppart it, tis to be hop'd it will be able 
to ſtand its Ground, and, in Time, deſerve the 
Encouragement and Aſſiſtance of our Legiſla- 
ture. 

Fine Threads, Lace, and Cambricks are Ma- 
nufactures which coſt us great Sums every Year to 
Foreigners, and which, it proper Funds could be 


aſſign'd them, we might improve, and work 


enough of to ſend abroad to our great Advantage. 
But the Truth is, the miſerable Pittance allowed 
our Truſtees, as we formerly obſerv'd, is ſo diſ- 

roportion'd to any extenſive Deſign of this Na- 
ture, that 'till that is enlarg'd, we muſt be con- 
tent, as the Proverb ſays, To creep where we can- 
not go, to the infinite Loſs of the Kingdom, Had 
they Aſſignments equal to the Province they have 
undertaken, and the Care and Honeſty with 
which they have manag' d it, we might hope for 
their bringing over the beſt Artiſts from Holland 
and Hlanders, and making vaſt Improvements in 


| theſe and many other Things; but, in the mean 


Time, in this pinching Winter of our Trade, for 
Want of a little Honey to feed the Hive, thou- 
fands of our induſtrious Bees are ſtarv'd, who 
wou'd otherwiſe make us large Returns for our 
Bounty, 

Our Mines are another great Improvement, 
which we alſo neglect for Want of proper Laws 
and Encouragements to work them, and which 
our Merchants might manage to the great Ad- 
vancement of our Trade, if our Legiſlature 3 

aſſi 
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aſſiſt them in it; and, indeed, their Aſſiſtance is 
not only neceſſary for enabling and encouraging 
us to open and work up ſuch Mines as ſhal] here- 
after be diſcovered, but alſo to oblige thoſe to 
work them, or forfeit their Bargains, who have 
already taken Leaſes of many of our Mines, and 
for their own Ends and Deſigns pay a dead Rent 
for them, to keep them uſeleſs to us, though not 


to themſelves and their private Intereſt, This is 


all I ſhall fay on this particular Affair, and as to 


our Mines in general, Mr. Dobbs has ſpoke fo 


well and ſo fully on the Subject, that I ſhall con- 
tent my ſelf with juſt hinting it to the Reader, 
and only touch on one Branch of them, our 
Collieries. 4 $5333 | 

If the generous Aſſiſtance, which the Parliament 
hath given Mr. Boyd for the making an Harbour 
to ſerve the Colliers of Ballycaſtle, has the deſign'd 
Effect, as I hope it will, and the Canal from 
Lough-neagh to Newry be once finiſh*d, we ſhall 


probably find extraordinary Advantages from 


them. But we ſhould not content ourſelves with 
the Benefit of bringing our own Coals to Dublin, 
but our Merchants might eaſily, and with good 
Profit, raiſe a Fund there for laying in a great 
Stock of them, when they are cheap, to- furniſh 
the Poor with at a low Rate, and in ſmall Quan- 
tities, in Winter, allowing none above one Barrel 
at a Time. This wou'd be of great Service to 
enable the Manufacturers to work cheap, and pre- 
vent thoſe Extortions they us'd to groan under on 
this Account. We have ſome Reaſon to hope, 
that the Coal-pits, not many Miles from the River 
Barrom, might, with ſome moderate Expence be 
carried down that River to Vaterford, and come 
very cheap to Dublin; and in ſuch Caſe we might 


in 


( 191 ) 

in Time, not only furniſh ourſelves with our own 
Coals, but even export them to Holland at high 
Prices, eſpecially when their Turf fails them, as 
it muſt in ſome Years. But, at leaſt, we may 
have Iriſh, and by that Means, Engliſh Coals (if 
we want them) alſo, fo reaſonable, that we may 
certainly ſet up Salt-pans and Works at much 
lower Charges than we.formerly could, and lefſen 
the prodigious Sums we pay for that Commodity 
every Year, We may make the ſame Uſe of the 
low Rates of our Coals in ſetting up Glaſs-houſes, 
and thereby fink that large Branch of our Impor- 
tations for Bottles, drinking Glaſſes, Phials, &c. 
immediately, and for Window-Coach and Look- 
ing Glaſſes alſo in proceſs of Time, not only for 
our own Conſumption, but, poſſibly, for our 
Neighbours. It is therefore highly incumbent on 
us to puſh forward the Perfection of the Canal of 
Lough-neagh, and the Harbour of Ballycaſtle, as 
two Deligns of the greateſt Importance to this 
Kingdom, and which, under due Management. 
and the generous Aſſiſtance of the Parliament. 
may be of the higheſt Advantage to our Trade 
and Manufactures of all Kinds, as ſome of them 
can't be carry*d on without great Plenty of Firing. 
and all of them will be help'd by cheap, and eſpe- 
cally, Iriſb Firing, wrought and navigated by 
ourſelves. 

I might go on to obſerve, that our Merchants 
would make a conſiderable Article in our Exports, 
if more Care was taken, and Encouragement 
given to ſeveral Branches of our Manufactures in 
Iron, Braſs, and Copper, and to exporting Hats, 
and alſo to our Rape-mills and Oyl, and the 
ſhipping off Soap, Candles, and, above all, our 
Grain ; if once we were 10 happy as to ſee Gra- 

naries 
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"Haries eſtabliſh'd among us; and dur Tillage im- 
prov d, in ſuch a Manner, as to enable us to feed 
dur Poor at a-reafonable Price, which might en- 
courage the Plow, and ſell to our Neighbours, 
"when an high Market (as we formerly obſery'd 
Invited the Carriage. But I have ſpoke enough 
on moſt of theſe Things, and I will not over-load 
the Subject, and ſo let us paſs on to confider how 
our Merchants and Dealers of all Kinds may be 
"Enabled. to enliven our Inland Commerce. And 
the main Engine that can be employ'd to this 
End, is, by the Affiſtance of the Legiflature, to 
obtain more effectual Laws and Helps for opening 
Canals,” in fit Situations, for the cheaper Convey- 
ance of all Kinds of Wares to the beſt Markets, 
which may do us' more Service than the great 
Canal of the Sea, which hitherto, as it has been 
manag'd, has done us almoſt as much Harm as 
Good. Tf we wou'd make our Rivers navigable, 
ard open great Cutts through many of our vaſt 
Bogs, we might join the moſt diſtant Parts of the 
Kingdom, and bring the Produce of their Fields 
or their Looms to our beſt Towns and Sea-ports. 
This would fpread Induſtry through every Corner, 
beget Buſineſs, and enliven Trade in every re- 
moter Village of our Provinces, and by circulating 
our Coin, make it as ufeful as if it were actually 
encreas d by this. domeſtick Traffick, As Car- 
riage is the great and mighty Clog to Trade in 
many of our Countries, this wou'd reduce the high 
Price of tranſporting our Goods from one Part of 
the Country to the other; and, ' till this is done, 
we muſt be content to fee our Lands lie untill'd, 
for want of Roads and Rivers to carry out our 
Grain, and our belt Soils neglected, or juſt gur 
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wi e, require no Carriage, but can 
* _ on Beef and Tallow to the Market. 
e ſhould therefore highly e e ev 
ſeaſible Undertaking to make the co Lakes 
and Rivers of Ireland navigable, . and thereby 
uſeful to our Country, which, otherwiſe, they 
water in vain, We ſhould begin with. thoſe 
Attempts which are of moſt Uſe, and have the 
leaſt Difficulty in them, and ſuch, eſpecially, 
which lead to our largeſt Towns and Sea- ports of 
greateſt Trade as Dublin, Cork, Wexford, Water- 
ford, Limerick, Belfaſt, and Drogheda. This wou'd 
take off the huge Ex of our miſerable Land- 
iage by Wheel os, and fave us above 501. 
or 60 J. per Cent. and, at the fame Time, it might 
be accompliſh'd by a light, imperceptibleExpence, 


and even at a lower Rate than we pay yearly for 


our Carrs and Garrons for trailing our Goods from 
Town to Town, which has been computed to 
200,000 l. per Ann. Every one knows that the 


Dearneſs of Carriage is a main Draw-back to all 


Commerce; and we ſee the good Effects the 
ſaving of this by Numbers of Canals in France 
and Holland has produc'd as to their Trade, how 
much it and their Wealth have been advanc'd by it, 
and their Towns, Land, and People improv'd. 
We have already obſerv'd that the Canal to Newry 
deſerves the higheſt Care, in the firſt Place, of our 
Parliament and People to watch over it, and what- 
ever may retard- it; but, certainly, that of the 
Liffee to Dublin has the next Claim to their At- 
tention, as it wdu'd contribute effectually to the 
ſupplying that huge Market with neceſſary Pro- 
viſions, and might alſo ſave great Sums to us, by 
furniſhing the City both with Kilkenny Coal and 

D d Turf 
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Turf from che vaſt Bog of Alen: And, indeed, 
as that Bog runs from within half a Mile of the 
Liffee, near Landin's-town, in the. County of Kil- 
dare, to the very Banks of the Shannon, through 
that vaſt Flat of Ground, which at preſent is-ule- 
leſs and loſt; and, as by cutting one large Canal 
through it, we might join thoſe two Rivers; and, 
as the ingenious Mr. Brown obſerves, with the 

elp of two or three Locks, at a ſmall Ex- 
pence, make one of the nobleſt inland Navi- 

ations in Europe, and alſo drain and recover all 

ut unprofitable Ground, it is to be hop'd no 
former Miſcarriages of thif Kind will hinder its 
being one Day brought into Execution. The 
Navigation of the Shannon, if it were once vigo- 
rouſly and effectually carried on, and the cutting 
a Canal from Lough-earne to the Sea- port of Bal- 
lyſharinon, wou'd be two Undertakings of vaſt 
Advantage to our Inland Commerce; and, in- 


deed, the laſt wou'd be ſo feaſible, and have ſuch 
Effects on that Part of the Kingdom, that it can-. 


not long be over-look*'d. There are in the Pro- 
vince of Munſter and Connaught many Opportu- 


nities loft of this Kind for improving our Inland 


Commerce, which the Wiſdom of our Legiſla- 
ture may one Day remedy. But we ſhall not in- 
fiſt further on this Matter at preſent, but proceed 


to two other Methods which our Legiſlature might 
aſſiſt our Merchants in, to the Increaſe of the In- 
land Trade, though they are very much inferior 


to that we have juſt mention'd. 


The firſt is, the increaſing the Number and 
Extent of our Turnpike Roads in every Part of; 
the Kingdom that wants them, and is able and 


willing to bear their Expence, T need not dwell 
3 11 = 
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evident a Thing as the Uſe are of 

Pat, and how much they Ne they to ma 4 
our Coin circulate i in the Extremities of the Na- 
tion, where it us d to ſtagnate whenever it Was 
carry'd thither ; but I hope, as every one is con- 
vinc'd of the Service they do us, where they are 
made ſo, no one will oppoſe their being ſettled, 
where they are not yet eſtabliſh*d. 

” The other Method I wou'd mention relates to 
our Poſt Offices, which, in two Particulars might 
contribute much to the Service of our Inland Com- 
merce. The firſt is, to oblige our Poſts, by 
| Law, to come in and go out as 5: as poſſible. 
ö (Storms, Floods, and other Accidents excepted) 
7 at certain Hours. It is true, ſuch Hours are ap- 

pointed by the Poſt-maſter General; yet, in 
; Winter Time eſpecially, through the Careſeſſneſs 
7 of the Poſt-maſters, the Idleneſs of the Poſt- boys, 
4 bad Horſes, and ke even the Want of 
- 
h 


Horſes, it is ſtrange how like Drunkards they 
tir Day into Night, and Night into Day; by 


„ WW this Means much Time is loſt, and Buſineſs miſ- 
* carries, or the Notice from our Correſpondent 
1 comes too late to be obſerv'd; and, as not only. 


d Trade, but the Life and Fartune of Thouſands 
among us ſometimes may depend on ſuch Mo- 
ments, it wou'd do well to fix the Hours by Law, 
with a Penalty on each Poſtmaſter of 5 5. before 
any two Juſtices, and whipping for the Boy if he 
falls ſhort by two Hours of his Time, without 
ſhewing good Cauſe. The other Particnlar relates 
to the Hardſhip which much the larger Part of 
the Kingdom lies under, in having but two Poſt- 
Days in the Week, by which Means Buſineſs and 
Trade is greatly r retarded, to the great Damage 5 
d 2 the 
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the Nation, and the Diſcouragement of Mer- 
chants, and, conſequently, his Majeſty's Revenue. 
If the Poſt-Office can bear the Expence, they 
ſhould be oblig'd to ſend Poſts thrice a Week to 
all the Kingdom, and if they cannot, they ſhould 
be enabled to do it, or, at worſt, a third Penny 
more on every Letter wou'd fully anſwer the ad- 
ditional Trouble, and the Advantage from it 
wou'd be a thouſandfold greater to our People. 
And thus I ſhall diſmiſs this Subject, and let us 
now go on in the laſt Place to conſider ourſelves 
in another Circumſtance of Life, of the laſt Im- 
portance to our Country, and in which many 
Gentlemen of the beſt Fortunes and Underſtand- 
ings in it are always concern Wen that is asMem- 
bers of Parliament. 

I am ſenſible there are an infinite Number of 
Things, which, though very proper to be brought 
under this Article, are by no Means fit for a pt 
vate Perſon to handle, and therefore I ſhall Fn, 
venture to touch on a few particular Points, whe 
the Trade and Welfare of our Country are imme- 
diately intereſted, and want the Aﬀiflinee of our 
. Legiſlators to promote them. 
And methinks the firſt RESOLUT 108 we hou 
lay down as ſuch is . Viz. 
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we will promote fuch ſumptuary Laws,” as 
will be moſt conducive to reform the Nas 
ners of our People, by fencing againſt Lux- 


ury and Vanity in tbe better Sort, and | 


E, ſecuring Sobriety and Frugality in the 
. lower. 12 N F : 173 ; 


| | b * 
I have already, on different Occaſions, obſerv*d 
upon the exceſſive Growth of Luxury and Vani 
among us; but as melancholy as the Subject is, it 
is impoſſible to ſpeak of Ireland and not return 
again and again to the ſame Complaint. But once 
for all, if Swe Sep be not put to it, or ſome 


Neue in. our Sentiments and Manners be not 


k ee ae. of the great, or 


p per Laws a 
fs our Caſe is defperate, and we muſt be undone. 
If nothing elſe will cure this Madnefs in our Ex- 


travagancies of all Kinds, our wretched Comfort 


pol. be, that our Poverty at laſt will be a ſure 


Remedy, and, in ſpite of the Proverb, we may 
then begin to ſpare when we have little or nothing to 


ſpend. We may then fall into a regular CEcono- 
my, and a Scorn of affected Splendour and falſe 


Pleaſures, and grow more in love with a juſt Sim- 
plicity of Manners, and that contented Retire- 
ment in our own Country, which is the beſt Foun- 
dation of publick Virtue, as well as private Peace 


and Happineſs. We may then learn ſo much po- 
litical Arithmetick as to compute the Difference 


between providing for the Eaſe and Support of our 
ſelves and Children by a frugal and wife Manage- 


ment of our Income, to the Improvement of our 
| own 


We ref, os Members of Pani, re 


Regulations to reſtrain our Fol 
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own Eſtates and Fortunes RY we reſide, and the 
the whole of our Revenue, beſides load - 
ing it wich Debts, and ſervilely dangling” after 
Courts and imaginary Poſts ard Employments, 
which; when they are got by ſome lucky Man, 
will be found to have coſt him near twenty Years 
Purchaſe; (for which he might have bought as 

much good Rent in Land) and yet after all, muſt 
alſo be attended with many additional and un- 
avoidable Expences and Fopperies in our Way of 
living. / A juſt Way of pus. on theſe import- 
ant Points was, indeed, the great Ornament and 
Bleſſing of old Times, leſs improv'd and refin'd, 
but quite undiſturb'd-by the Affections of modern 
Pride at Home, or rambling abroad after great 
Men, or, ſometimes, merely to bring Home 
foreign Luxury, Faſhions, — Follies. 

I have formerly touch'd on the waſtful Exceſs b 
of. our Tables and Houſe-keeping, and therefore”: 
I ſhall ay nothing on it here, and ſhall, at preſent, 
only: take Notice of two other great Articles « which) 
want moſt to be remedied, |Our Itch for Gaming, 
and our Paſſion for fine, that is, foreign Cloaths. wit 

The firſt of theſe is grown ſo neceſſary to ort 
Entertainments, after an elegant Dinner eſpecially, © 
that, 'tis generally thought it is one of the beſt. 
Expedients ſome of our fine People have to en- 
* them to pay for it, and is frequently accom- 
pany'd with ſuch. cheating and ſharping, ſuch 
Complaints and Heart-burnings, and ſometimes | 
Quarrels and Duels about it, that honeſt People 
would be aſham'd of. It is a juſt Obſervation, 
that Gaming is only fit for thoſe who have great 
Fortunes, or thoſe who have none, which laſt 
one would ſuppoſe is the chief Title we have to 


plead, in this eee for our auler and 3 — 
ant 
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ſtant Practice of it, among mol fi our r prety 
Fellows. But this faſhionable Plague of good 
Senſe and good Manners has ſpread in England 
from the Men to the fair Sex, to the utter Baniſh- 
ment of all CEconomy and Care of their Families 
and Children, and too oſten of their Modeſty, 
Innocence, and Honour. This, it is to be hop'd, 
is never the Caſe with us, and we ſhould take 
Care that it never ſhall; for it is certain, where 


Women are fond of playing deep, it looks as if 
they were reſolv'd to venture all; and it is terrible 
to think how far the Eſtate or Honour of a Fa- 
mily may be endanger'd, where ill Fortune and 
bold Gameſters meet together as they often do. 
In ſuch Caſes, the Puniſhment they bring on thern- 


ſelves, by ruining their Reputation, is worſe than 


eyen that of Japan, where it is Death by the Law; 
and yet, with all its ill 


enough of it already to make us reſolve, where the 
Huſband wants Inclination or Authority to reform 
it, the Laws ſhould interpoſe, and if there muſt 


be Gaming, they would do well to appoint the 
Nation the Box-keeper, and make our Manu- 


factures thrive b 4 our Pp ollies. 
The Dreſs 


Article, the Exceſs of which calls for Regulation 


as much as the other, and makes one look with 
Envy on the old antiquated Statutes of England, 


where the Price and Fineneſs of every ones Habit 
Was 


þ Gr x c x 2 —— — — — 


Conſequences, the Faſhion” 
in other Countries goes on, though Honour, 
Health, good Humour, and, what is dearer than 
them all, even their Beauty is often ruin'd by their 
ul Luck and ill Hours, How far ſevere Laws 
and heavy Taxes might remove this ruinous Evil 
among our Neighbours, or with us, if ever it 
viſits us, I cannot ſay, but certainly we have 


moſt Men among us is another | 
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ſettled to their Con ion in the World, 
under ſevere Penalties. Of late Days there is 
hardly an Actor on the Stage more dreſt above 
a and Means than many of our fine 
Gentlemen, at leaſt, are, and with this ſhocking 
Difference, that the Actors generally play the 
Parts of Foreigners, and are dreſt in our Irif 
Manufactures ; b but our young Beaus pretend to be 
Natives of Ireland, and are trick*d out in all the 
gaudy Frippery of France, Italy, and every Coun- 
try that preys on our Vitals, and the Bread of our 
manufacturing Poor. 
The Sums we lay out for ſuch Things with 
other Nations are a vaſt Drain upon us, and con- 
_ fume our Subſtance beyond all Belief or Remedy, 
and without ſome v4 on theſe waſteful Faſhions, 
our Poor muſt go naked in order to cloath us, 
and the good Weavers in France, Sc. But, as! 
have tauch'd on this Subject formerly, as to our 
Ladies, I ſhall ſay the leſs on it now as to our 
Men, and ſhall only remark, that all Degrees and 
Orders of People, among us, are quite undiſtin- 
guiſh'd and confounded, by the univerſal Licence 
which every one is allowed of dreſſing above his 
Circumſtances and Fortune. This ends, ſooner or 
later, in the Ruin of an infinite Number of Fa- 
milies, who are thus undone by their Exceſs * 
Extravagance; and, as this waſteful Expence 
alſo generally ſpent in foreign Manufactures, it 5 
as hurtful to the Nation too, and, on both Ac- 
counts wants the ſame Remedies our Fore-fathers 


gn to It, i goods wholeſome, ſumptuary Laws. 


Gentlemen are grown ſo immeaſurably 
laviſh i in ha Matter, that not only their Rings, 
their Watches, their Canes, their Swords, nay, 


their Coaches, their Saddles, and Horſes, &c. 
| are 


MEN, le 
yer thought ſufficie fine, or faſhi ,onab 
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Taſte for Fa 1180 1 h tis 0 de fear'd, 
Time they l not confine therhiſelves only to 
Silks for this Waſtecoats and Linings, but they 
by iEnerally uſe Damaſks and Paduaſoys fo 
Cloaths inſtead of Iriſb Broad-cloths, Gold, and 
Silver-lace, and Plate Buttons arg another Aint 
of faſhionable Trumpery which our prey Fel- 
Jows, and, eſpecially, our very pretty Fellows; 
think they cannot in Reaſon end Conlciente. be 
denied. Now, though we ſuppoft cd chem 
legs 5 at Home, which is by no Means en 
they are fuch a vaſt Conſumption of the Rt titt 


pecie Te have, and productive of fo man other 
xtravagancies, that we ray ventute to ſay; we 
Had better be without them, if it could be done fo 
not 25 diſgi Gentlemen, Who are equally the 
2 7 and Ornament of thelr Country. 
et, PO! ibly, we may kr to 25 this gfeatFojn 
to by them, for W ey are fo good 
19 alide both that Sort "of Pep and their He- 
ved fine Lack, Ruffles, and Cravats t too, 5 | 
4 alſo fo very expenſive to us) both in 5 
publick and Pre Mourning ; ; Ad. | 
ka Nation wou'd go in Mourning for th their 
ountry for ſeven Years, it would 
= this Way than all their deteſtable 2109s 
ut let us quit this painful Subject and proceed. 0 
other Reform, that is wanting in the Manner: 
r People, and that is, Sobuiety and Frugal 
Web of Men. | 3 
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I have, in another Place ſpoke enough on theſe 
Points as4o-the Rich, if there be any in this un- 
happy, neglected Country, who really deſerve that 
Name, and therefore I ſhall confine myſelf to thoſe 
' who ate (and cannot poſſibly conceal that they are) 
poor. It is a melancholly Reflection how much 
theſe Nations, and eſpecially Ireland, is over-run 
with that hideous Vice, Drunkeneſs, though tis 
of ſo late a Date in theſe Parts of the World, that 
there was no Statute to make it any ways puniſh- 
able in England till Queen Elizabeib's Time. But 
though, at preſent, this Vice is wove into the 
Conſtitution of the State, and made neceſſary to 
our Eſtabliſhment; by Means of the Exciſe, yet 
the Harm it does by debauching our People, and 
ruining whole Families of our Poor, and decreaſ- 
ing our Manufactures in their Goodneſs and Quan- 
tity, is incredible, And how can it be otherwiſe, 
while the Number of our Ale-houſes is ſo prodi- 
ious, kept by the idleſt of the People, who hate 
Labout and Buſineſs, juſt to entertain thoſe who: 
are as idle and lazy as themſelves. Tis here our 
Manufacturers, in ſpite of the Proverb, often 
make two Sundays meet together, and, after ſwill- 
ing down the Maintenance of theirFamilies, make 
themſelves unwilling, or unable, to return to their 
Labour, and earn a little Bread for their Children. 
As theſe Houſes are allowed by Law for the Eaſe 

and Lodging of Travellers, they ſhould be y 
fineable if any one gets drunk in them; and if, 
along with this, Drunkeneſs was made as puniſh- 


. able as it was in CromwelPs ſober Days, we ſhould 


ſee our Manufactures, and thoſe who work them, 
in a better State than they are. There is therefore 
a Neceſſity that ſome Law be made to force our 
People to greater Sobriety, that they may work 

| | o 
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to Eat, and Eat to Work and Feed their Fami- 
lies, or otherwiſe we may ſhut up Shop, and bid 
Night to our Manufactures, it being im 

ble they can thrive and come to Market: 
abroad; while our People ſpend fo much, 404 
Work ſo little, and our Rivals dend ſo little, and 
Work ſo Hard. If in Tenderneſs to the Exciſe 
we cannot reduce the incredible Number of our 
Ale- houſes, we ought at leaſt to raiſe the Price of 
Licence; and to regulate their Conduct, that they 
may not be the ruin of our poor Trades- men and 
Servants, and the Corrupters of our People's Man- 


ners, and (as they generally are) the Neſts of 


Thieves, and Idlers, and 8 rs, and both as 
to thoſe who keep them, and thoſe who frequent 
them, the refuge of every Rogue who has an 
Averſion to all Labour and Induſtry. 

Our Taverns alſo want much to be reform'd, 
and the more, as even our Tradeſmen (to ſay no- 
thing of others) if they get a little Subſtance, are 
apt o ſhew they are got above Ale-Drinking, and 

Bufmeſs enough to enable them to pay Vint- 
ners for their Wi, and thus increaſe their Ex- 
pence, as their Credit and Dealing enlarge, and 
ſometimes as it ſinks, in order to forget or con- 
ceal it. *Tis common enough in all Countries, 
for Men who are Idle and Rich, and incapable of 
doing Good to others or themfelves; to run into 
theſe Houſes to waſte their Time, and their Mo- 
ney as well, and as faſt as they can; but 'tis pe- 
culiar to Ireland, that even Men of Buſineſs and 
Trade affect to run into theſe deſtructive Extrava- 
gancies, to the Ruin of their Subſtance and Cre- 
dit as well as of our Country. It wou'd help to 
leſſen this pernicious Cuſtom, if an heavy Tax 
were laid on all Wine-Taverns as our happier 
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Anceſtors ts th, wh 25 this woutd make 


our People mote F. rag, and Sober, ſo it wou'd 
n that Deluge of 1 rench Wine and Brandy 
which has Sunk our ation, and at once W 
our Wealth and debauch'd our People. * 
Let us add to all this, if it ma be ſaid with- 


out offence that the Diſcipline of our Laws againſt 


Whoredom and Adultery, is not only extreamly 
Pefective but very much Relax'd, thro! the fre- 


quency of the Erime, and the Bie . that at · 


tends their putting them in Execution. It is there. 
fore highly be to enforce the Laws in thoſe 
Points, by adding to then ſevere Penalties and 
eaſier Remedies, and eſpecially ta make the De- 


tection of Houlzs of Evi — and the. Puniſh- 


ment of the Wretches, who conſume and Debauch 
our Youth there, more eaſy to the Magiſtrate, 
and more penal, to the Offender. . The debauch- 
BY. of young Women and the Maintenance of 
ards, are two things, which there is little or 
no Proviſion made for by our preſent Laws, and 
What an Influence this has on the corrupting our 
Moral, and peopli ad with Wretches abandon'd 
left to ſtarve in their Infan- 

cy or roh and ſteal if thay grow up, will well 
Fo £2. to be conſide d by thoſe, whole Province 
b is to deliver us from ck deſtructive Evils. 
ut I will not enlarge too far on a Subje& fo ge- 
nerally over look*d, and neglected, and Pall the there» 
tore proceed to lay down another ResoLuT10N of 
great ne to this his Kingdom: 3 and that IS, 
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Ne Zefobve as Members of Parliament, ta 
- remedy by all poſſible Ways and Means in 
pur Power, that great Obſtruttion to the 

. Profprrity of this Nation, the want of 
Hand. e | 


It is a ſelf evident Truth that all Kingdoms, 
are more or leſs conſiderable in Proportion to the 
Numbers of their Subjects, and od Induſtry is 
a main Point to encreaſe their Value, yet where 
numerous Bodies of Men can be had, wile States 
will eaſily provide Means and Methods to ſecure 
their Induftry, and their being numerous is a 
A Help to it. We are very defective in 
| ſe Particulars in Jreland, and it will want 
all our Care to find out proper Remedies for them. 
It is probable the Race of Men will laſt as long 
as the World itſelf will, but if ſome Helps ab 
Encouragements be not given to our People, 1 


will not maintain that this will hold true of Tre. 


land, for as Things go on, it may become an 
uncultivated Deſart in Time, inhabited by nothing 
but Beaſts, and Savages. The Increaſe of Num- 
bers in Kingdoms depends on Manufactures en- 
tirely, by which alone they can be provided with the 
Neceſſaries of Life; for what the Earth produces 
without the Improvement of Manufacture, can 
only maintain ſuch a limited Number of Men; 
and when that Proportion is exceeded, by an En- 
creaſe of their Children, thoſe Children muſt ſtarve 


when grown up, or elſe find out Manufactures at 


Home, or go abroad, where they are, to get 
Food and Raiment by them. If therefore our 
{mall and few Manufactures decline, as _ 
Dd.) | ter 
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better Encouragement they are like to do, our 
Numbers, thin peopled as we are, muſt fink with 
them, and leave us every Day with fewer Hands 
than ever. And we ſee in Fact, this is ſo by the 
Crowds that of late Years, are gone off to our 


Colonies abroad; beſides Numbers that go in 


ſearch of Wages and Labour to England : Nor is 
this all the Evil, for of the few Hands we have, 


at leaſt Four-fifths are Papiſts, and this fad Diſ- 


proportion is likely every Day rather to enlarge 
than leſſen, for as I have formerly obſery*d, our 


Proteſtants don't marry Young, but they wait 
for a tollerable Portion, and ſome Settlement to 


live eaſy on; whereas, the Papiſts are careleſs as 
to Wealth and Portion, and will have Wives, let 
them be maintain'd how they will. To this Hu- 
mour we owe Three-fifth's of our Numbers, and 
the quick Supplies of all our Loſſes by Famines, 
Baniſhments, (I mean under Cromwell, and at 
the Revolution) and Rebellions, and as Humours 
and Cuſtoms influence Nations as much as their 


Laws, we muſt, in an Age or two, be infinitely. 
out-numbred, by the native 1ri/h, if due Care be 
not taken, to encourage Engliſhmen to tranſplant 
themſelves hither, or to make our Jriſb perfect 


Engliſbmen, in their Manners, Religion and Lan- 
guage. Sir Villiam Petty propos'd, to prevent 
this Diſproportion, and all future Rebellions from 


it, by a Tranſplantation and Exchange of Natives 


between the two Kingdoms, and ſo to have em- 
bodied us into one People by Degrees, and had 
it been praCtis'd, or pract icable, it had certainly 
Produc'd great Effects by this time, tho? probably 
our Acts againſt Popery, and the Advantage and 
prevalence of Exgliſb Cuſtoms, may do the Work 


as well, and more eaſily now, In the Mens 
| | | | while 
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while our Laws are operating flowly” and furely 
on our Opinions and Manners, let us confider 
what are the moſt feaſible Methods we can make 


uſe of to encreaſe our Numbers, and, let us then 
trive how to employ them, n 
And in the firſt Place then as to our Numbers, 


it would certainly encreaſe them if Celibacy were 


diſcountenanc'd, and Marriages were duly encou- 


rag d, and Whoredoms and Adultery as we ob- 
ſery*d already, ſeverely and exemplarily Puniſh- 


ed by our Laws. We ſee the Switzers diſ- 
courage Ceiibacy ſo much, that no Batchelor is 
capable. of any Truſt or Employment among 
them; and if among us none but married Men 
were allowed to to take a Leaſe longer than ſeven 


Tears, or to be at Age till five and twenty, with 
two or three other ſuch Reſtrictions, it would pro- 


duce great Effects this way. There ſhould be 
Præmiums alſo allow'd to poor Men, who have 
ten Children alive, and but two Hearths, or leſs, to 
be exempted on the Juſtices Certificates from 

rth-Money, and all ſmall Tythes, and from 


being Conſtables (and if deſir'd) Church-Wardens, 


Sideſmen, Jurymen, and ſuch like Privileges, and 
alſo to be free of arty Corporation where they 


chuſe to reſide, We ſee how much the Romans 


by the Lex Fulia & Papia, and the Jus trium Li- 
berorum, enCourag'd their People to marry, and at 
this Day in Rome there is a Law, which exem 

all from ſuch and ſuch Taxes, who have (I think 
it 1s) ten living Children, which Privilege is writ 
in Gold Letters over their Door. for their Honour, 
as I have been aſſur'd by Eye-Witneſſes. If we 
had a Law to allow Benefit of Clergy (where it is 


not allow'd. at preſent) to all who had ſeven or 


eight Children living, except in very heinous Caſes, 


8 


| 
| 
' 
| 
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and to allow. them Tranf poraajon, t am F 
ed it would have no ill Conſequences; an 95 
| help to encreaſe our Births, We ſee in Fran 
bow much they are indebted for their Nunibers to 
the Law, that allows no-married Man to be. forc'd 
to liſt in the Armies, by which Means they marry 
very early and ſwarm Th Breeders; and I could 
eaſily name a Law which with a Privilege of like 
Import, would produce as early Marriages here, 
And now 1 am upon the Subject of encreaſing 
our Birth, I will mention another Particular, 
which will conduce extreamly to preſerving their 
Lives; when they come into the World, and that 
is to lay a Tax on all þj ir'd Nurſes, of at leaſt * 
per Ann. unleſs Oath be made by the Mother 
ſhe is bona ſide not capable of nurſing * 
herſelf. The Inconveniences of thoſe Spiri Nurſes 
12 © Dre and weighty 3 by their Careleſſneſs and 
rn Affections and due regard to the 
Health 0 Infants, it is too well known to all Pa- 
rents how many ate loſt and diftemper'd with 
Coughs, Decays and Rickets, and worſe Diſcaſes, 
and often Poyſon'd with bad Milk; or maim'd by 
falls and over- laid by heavy Sleepers, or Drunk- 
ards, Nor is this all, for if the Child of the 
rich ĩs ſo us'd, to be ſure the Infant of the hir'd 
Nurſe comes off as ill, or worſe if poſſible, and 
I believe I may ſay wich Truth, one palf of theſe 
unhappy Creatures have their Lives abſolutely fi. 
erific' 070 the Wages and Chriſtning-Money of 
our fine Gentry, 3 are too nice and too tender 
to bear the fatigue of ſuckling their young ones, 
and often fret and repine, that they muſt go thro 
that of breeding and bearing them. By this means, 
we often ſee two of thoſe Innocents pay the Fine 


of their Lives, to the unnatural, Pride, of one 1 
cher; 
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Cay.  _- 
ther, and the wicked Avarice of the other. But 


- there is a great Inconvenience in this evil Cuſtom, 


which I never yet heard mention'd, and I believe 


is true, which is that ſuppoſing: Gentlemen's Chil- 


dren do generally live, yet certainly by not ſuck- 


ling their own Off- ſpring, they breed double the 
Numbers, which Nature defign'd them, and ho w- 


far this muſt weaken their Bodies as well as oppreſs 
their Fortunes, and what is ſtill worſe, over-load 
the State (to ſay nothing of the Females) with uſe- 


leſs, idle Loiterers, with Beggars for beggarly En- 
; | +, with Sneakers after great Men, with 


ntlemen's Gentlemen, with Rakes and with 
Sharpers, our People of Faſhion had need to con- 


* 


fider. | | 
But the rich and the faſhionable Ladies are not 


the only Perſons guilty of this horrible Practice, 


for the Affectation runs thro* the middle fort of 
People, who love to copy after 'them in every 


thing that can hurt them. And this will be found 


particularly true in and near great Towns and Ci- 


ties, where the Dearneſs of Proviſions, Houſe- rent, 
Fire and all Neceſſaries, and the vitious Manners 
and Debauchery of the lower People, make the 
Nurſe leſs willing or able to do her Duty, and the 
Pride and Avarice of the Parents make them wink 
at all Neglects and Miſmanagements, that deliver 


them in a few Months from the Burthen of another 
Mouth and Body to Feed, Cloth and provide for. 
Tho? Citizens are often great Breeders, yet it will 
be found whenever it is examin'd that ſcarce one 
Third of their Children ſurvive this Method of 


Management, and the general Blame, with ſome 


Truth, is thrown on ill Nurſes, tho? it might with 
good Juſtice, be as much imputed to the unnatural 
Neglects and want of Affection in the Parents, 

— F f Certainly 
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Certainly our Laws are but too gentle to ſuch 


Nurſes, and why boch they and the Parents ſhould 


not be accountable, tothe Magiſtrate for ſuch ter- 
rible Miſconduct, as we often ſee in theſe | 
I do not know; for. if Parents had the Power o 
diſclaiming and renouncing their Children, as, for 
ſome time, the old Romans had, or could put them 
to Death, when they pleas'd, as the Fapaneſe may 
by Law, I don't ſee how ſome of them could be 
more inhumanly us'd or worſe treated, no, not if 
they were nurs d by Goats, as honeſt Montagne tells 
us the Peaſants Children in France, often are, when 
their Mothers die. 818 , 
There is another Article, which T am loath to 
add to this fad Account of things, becauſe I know 
we are very ſeldom guilty of it, and that is the 
horrible Practice of Rbortions. We ſee the fa- 
mous Midwife. who was put to Death at Paris for 
this Crime, confeſt ſhe had procur'd many hun- 


dreds to conceal unhappy Intreigues, but as we, I 
thank God, are Strangers to ſuch Wickedneſs, I 


ſhall only fay, that by way of Prevention, if our 


NA 


Laws made ſuch Practiſes Felony, our Poſterity 


will neither be the fewer, nor the worſe of it. 
Before I quit this Subject, I ſhall mention one 


Particular more, which I am ſure would prevent 


the Loſs of many Infants, and that is, that ſome 
Beneyolent Spirit, like Dr. Cheyne, would oblige 


the World with plain rational Directions for Fa- 
milies in the Country, how to manage Children 


from the Birth till they have paſt the moſt uſual 
Diſtempers, as. Teeth, Rickets, ſmall Pox, Mea- 
les, red Gum, Gripes, and all ſuch Diſorders. 
Such a Work judiciouſly perform*d, would be a 
Bleſſing in a licteral Senſe of the Words to ne 

3 ren 
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dren yet unborn, and to all Mankind who are in- 
tereſted in their Preſervation ; and if we conſider 
how many Children thro? the Faults of their Pa- 
rents, have been loſt, who might have been ar 


Ornament to the World, and an Honour and De- 


fence to their Country, we can never ſufficiently 


wiſh for ſuch a Work, to which Thouſands in 


time to come, may owe their being. — 9 


The next Point I ſhall touch on, which may 


contribute to the encreaſing our Numbers relates to 
our Army. By ordering the Tr to be re- 
eruited in Great Britain, his Majeſty has done a 
ſignal Service to this Kingdom, which has been 
terribly exhauſted by ſending the Flower of our 
People, and our Proteſtant People too, intq the 
Army, to the loſs of many Thouſand Heads and 
Families. It were to be wiſht however, that-our 
Horſe and Dragoons, were not allow'd to Liſt any 
of our People no-more than the Foot, for they take 
off great numbers of our beſt bodied Men, and we 
have none to ſpare from our Trades, Labour and 
Huſbandry. It would alſo be a great help to us, 
if all Soldiers when married three Years, a nd 
having Children, were allowed to quit the Army, 
if they pleagd, and would give Security to ſettle 


here; for this would improve our Breed and Num- 


bers, and eſpecially fince the Reaſons on which 
ſuch intermixtures were formerly prohibited, are 
now entirely ceas'd. . 

As the confining Debtors in Prifon deprives us 
of many Hundreds of Hands, we may very pro- 
perly add here, that a Law to prevent this entire- 
ly, or only to allow it with certain Reſtrictions 
and Limitations would greatly contribute to this 
good End, both by releafing crowds of miſerable 
Men now under Confinement, and preventing, a 

| F f 2 much 


MITE TO Pp . 
much greater Number from running abroad, to 
avoid the Cruelties of a Goal. It is plain by our 
Statutes, that antiently no Impriſonment for Debt 
was allowed, and to this Day in ſome Countries, 
where the Liberties of the People are in other 
Reſpects entirely deſtroyed, they are free from this 
Bondage, and their Goods are only in the Power 
of their Creditors. And if this was the Courſe 
with us eſpecially in ſuch Caſes, where by unavoid- 
able Accidents, Loſſes, Sc. a Debtor is unable to 
ſatisfy his Creditors, it would be more Reaſon- 
able than Impriſoning an unfortunate Man and 
beggaring his Family, to gratify the Cruelty of the 
Creditors, who inſiſt on what the Law profeſſedly 
abhors, the performing Impoſſibilities. In Caſes 
thus circumſtanc'd, the Creditor ſhould at leaſt be 
oblig'd to allow ſome poor Pittance by the Day to 
keep his Priſoner from ſtarving, and this would 
often prevent much Miſery on one ſide, and the 
guilt of Malice, nay ſometimes of Murder (for 
it deſerves no other Name) on the other. Whete 
Debts are ſmall, the Work-Houſe and the Labour 
of the Debtor, would be a properer Method of pay- 
ing the Demand, than the lazy, languiſhing Famine 
of a Goal, which is of no uſe to the Creditor, or 
any one elſe, but thoſe Vermin of the State, Bay- 
lifis, and Sergeants, and the Maſters and Turnkeys 
of the Marſhalſea, who thrive by extorting on the 
wretched Priſoners, and ſucking out their very 
Blood, for Meat, Drigk and Lodging. 
Indeed, where the Debt is large, and the Pay- 
ment is fraudulently avoided, Dungeons and Chains, 
or being ſold for Slaves, is not too ſevere a Puniſh- 


ment for ſo great a Villainy, nor ſhould any Acts 


of Grace be allowed to ſuch, tho' they can hardly 
be too frequently extended to others, till our Le- 
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R giſlature think fit, to take away entirely, or at leaſt 


to limit and qualify the Impriſonment of all candid, 
Den - 
Whenever we are ſo happy, as to ſee the one, 
or the other determin'd by proper Laws here, it 
will not only reſtore many uſeful Hande to our 
Manufactures, and prevent others from flying a- 
broad for Bread and Liberty as we hinted before, 
but what is of more Importance, it will encourage 
[Thouſands of Foreigners, as well as Engliſbmen, and 


their Families, to come over and ſettle with us to 


our great Advantagc. | 

Another Article I ſhall propoſe as conducive to 
encreaſing our Hands, is.laying a Tax on all Ab- 
ſentees whatever, and a double one on our Popi/þ 


Gentlemen, who deſert their Country. If ſuch an 


Act could be-got (and if it were entirely applied 
to the uſe of the Army, or the mere Service, and 


Profit of the Crown without any Limitation, it 
Probably may begot) it would have incredible good 
Effects in Ireland, both as to our Numbers and our 


Buſineſs and Employment for them. But at leaſt 


we may hope that ſuch a Law may paſs as to our 
Roman Catholicks, who above all Men are inexcuſe- 
able in living abroad where their Prejudices are en- 
creaſed, their Reſentments ſharpned,and their Allegi- 
ance to the Pope and his Bigot abſolutely confirm'd. 
There are ſeveral things to be ſaid on the Subject 
of this laſt hint of Diſaffection, but as J hope in a 
few Years, they may be quite unneceſſary, I ſhall 
gladly omit them, and paſsto another uſeful Expe- 


dient for encreaſing our Numbers, and that is by 


encouraging expeditious Methods of Labour. 


This may ſcem at firſt ſight, a ſure way to make 


our People idle, but when *cis well confider'd, it 
will appear quite otherwiſe, becauſe the cheaper 
and 


(214) _ 
and the quicker we get our work dane, the more 
Hands we have to ſpare to other Work, and the 
more weare alſo enabled to underfel others. This 


is plain, from the Dutch Sawing Mills, and our 


Stocking Frames, which tho* they forc'd away 
many Hands to ſeek other Employments, yet by 
doing as much Work for a Shilling, as could be 
done for ten before, their Invention gave greay 
Advantage to the Goods at the Market, and made 
them come cheaper to the Buyer, and yet produc'd 
greater Gain to the Seller, and alſo ſav'd fo much 
clear Labour, in other things, of good Hands to 
the Nation, f | | 
I The inviting, encouraging and naturalizing all 
Foreigners, and eſpecially all Dutch and French 
Manufacturers to come and ſettle among us is ano- 
ther Point, which would be of, great Advantage 
to us in this Matter. The body of every arg wok 
er, that ſettles among us, is not only ſo much clear 
Money gain'd to the Nation, but we make a vaſt 
profit from his Induſtry and Labour, if he em- 
ploys himſelf in any uſeful Buſineſs whatever; and 
above all, if he be ſkillful in ManvfaQures, which 
we want, or want to nave improv'd among us. We 
can hardly therefore be too bountifet in aſſigning 
| Prazmiums, and allowing Encouragements of all 
Kinds, to invite ſuch People to come over to us. 
As Holland ſwarms with Inhabitants, to that De- 
gree, that many of them actually live in cover'd 
Boats for want of Houſes, we might with eaſe 

make ſuch Laws, as would allure many Families 

to remove hither and import with them their ſo- 

briety, induſtry, and frugal Manners, to improve 

our People as well as our ſeveral Trades and Ma- 


nufactures. We ſhould alſo to this good End 
| ſoften 
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ſoſten the preſent Laws concerning Aliens and Fo- 
reigners, and allow them to be Members of Par- 
liament and Magiſtrates, and neither · confine them 

to ſix Servants, nor tie them down by our preſent 
Oaths, to profeſs themſelves Proteſtants z on the 
contrary, our Kingdom ſhould be as open, and 
we as good Welcome to all Strangers as an Inn, 
and they ſhould be free from all Taxes of what 
Kind or Nature ſoever, during their Lives, if t 
ſet up any. Manufactures which (ſeven of the Truſtees 
of the Linen Board, ſhould under their Hands and 
| Seals declare,) deſerve ſuch Exemption. Theſe, 
or Encouragements of this Nature, would do 
Wonders in a few Years, and make us abound 
with ſuch People, who are often uneaſy at home, 
and know not where to be ſecure of good uſage 
among Strangers, if they quit their Country; and 
once they found a fafe friendly Place of Refuge 
here, we ſhould have Thouſands ſettle with us and 
bring Trade and Wealth with them. As the two 
laſt things encreaſt and flouriſht, our People would 
multiply much faſter, as they would be enabled to 
feed better and live warmer, and marry the earlier, 
when the Means and Methods of maintaining a 
Family were enlarg'd and fecur'd to them z they 
would then breed the faſter, and live freer from Di- 
ſeaſes, or be enabled to get them cur'd without 
the help of Hoſpitals. Thus we ſhould ſoon have 
our Country fully furniſh'd with People, and our 
Cities like Hives ſwarming with Inhabitants, and 
let us now ſee how we could feed and employ them 


and prevent their being Drones and Burthens to the 
Publick. | 
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Let us to this great End lay down this uſeful 
Res0LuUT1oON as the beſt Means to ſecure ſuch a 
Bleſſing to us, viz. | 


We. Reſolve as Members f Parliament ts 
provide and contrive all the beſt Methods 
and Ways we can for employing our People, 
and encreaſing their Induſtry. FE 


It is certain, that the Property of every Nation 
depends as abſolutely on the Induſtry of its People, 
as the ſafety of a Ship, on the Diligence and L. 
bour of the Mariners, who ſail in her, and there- 
fore it is to the laſt Degree incumbent on us to ſe- 
cure this great Point, which we are generally reck- 
on*d very defective in. Tis computed that we 
have above 100,000 idle Hands in Ireland, which 
are uſeleſs Burthens to the Earth for want of proper 
Care to employ them, and which might bring in a 
vaſt Fund of Wealth to us by their Labour, We 


may boaſt of the Goodneſs of our Soil and Cli- 


mate, and the Plenty we enjoy, but our People 
may ſtarve in the midſt of it, unleſs they be 


kept uſefully buſied. Natural Wealth, as Corn, 


Cattle, Mines, Wood, Flax, Wool, Silk, Sc. as 
it gives the Inhabitants who poſſeſs it an ealy 
Plenty, ſo it makes them indolent, idle, vain and 
voluptuous, whereas artificial Wealth, as the 
working up and manufacturing the other to the 
heighth, begets 3 Frugality, Wiſdom, 
Diligence and Skill. 

Victuals, our Lands, Houſe-rent and Taxes, are 


more favourable to Trade by their cheapneſs, than 


any other Nation we may make a vaſt Advantage 
; | | thereof, 


ndeed as our Fuel and 
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Induſtrious, for them wWe may underſel all the reft 


( ) 
thereof, if we are at the ſatne tire EAD fi and 


of the World. Without chis Induſtfy, we ſhall 
turn our Blefſings into Curſes, and our Ad vanta - 
ges into Mistortunes, for our Plesty will prove but 
the Mother of Idleneſs; it being certain, that When 
Bread is cheap, People eareleſs for Werle, and 
always inſiſt on bigher Wages, when Proviſions 
are low. But in Nations Where” the Laws have 


introduc'd an Habitaa! Courſe of Induſtry the Pee 


pe work on, and phrſue thei? Buſineſs,” Whatever 
is, regubariy aug eedltaftly, without any regard 
to che rer There every Hand is kept buſy, 
whereas with us great Nornibers are uſcheſs; of but 
half employed at- moſt. Sir }/iBam Perry in his 
Time, computed eur Pecple were not & fit Pare 
employed, and even now AtWARKITQAW IR! WE are 
kepr rolilrably bügy wick our Laden iw the North, 
yer great Numbers of the other Provitides; and et. 
peeially Womem and Childret are quite idle. 
If as Dv. Chamberlain 3 pars oy very CH. 
dren of NM rb from 6 to 16 — Bogen 
per Anm more than they ſpend, What a fum fmiglit 
we taiſe to the Publick, by the Filids of our 7 

Children who do nothing. In many Parts of 
Kingdom where Trade and odr Manuf A rere 
not yet reackt, the Natives have contracted à ſort 
of natural Indiſpofitiot to Labour, and have an 
habitual Sloth,” which nothing can remove but the 

ſevereſt Laws. If Idleneſs was made as penal as 
Felony; or at leaft as petry Larceny, it would not 
be unequitable, eſpecially in Ireland, where Idlers 
are the great Nurſery of Felons, and "liſte theth live 
on the Sp6il of their induſtribus Neighbours, and 
Say: as the Nation ſuffers more by che nu- 
| DW w- merous 
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merous Tribe of the one Sort, who will not work, 
than from the ſmall Number of thoſe who rob 
and ſteal. Some ſevere Law of this kind, might 
make a great Reform in the liſtleſs, ſlothful Tem- 
per of many of the Jriſb, and let us now ſee if 
there are not ſome particular Bodies of Men among 
us, who inſtead of being puniſh'd, are paid for 
their Idleneſs, and therefore ſhould be forc'd or 
encourag'd to greater Induſtry. And the firſt I 
ſhall mention are our Soldiers, who in time of 
Peace, are the moſt uſeleſs Members of the Com- 
mon-wealth, and are ſo Abſolutely idle, that *tis 
a puniſhable offence in their diſcipline, if any of 
them endeavour to be uſeful to themſelves, or their 
fellow Subjects by their Labour, while they have 
the Honour to wear the King's Livery, - At the 
ſame time many of them have Trades, and would 
gladly follow them, and therefore if they were 
.enabled by Law, with proper Limitations to 
work at their Trade, at leaſt ſo many Days in the 
Week, without ſuing for leave, or giving any fee 
or reward to their Officer, it wou'd enable them to 
live more at eaſe, and wou'd no ways diſqualify 
them for the buſineſs of a Soldier, and all their 
Work wou'd be ſo much clear gains to the Na- 
tion, If this were once regulated by Law, 1 
cannot but think it wou'd be of great Service to 
us; for the Labour of ſo many Thouſand Men, 
even at thirty Shillings a Year, a piece, wou'd 
come to near 20,000 l. per Ann. to gur Country; 
which wou'd thus receive more benefit from their 
Hands, then, I hope we ſhall ever have occaſion 

for, from their Swords. 
Our pooreſt ſort of Attornies, Sollicitors, half 
ſtarv'd Lawyers, and their Clerks are another 
lazy ſet of Men, which might be better employ d 
in 
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in Trade and Tillage, than in doing nothing or do- 


ing miſchief in their Country, as petty Foggers, Bar- 
raters and fomenting Vexatious Suits, and ruining, 
Numbers of Families by making a Trade and a 
ſport of the Laws. If the Numbers of Lawyers 
of all Sorts were limited, as well as that of their 
Clerks, and none but Men of Probity and Sub- 
ſtance admitted as Attorneys, till after ſeven Years 
Apprenticeſhip, we ſhou'd not only have fewer of 
theſe Gentlemen fwarming like Locuſts over the 
Land, and deyouring the Labours of our People, 
but we ſhould alſo ſee very many of them em- 


ployed as able Farmers, and Induſtrious Tradeſ- 


men, or Merchants to the Advantage of Ireland. 
At preſent that worthy Profeſſion is ſo overſtockt 
with Practicers, that to prevent their ſtarving one 
another, we ſhould have a Law, that in all Suits, 
Twenty Councillors and Ten Attorneys ſhou'd 
be feed of a ſide, tho? the truth is we are running 
as faſt as we can of ourſelves, into that good Me- 
thod already, a Grievance which calls loudly for 
Correction, as well as the aboliſhing the Fees of 
many needleſs Offices, reducing the length of our 
Suits, the vaſt Fees to Councils, the Dilatory and 
expenſive forms and rules of the Courts, and eſ- 
pecially the Chancery, the number of Proceſſes, 
ſhort Anſwers, Bills of Revivor, Poſtponing of 
Cauſes, Rehearings, ſpecial pleadings, Demurrers 
and Exceptions, the charge and delays of Maſters 
in Chancery, and the Regiſters, writs of Error, 
fines and recoveries, and a number of other op- 
preſſive and expenſive Methods. Were theſe 
Burthens and Oſtructions to quick and ſpeedy Ju- 
ſtice remov'd, and vexatious and litigious Suits 
made penal and fineable, and what is of main Im- 
portance, if not only all writs, Sc. were in the 
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Engliſh Tongue and the common legible Hand, 


but our Lays all abridg'd like thoſe of Deymart, 
into one Volume, weſhould both ſave Hypdredsof 


Families from ruin, and gain a Prod igious number 


of uſeful Men, (who without ſuch exorbitant Me- 


thods, Fees and Management cou'd never be 
maintain'd) to turn themſelves to improving and 


enriching their Coney, who are now taken up in 


impoveriſhing it, and feeding rhemfclves as Na- 


turaliſts ſay Camelions do 8 catching Flies with 


their Tongues. And ſince I have tducht en this 


matter I will add that if there was a fort of Cu- 
ſtas Legum in each Country, or an Officer with 
a proper Salary, and ſworn ta ſee the Laws duly 
put in Execution and under proper Penalties, to 


ſue Offenders, it woy'd probably greatly leſſen 
that old Complaint, that we haye the beſt Laws, 
and the worſt executed of all Nations. There is 
another fort of Gentlemen, who get very large 


Wages for doing very little, and are entirely taken 
up in nh, Di 


ſcharges and receiving of Rentz, 
I mean the Agents of our eſtated Gentlemen.— 
Theſe Pen and Ink Men, generally know the 
World and the Buſineſs in it, ſo thoroughly and 
manage it fo well, that it is a pity they have not 
been entruſted to direct ſome uſefull Branch of it 
for the Service of their Country, as well as their 
Employers. If they were oblig'd by Zan under 
large Penalties in order to qualify themſelves a 
Agents, to keep one Loom going for every 2001. 
per Ann. they received of 8 dental 
and kept a regular Manufacture on Foot, in that 
Proportion on every Eſtate under their Direction, 
I conceive they wou'd be large gainers by it 


- themſelves as well as their Employers, and at the 


ſame time occaſion the ſetting up many new Ma. 
nufactures, 


have been thought on, and thereby greatly enlarge 
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nufactures, where otherwiſe they wou'd never 


our Linen Buſineſs, This wou'd force our A 


ſentees and our indolent Gentlemen at Home, 
who can mind no buſineſs, to do us ſome Service, 


and at the ſame time this Service wou'd be ma- 
paged and directed by a {et of Men as able and as 
| qualified to improve it remarkably, as cou'd 


be found in the Nation, As they might eaſily be 


tied down to keep all their Looms in one fixt 


place, and conſtantly employed, and all poſſible 


evaſions prevented, it is to be hoped our Legiſla- 
ture may make uſe of this expedient, to prevail 
on our Idle Gentlemen at Home, and our faithful 
Envoys Abroad, who keep Agents to do us this 
good Office, without interrupting their Pleaſures, 
or diſturbing their Heads with any Buſineſs, that 
concerns either their Country or themſelves. 

Our Popiſh Prieſts are another ſet of Idle Crea- 


tures who are paid for their Sloth ; theſe Bead 


bidders are a race of Men who live, and will 
live among us, tho they are dead in Law; and 


ſince as Things are manag'd there can be no 


thought of getting rid of them with quiet and 


eaſe, I do not ſee any reaſon, why we may not 


tollerate all ſuch by Law, who wou!d keep ſuch a 
moderate Proportion of Looms going regularly 
in one Houſe, to be prov'd on Oath at the Sei- 
ſions, and voucht by Certificates from the Pariſh 
Miniſter, and one or two of che neighboyring Ju- 
ſtices. This wou'd be a means to bring our good 
Catholicks into Meaſures for the Service of our 
poor Iſland, and make numbers of them ſet up 
ooms and ManufaRures, which otherwiſe they 
wou'd have left to the Management of Hereticks, 
as things of too much Labour and Trouble, 
; But 
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But further it wou'd contribute greatly to em- 
ploy our Poor, and encreaſe the Induſtry of our 
People, if every Cabbin in the Country, was 
oblig'd by Law to pay 2 3. 6 d. Hearth- money, 
which cou'd not ſhew in its Garden at leaſt one 
quarter of a Rood of Flax- Seed growing, and one 
good Spinning Wheel in the Houſe. As light as 
that Six- penny Tax ſeems, it wou'd produce ma- 
ny Hundred more Wheels, and Acres of Flax in 
the Kingdom every Year, than there are now, 
and 'wou'd of Conſequence employ many Thou- 
fand Hands among our poor Jriſb Natives, who 
at preſent are buſied in little but gathering Sticks, 
and Cow-dung for want of Turf and digging 
their wretched Potatoes for want of Bread. It 
might at firſt be accompanied with ſome Diffi- 
culties, but if a few Examples were made of thoſe, 
who neglected to comply, and a Year's warning 
iven to all, before the Act was brought into 
xecution. I make no doubt but with due Re- 
gulations and Improvements, this little Tax might 
produce great things among us. 

But we muſt return to another Set of Men, 
who are well paid for doing little or nothing, and 
are therefore like all other Idlers a vaſt Draw- 
back to the Proſperity and Induſtry of Ireland, I 
mean our Coaſt Officers, Gaugers, Hearthmoney- 
Collectors, Tide-waiters, Supernumeraries, Survey- 
ors, and I know not how many more, among 
whom we may juſtly place our Barrack-maſters, 
all which Claſſes of Men, have large Sallaries and 
little Employment. If every one of theſe was by 
Law oblig'd to have a Wife and an Houſe (for 
Numbers of them affect to be Lodgers and Live 
unmarried) and were to keep a Loom, and a 
Weaver (till at Work, or to forfeit their ou of 
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half their Sallary, it wou'd be ſome Attonement 
for the liſtleſs, uſeleſs way of Life they lead, ex- 
cept the fe Days and the few Hours, on thoſe 
Days, which they give to the Buſineſs of their Of- 
fices. 'This. wou'd produce more Breeders and 
Houſes among us, and wou*d Occaſion the mak- 
ing ſeveral Hundreds of Looms, and employing 
as many thouſand Hands, which otherwiſe had 


never been ſet on Work in this Nation of Id- 


lers. There might be ſuch a Number of Scores 
of Linen ſettled by Law to be wrought by all 


ſuch Looms, and proper Vouchers, and on failure, - 


ſuch a Proportion of their Sallaries to be ſav'd to 
the Nation, and paid to the Truſtees of the 
Linen-board, to help our ManufaQtures. Whether 
this Law might be extended higher, or carried fur- 
ther, and whether at leaſt Inn-keepers, Dancing- 
Maſters, Fidlers, Muſicians of all kinds, Players, 
and keepers of Taverns and Ale-houſes might not 
alſo be included in it, the Legiſlature are the beſt 
Judges, but certainly in a Country where the Peo- 
ple are naturally Indolent and flothful, we need 
not give Wages, at leaſt, for doing nothing, when 
ſo many make it their Choice, and we might ve 

reaſonably Article, that they ſhou'd labour by 
Proxy or be paid by Halves. Every Collector 
ſhou'd be impower'd by Law to take Affidavits 
from all his inferior Officers, of their keeping, 


and actual employing fuch Looms in their Houſes, 


and to make Oath to our Commiſſioners, on paſ- 
ſing his Accounts that he had done ſo, and return 
their Affidavits, and a Liſt of all thoſe who 
fail'd in complying with the ſeveral Conditions re- 
quir'd by the Act, that their Sallaries may be 
ſtop'd to the Linen Board, 

| : Another 
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Another moſt importatm Method d we 

might employ ow People, and encreaſe/ their In- 
duſtry, if enoourag d ſuffickently by: che e 
ture is our Fiſheries, 

Mr. Dobbs has writ fo well arid fo folly: oh this 
Matter, that I cannot but recommend his Eſſay 
on our Trade, and this Branch of it in particular, 
to the peruſal of every. Iriſb Gentleman. But be- 
ſides this, L have read and Confider'd many Fracts, 
that ſeem to be written with great Truck and Judg- 
ment on this Subjrct, and they give ſuch large 
Accounts of the Gain the Dutch make: by it, that 
it is amazing we ſhouꝰ d not long ſince have fallen 
into it, — 7 endeavbur'd to ſhare it with them. 
But I have read a Proclamation of the States-Ge- 
neral prohibiting the Exportation of Staves for 
Herring Barrells and Fiſhing-Nets to Foreigners 
under great Penalties, in which they call that 
Branch of their Fiſhery, their chiefeſt Trade and 
principal Gold- Mine, which is tlie greateſt Con- 
firmation of all the Advantages, which thoſe Au- 
thors: to it, tho' many of them ſeem to 
have writ with a ſecret Envy to the Dutah Gain by 
Commerce. I ſhall only obſerve, how'greatly we, 
as well as Great-Britais have gie i it, how 
uſefull it might be to us, arid: — ne- 
ceſſary it is that we ſhow'd encourage it. 

Even as early as Harry the VIIth's fire, that 
wiſe King endeavour'd in vain to put his Subjects 
upon this uſefull Trade by writing to his Sea- 
port Fowns, and offering to lend them large Sums 
to begin it. It is true Trade was then almoſt in 
its Infancy, but when it roſe and flouriſtid in the 
following Reigns,. the Engliſh were fonder of the 
Sweets and Eaſe of thoſe Branches of Trade, 
which had leſs of Toil and hazard; and ſince the 
Revolution 
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Revolution we-have been ſo link'd to the Ditch 
by mutual Intereſts, that England did not care to 
interfere in this favourite Branch of theirTraffick 
and yet as the great Struggle for the Maſtery in 
Trade, will probably one Day come to be decided 
by the ſtrongeſt Fleet at Sea, and as their Fiſheries 


are the great Nurſeries of their Sea-men, Trade 


and Strength, there could not poſſibly be a more 
effectual Method taken by England, to weaken 
thoſe Rivals of the Ocean, whenever we muſt 
meet as Enemies, than by diſcouraging their 
Fiſheries, and encouraging thoſe of their own 
Subjects, which alone wou'd deſtroy their Naval 
Strength, and vanquiſh them almoſt without ſtrik- 
ing a Blow. They employ every Year. 800 
Buſſes from 30 to 30 Tun in the Herring Fiſhery, 
each of which, beſides her 16 Sea-men employs 
30 Trades to fit her out, and two Ships are to 
carry off her Fiſh early to Market, and another 
to ſupply her with Caſk, Salt, Nets, &c. And 


alſo occaſions an immenſe Trade for Building, 
Victualling, and Furniſhing her for the Sea, and 
moreover gives employment to a Number of 


Hands on Shore; ſo that if once they were ob- 
ſtructed in this vital Part of their Commerce, the 
Conſequences muſt be fatal to them, and of mighty 
Advantage to us, if we could ſucceed in their Place, 
or even leſſen their Gain, by ſharing it with them. 
This it is certain we may in Time eaſily do, for 
our Wages and Victualling are cheaper, our Har- 
bours are nearer to us to ſhelter our Ships, and 


refreſh our People, and ſupply all our Wants, and 


our ſhores at hand to dry our Nets, and land our 

Fiſh when they are taken. This alſo gives us a 

double Advantage, which they can never have, 

both of making Red TT, which can't be in 
H 
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Perfection unleſs they are directly carried on ſhore 
when taken, and of our ſending our Fiſh long before 
them to Market in the Baltick, and the Streights ; 
whereas they are oblig'd by their Laws to'Sail 
firſt to Holland, and repack their Herrings before 
they export them. As this Trade is left entire- 
Iy open to us, and is ſo convenient to us, that the 

iſh come to our very Doors to be taken, how 
faulty and negligent muſt wWe have been, in 
overlooking it ſo long, which might haye enrich'd 


the Nation, and employed our Poor, and given 


ſo comfortable a Subſiſtence to ſo many difterent 
Trades; ſince even Women and Children, nay 
theLame and the Blind, if they have Hands, might 
et Bread by it, as Spinners, Cord-Wainers, and 
3 &c. thro' out the Year. I fancy if 
we get ſufficient Coals of our own, we ſhall fave 
even 1 the Expence of Salt to Cure our Fiſh, which 
they muſt tranſport from France at a dear Price, 
and tho* our Want of their Experience and ſkill, 


may make our firit Attempts this way, more li 


able to Expence and Hazard, yet Time and Ap- 
1 will ſoon make us Maſters of this Gain- 

full Buſineſs, and put us more on a Level with 
ring Mr. Borri/h obſerves, in his Batavia [llu- 


ſtrata that their pretended Secret of the Manner 


of ſalting their Herrings is a mere Chimera, the 
whole Art conſiſting in an extreme Neatneſs in the 
Materials they uſe, and in curing the Herrings as 
ſoon as they are taken, and, as it were killing 
them with the very Salt with which they are pick- 
led, before the Air and Sun have made any Im- 
preſſion. on them. Beſides, we may not only procure 


from Holland, all the Placarts relating to their Cu- 


ring and Management to direct us, but we may hire 


a competent Number of ſkilful Hands from thence 
: a3 — K to 


o inſtruct us in the Art, if we have Spirit enough 
co encourage them and ourſelves to undertake it. 
As to Cod, and Ling, and the whiteFiſhing; which 
ſucceed that of the Herring, and between them 
take up the whole of the Year, it is certain there 
is no Myſtery in curing and ſalting them, and we 


can have no Hazard of ſucceeding in it, as it is ſo 


eaſy and practicable, and that the Dogger-bank 
lies ſo convenient to us, as well as Abundance of 
Banks (where they ſwarm) upon our own Coaſts ; 
we may ſay the ſame as to our Pilchards, which, 
as welt as our Hetrings, Sir William Monſon ſays, 
are the beſt in the World. This Trade, before 
the | Revolution, we had a particular Company 
engag' d in, (as Sir William Petty tells us) with 
great Succeſs in the Weſt, tho? we have ſhameſul- 
ly laid it afide ever ſince. However, as Lieute- 
nant Chaplain has lately undertaken ele 
Fiſhing on our Northern Coaſt and our Parliament 
hath reſolv'd to encourage that and all our other 
Fiſheries, it is to be hop'd we ſhall ſee them 
flontiſh, at leaſt proportionably to the Warmth 
and Zeal they eſpouſe them with. And, indeed, 
as they may prove in Sir William Temple's Words, 
as rich a Mine to us under Water, as any we 
have under Ground, (unleſs we will excuſe our 
Lazineſs in not taking them, as Buſquebius “ ſays 
the Turks did theirs to him, viz. becauſe they run 
away when they went to catch them) I cannot fee 
what can prevent our ſucceeding in a Deſign, 
which, with due Care will not leave us a Beggar 
or an idle Hand in the Kingdom. It four Pro- 
vincial Companies were eſtabliſn'd, as Sir Miiliam 
Temple propoſes, with a Preſident and Council 


„ Fpikt. 1. p. 99. 
H h 2 elected 


. 7 4 1 


(228) 

elected by the Subſcribers, and encourag'd by Law 
with large Privileges and Immunities to all th. 
Members; or, if an Act paſt (as he ſpeaks) thai 
none ſhould be capable of being either choſe into 


a Parliament, or the Commiſſion of the Peace, 


who had not ſuch a proportion'd Stock there, it 
might greatly further this uſeful Undertaking. 
And, indeed, the bringing our Fiſheries of all 
Kinds to Perfection, would be of ſuch infinite 
Conſequence to the Wealth and Trade of Ireland, 
and would raiſe ſuch a Spirit of Induſtry in our 
People, and invite ſo many Thouſands of Fami- 
hes to ſettle with us, that we ſhould leave no Stone 
unturn'd, nor Expence ſpar'd to nurſe it up, and 
bring it thro? the Dangers and Accidents it muſt 
meet with in its Infancy, to its full Growth and 
Strength, Poſſibly, it may be worth our while 
to oblige every Nobleman, Knight, Eſquire, and 
Clergyman, to form a Fund for this Trade (and 
all to have equal Profit) to put ſuch a Share pro- 


_portion'd to his Income (ſuppoſe 1 1. per Cent.) 


as well as every Perſon in Office or Penſion of 
any Kind; and why our Wine-Merchants, who 
ruin us with their deſtructive Trade, ſhould not be 
oblig' d to keep ſo many Buſſes among them, or 
to pay very largely per Head to the Support of 
this beneficial one, I can't ſee, unleſs we had 
rather favour thoſe who undo us, than thoſe who 
wou'd retrieve and ſupport us. It is certain 
as ſerviceable as our Fiſheries unqueſtionably 
would be, they can never be carried on for 
ſome Years but with Loſs, unleſs we give great 
Encouragement to all who undertake them, be- 
cauſe we want both Skill and Experience as wel 
as Money and Induſtry, We muſt therefore ſhew 
it the higheſt Favour, and give it the bs Al- 
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ſiſtance we poſſibly can, or it will never ſucceed, 
or, at leaſt, not under a longer Courſe of Time 
than our Affairs can want it. If we ſhould next 
Seſſions allow double, or even treble the Præmi- 
ums that are now aſligt'd to it, we ſhould proba- 
bly accompliſh the Work three Times the ſooner, 
and have ten fold the Profit from it, that we can 
now expect, and certainly in our languiſhing Con- 
dition we ſhould never think that we can purchaſe 
Life and Health too dear. | 
I bere is another Method, which, tho? of ſmaller 
Conſequence, would, if duly regulated, be of ſin- 


gular Uſe to aſſiſt our poorer Sort of Tradeſmen, 


and quicken their Induſtry, and that is, by eſtab- 
liſhing Lombard-houſes. 

This is a Method that has been long practis'd 
with wonderful Succeſs in ſeveral of the beſt Cities 
in Haly and Germany, where it has made ſome A- 
mends, by the Induſtry it has produc'd, for the 
lazy Indolence of their Abbies and Monaſteries. 
But the Dutch, who excel all the World in the 
(Economy of Trade, and the employing their 
Poor, have made ſuch Uſe of theſe Lombards, 
that they have not left a Beggar in their Country 
by the Aſſiſtance they have afforded them. It 
were to be wiſh'd that in this Kingdom (where, I 
may almoſt ſay, we have very few that are not 
Beggars) we wou'd try if the ſame Remedy would, 
in Time, have the ſame Effect, by ſupply ing our 
needy Artificers with Money on Pawns at caſier 
Terms than they can get it now. The Difficul- 
ties they meet with, at preſent, to procure it, are 


a a great Drawback on their Labour; for, if they 


buy Goods on Truſt, or borrow ready Caſh from 

Ulurers, they pay ſuch. exceſſive Rates for them, 

that they can hardly ſupport themſelves _oger 
| | uc 
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ſuch Extortion with all their Induſtry. There is 
ſuch a Scatcity of Money, that all Trade and 
Buſineſs, eſpecially in the lower Sort, frequently 
ſtagnates ; the Etnployer is afraid to hire Joutney- 
men, when he is pinch'd to provide their Wages, 
or if he does, tis at ſuch poor Rates that they can 
hardly live by them. This produces Beggars and 
Bankrupts, and often, to delay Ruin, Frauds, and 
Cheats in the Manufacture which they wotk up in 
haſte to anſwer their Contracts with Extortioners 
and Oppreſſors. Whereas, if Money were plen- 
tier, and to be had on eaſier Terms, Men would 
naturally be more induſtrious; for lazy as ſome 
of our People are, few of them wou'd beg and 
live miſerably, who cou'd, by working, fu 

themſelves comfortably, as all might do, if Trade 
were once quickened by an Encreafe of our Caſh, 
or, which is much the ſame Thing, by a briſker 
Circulation of it, and an eafier Way of procuring 
it. This would be moft effectually done if once 
Lombard-houfes were eſtabliſh'd by Law in all 
our great Towns, where the Magiſtrates might 
lend Money, on Pledges, at ſuch reafonable Inte- 


reſt as the Legiſlature ſhall direct. Mr. Bindon, 


in his excellent Eſſay on this Subject (which well 
deſerves to be read and conſidered) propoſes, that 
they ſhould lend all Sums of 10 J. or leſs, at 4 d. 
per Pound, the Calendar Month, all above 10 l. 
and not exceeding 201. at 3 d. and all above 20l. 
and not exceeding 401. at 2d, All Sums to be 
lent for a Year (but payable when the Borrower 
pleaſes) and, on failure, the Pledge to be ſold by 
Cant, and the Surplus, deducting Charges, re- 
turnable to the Owner, if he demands it in Time, 
or elſe to go (as all the Profits of the Foundation 
do) to the helpleſs Poor. Poſſibly it might be 


ſaid, 
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ſaid, that the propos'd Intereſt is too high, and 
. alſo, that 20 l. is a ſufficient Sum for Lombards to 

ſend, but ſuch Objections will have little Weight 
with thoſe who conſider the exceſſive Intereſt 
daily paid by needy Perſons to Pawn-brokers 
and Uſurers, and the large Sums they lend out 
this Way, ſafe from all the Enquiries of the Law, 
and the Arts of Informers, And, certainly, fo 
many good Conſequences are to be hop'd for from 
ſuch a Law, and ſo few bad ones can poſſibly be 
fear d from it, that till we can find many ſuch 
publick ſpirited Perſons as the Dean of St Patricb's 
to lend conſiderable Sums, in this charitable Way, 


art the common Intereſt, to the Poor, it would be 


very deſirable, that we were allowed to try the Ef- 
fects it wou'd have on our People and Trade for a 
few Years at leaſt. 
Another Particular I ſhall mention as uſeful to 
make our People more induſtrious is, by en- 
couraging by proper Premiums thoſe politerArts, 
which are in a Manner Strangers to our Country, 
I mean Sculpture, Painting, and Architecture. 
There are Nations in Europe, a great Part of 
whoſe Wealth conſiſts in the vaſt Treaſures left 
them by the illuſtrious Profeſſors of theſe Arts in 
their Ways; and though we can hardly hope to 
rival them, we ſhould, at leaſt, aim fo far to em- 
ploy and enrich our People by them, as may 
th ſpur on their Induſtry, improve our Taſte, 
and adorn our Country. Even Architecture alone, 
where Nations cultivate it, gives Buſineſs to a 
ſurprizing Number of Trades; and it is impoſſible 
ſo many of our Nobility and Gentry cou'd be fo 
meanly lodged as they are, if we had not ſo few 
Architects in Ireland, who are capable of direct- 
Ing or alliſting chem in cheir Bui dings. Tis for 
Want 
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want of good Houſes of our on at Home, that 
we are ſo apt to take up with Lodgings abroad 
with Foreigners, where we 415 Ter Year 


- what would build up laſting and beautiful Seats for 
our Families, and make our Lives delightful to 
ourſelves, and uſeful to all around us. It is a plain 
Proof that a Nation flouriſhes, and its Induſtry 
ncreaſes (and, indeed, a great Cauſe of it too) 
when its Buildings inlarge and improve, and, as 
we ſee among the Jews, in their moſt thriving 
State, under Solomon, not only the great Temple 
of Feruſalem, but ſeveral Palaces for the King, 
and even Cities for the People were finiſh*d with 
immenſe Expence and Labour. So we find the 


Riches and Induttry of the Nation, and all the - 
Handicraft Arts, (and even Sculpture) flouriſh'd 


there, and, indeed, ever will flouriſh in all Kingdoms 
thereby. And the ſame may be faid of Paiating 
and Sculpture, they wou'd create infinite Buſineſs 
for our Artiſts, and Amuſement and Delight for 
our Gentry, if once they were cultivated and im- 
prov'd by due Encouragement among us; and, 
as they have ſtill been conſider'd by all civiliz'd 


Nations as the greateſt Elegancies and Ornaments 
of every Country, ſo that utter Neglect of them, 


which prevails in Ireland, will ever be a Pr 

againſt us of Barbariſm and Gothick Ignorance, 
*rill we ſhake it off, Tis true, as one faid of 
greater Trifles, Poterimus vivere fine illis; but 


though our Country and Climate ſeems more cut 


out for Labour -and Toil, and the Induſtry of the 
Manufacturer and Huſbandmen, than the Pleaſure 
and Delight of the ſofter Arts of the warmer and 
more delicate Regions on the Continent, yet cer- 
tain it is, when the Neceſſities and Conveniencies 


of Nature are ſufficiently provided for, the 1 
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of Delight and Amuſement will conſtantly come 


in, and, if we don't bring them to us, we will be 
apt to go abroad to them. Since we muſt have 
Luxury, we ſhou'd encourage that Kind of it 
which has the moſt of Pleaſure, and nothing of 
Vice in it; which will give Bread and Induſtry 
to our Natives, and . may be turn'd alſo to other 
uſeful Purpoſes ; for, though poſſibly Painting 
and Sculpture may have hurt the Religion of the 
Continent, I am ſure it might contribute, if well 
directed, to raiſe and enlarge the Virtue of our 
People here, ſince painted Hiſtories of great Ac- 
tions, and the Statues of great Men cannot poſſibly 
be beheld without warming the Heart and en- 
flaming the Mind to admire, emulate, and revere 
them. 

At as low an Ebb as theſe Arts are in Ireland, I 
am confident, if reaſonable Salaries were appointed 
by the Publick to two or three foreign Architects; 
or, if the Linen or Tillage Boards, or the 
DvuBL1n-SocttTyY, had Funds aſſign'd them to 
give Premiums annually to the three beſt Pic- 
tures, and the three beſt Statues made here, or 
the Architects of the three beſt Houſes built an- 
nually in this Kingdom, we ſhould in Time ſee 
ſurprizing Improvements in them all among us. 

But it is Time to conclude, and therefore, 
(though I omit many others) I ſhall haſten to the 
laſt Method 1 ſhall recommend to increaſe the 
Induſtry of our People, and that is, by aſſigning 
Premiums to be given annual'y to any Native of 
Ireland who ſhall produce the moſt uſetul Inven- 
tion in Trade (or any of the liberal or manual 
Arts) which ſhall be judg*d of the greateſt Ser- 
vice to Mankind. If this were once regularly 


eſtabliſh'd, and Men's Thoughts encourag'd to 
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fall to work by the Hopes of Diſtinction and 
Premiums, 'tis not eaſy to conceive what Effects 
it would produce, and if Neceſſity be the Mother 
of Invention, as the Poet ſays, Ingenium mala 
ſepe movent. I am ſure we may hope to be greater 
Inventors than the Germans themſelves. Every 
Man feels ſuch a natural Delight in the wewea of 
of all new Diſcoveries and Inventions, that it is 
impoſſible we ſhould not have had much more 
of them in the World, if it were not for the ill 
Uſage they generally meet with in it. Tis cer- 
rain molt Inventors (if we wou'd reckon them 
up) have been ſo ill treated by thoſe whom they 
have laboured to ſerve, that it daunts Men's Spi- 
rits from making any bold Attempts this Way; 
whereas, they ought not only, when they ſucceed, 
to be favour'd and encourag'd by Rewards to them 
and their Children alſo, but they ſhould be aſſiſted 
in their Trials, and, inſtead, of being derided 
and abus'd when they miſcarry, they ſhould be 
cheriſh'd and ſuccour'd, and even honour'd and 
applauded. As we are idle as well-as poor, we 
have another good Title to be Inventors, and may 
employ our Solitude this Way, in hopes, by this 
Means, to deſerve the Notice and Eſteem of our 
rich Neighbours ; and, as we have wide Fields of 
Matter to work on, there is no doubt but they'll 
ſoon produce Means and Inftruments for the Buſi- 
neſs, it being certain that Invention, and the Means 


of inventing, do as conſtantly beget each other, 


as Dung and fruitful Harveſts. But as I propoſe 
in Time to enlarge on this Matter in a properer 
Manner to the DUBL1N-SOCIETY, I ſhall ſay no 
more on it here, and ſhall only obſerve, before I 
conclude this Eſſay, of what vaſt Importance 


Præmiums may be to any Nation, and to ours 
| above 


Caf) . 
above all others, if we would apply them in a 
proper Manner to the many uſeful Purpoſes and 
| Deſigns, which want moſt to be eſtabliſ'damong 
us. | L 
We can never pay too dear a Purchaſe for the 


general Induſtry of the Nation, which ſuch Me- 


thods would ſecure to us. *Tis true they would 
coſt us a good deal, but as no one will work. for 
us without Wages, ſo, where the Work is of vaſt 
Importance to us, we muſt expect to pay our 
People (and our lazy People above all) ſome- 
thing extraordinary; and, as publick Work goes 
on ſlow, and is never carry*d on cheaply ; and, as 
we are not only poor, but diſpirited too, we muſt 
reſolve to ſpur on and enliven our Countrymen by 
theſe expenſive Methods, or we ſhall dream on, 
and die at laſt of a Lethargy. 

We ſee what prodigious Premiums the Britiſb 
Legiſlature and the States- General have aſſign'd 
for the Longitude, but ours are not deſign'd to be 
apply'd to impoſſible Performances, but to real, 
uſeful Bleſſings, to the Manufactures, and Trade, 
and Tillage, and a thouſand other Improvements 
of our Country, We all know by a moſt happy 
Experience, that with about 8,000 l. per Ann. to 
the Linen-Board, we have gain*d near 500,000 l. 
per Ann. to Ireland, and with as ſmall a Spark we 
may light up as great a Fire, which, like that, 
may enliven and warm the Whole of our King- 
dom: 20,0001; per Ann. in Premiums, ſkil- 
fully apply'd, would ſet every idle Hand in the 
Nation at work, and thereby bring us in, at lea't, 
an additional annual Million from our Exports. 
This is demonſtrably certain, and it is as unde- 
niably true, that we ought inſtantly to ſer about 
them, and they would give us the eaſieſt, the 
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fafeſt, and the cheapeſt Purchaſe that ever was 
made by Man. Could we have bought the Veſt- 
Indies from Columbus (as Harry the VIIth. was 
offcr*d them) for a few Ships and Men, unleſs we 
could have Arts and Induſtry thrown into the 
Purchaſe, it would not have done ſuch real Ser- 
vice; and we ought therefore to contrive every 
Method to forward this Deſign, and ſurmount any 
Difficulty that can obſtruct fo bleſſed and hopeful 
an Undertaking, We can never want Funds for 
ſuch Premiums as I could with Eaſe demonſtrate, 
had I Time to enlarge on that Subject here. But 
J will content myſelf with juſt hinting, in a few 
Words, that we ſhall never be at a Loſs for 
20,000 I. per Aun. while we have the Follies of 
our Dreſs, our luxurious Imports, and our Wine 
above all, our Penſions and Sallaries, our Win- 
dows, our Coaches, or our Train of uſeleſs Ser- 
vants, our Abſentees, or our Gameſters (that I 
may name no more now) to lay proper and rea- 
ſonable Taxes on. 

If we made our Lives ſafer from Fire, and ſe- 
curd our Nation from the waſting Importation of 
Norway Deals, by taxing all future Wainſcot in 
our Houſes, and forcing us to ſtucco; if we 
ſtopp*d the Madneſs of our Spendthrifts, or made 
them help the State to thrive, by their paying, to 
this Uſe,' the Fiftieth Part of all Lands ſold, as 
they do in Swiſſerland; it we appropriated, as 
they do in France, the Fourth Part of the Profit 
of all Plays, Prizes, Shews, Muſick-Meetings, 
Sc. to this End, or laid a Tax on ſtamp'd Paper 
and Parchment, on News-Papers and Almanacks ; 
or, above all, if we appropriated the plain, ra- 
tional, certain Profit of a National Bank to theſe 
excellent Hopes and Views, we ſhould ſoon on 
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bliſh Funds and Premiums that would make us a 
flouriſhing and induſtrious People. 


But I have done——and am but too ſenſible if 
I had ſhewn in this poor Eſſay half that Regard ' 
to my Reputation, that I have given to a vain and 
empty Zeal of doing Good to Jreland, I ſhould 
have done much ſooner. The Truth is, as the 
Spaniard ſays, I had not Time to make it ſhorter, 
having ſent it to the Prefs as faſt as I could get it 
writ and copy*d ; nor had I Care, or Temper, or 
a Day to ſpare to correct the raſh Sallies and 
Rambles of my Thoughts. What I fondly wiſh'd 
to ſhew my Countrymen was chiefly this plain 
Fact, that it is entirely in their own Power and 
Choice, by reſtraining their Luxury, and en- 
creaſing their Induſtry, to retrieve their wretched 
Circumſtances, If any Good comes from my poor 
Endeavours, all is well—but if not, and that all 
that can be ſaid, or done, by the Friends of ITre- 
land, to help us, muſt go for nothing with our 
heedleſs Countrymen—why, there is an End of a 
few idle Hopes; and, I can only bid them farewel, 
with this wounding Complaint, That I fear we 
muſt be miſerable, without deſerving to be reliev'd! 
and undone, without deſerving to be pity'd ! 
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